
You may have to take your shirt 
’ oFT...but you won’t lose it! 

"Kuraya's has caught on Twice in a row it has 
earned mention in Northwest Best Places" 

Bob \A rich. L7.191 Restaurant 
1 Reintv. Rrynirr Guard 

KU RAYAS 
t—tfxcxl I ilri r 

I Atm h M<n Sm 11 *m V5 pm 
f Hnnct him Th%m* *> 9 pm I f» ^«l S 10 pm 
Sum 4 V) 9 pm 

1410 Mohav*k-Springfkld 746-2951 

SERVING DELICIOUS 
NEW YORK PIZZA 

7 DAYS A WEEK 
By IN* sltcr-or by the whoLe pma 

Choree ot regular crml or Deep Dnh Sicilian 
Corns down or coll up Sy's and order these great specials. 

1 FREE SODA *2.00 OFF 
OR ANY large, medium or small PI/7A 

»tn 2 FREE LARGE DRINKS 

KKOFF 
ANY SLICE 

S/s New York Pizza *1211 Aider on campus • 686-9S98 
30-Midnight Mon.-Sat. 3:30-Midmght Sun 

COUPON GOOD THROUGH JUNE 6 1994 
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Women's Contemporary Clothing, Shoes & Gifts 

2441 HtYARD Sr Open Daiy 10-* 
__ 344.0450 

Chemistry brings four Babes together 
It'S Saturday afternoon at the 

KRVM studio, and Babes With 
Axes is getting ready lor a per- 

formance on the station's Aooustx; 
Junction show Band members 
Laura Kemp and Katie Henry tune 
their stnngs together while Debbie 
Dtednch's ought-year-old daughter 
plays with an origami frog. 

"I need a roadie,' groans bassist 
T R Kelley, as she hoists her 
amplifier toward the studio "Some 
strong young boy." 

Roadies may still be a thing of 
the future for Babes With Axes, 
who are appearing Saturday 
evening at the Willamette Valley 
Folk Festival Bui the group has 
exerted local folk enthusiasts with 
its confluence ot tour original 
anger-songwriters “on the cutting 
edge 

" 

They came together at one of 
the "First Thursday" new talent 
shows at the WOW Hall last 
December, and deetded the chem- 
istry was made to last 

"We thought it was going to be, 
as we have started calling it, a 

'one-night stand.' but everybody in 

the audience was pretty psychixJ. 
and so were we, and we realized 
we had created something larger 
than ourselves," explains Debbie 
Diednch, the sell-described "old- 
est and most senous" member ol 
the group 

"We woke up the next morning, 
and there was no going back,” 
adds Laura Kemp 

"The morning alter was the 
moment of reckoning," concludes 
Dietrich "Unprotected stage pres- 
ence 

Part ol what makes Babes spe- 
cial, Diednch says, is that all of the 
group's members are established 
solo performers, with current or 
imminent aftxims and regular local 
appearances All of them. «nte thee 
own material, which Babes utilizes 
during group P'jrtormances 

Despite iheir individuality and 
perse;ial styles. Babes members 
h.ave an obvious camaraderie on 
and off the stage, extending to 
good-natured raillery and an 

unending chain ol “ax" puns. 
“We have a meeting of the 

minds that just cant be beat, and 
a chemistry between our voices 
that is really very exciting to me," 
says Katie Henry. 

The group me! when Diednch 
heard a tape of Henry and Kemp 
playing together and contacted 
them T R Kelley joined as bass 
player "an ax-cellent addition," 
pons Henry. 

The group's name was 
Diedrich's brainchild II it carries 
any Lorena-Bobtxttesque allusions, 
the group doesn't bring them up. 
Group members say they like it 
because ol its irreverence and pun 
potential 

"We ain't no Cosmo covers," 
growls Kelley. 

COURTESY PHOTO 
Babes With Axes: (clockwise from bottom) T.R. Kelley, Laura Kemp Katie Henry and Debbie Diedrich, will be performing Saturday evening 
at the Willamette Valley Folk Festival 

"Well, I don't know," responds 
Diedrich. "I think ! look a lot like 
Farrah Fawcett, now that my hair 
is getting longer.” 

Henry says the group held an 

"ax-the-songwriter" contest at its 
tirst show, triggering otl a long 
series of "babeophilia" ideas. 

"T-shirts, mugs, pot-holders, 
refrigerator magnets, car freshen- 
ers ..." Diedrich trails off. 

"Sometimes our rehearsals con- 
sist more of talking about 
babeophilia potential, and choco- 
late, and eating cookies from the 
bakery where I work, than practic- 
ing,” Henry confesses. 

But actually, or “axtually,” group 
members say they've worked hard 
on their material, which is all orig- 
inal, and hope soon to be writing 
songs as a group, looking toward 
a cross-country tour in January 
1995 

Working together gives the 
members performance opportuni- 
ties they might not have individu- 
ally. Henry says 

"It's providing, I think, all )( 
with the opportunity to re-^ more 
people in venues „hefe one 
woman wrth her eUwoukjnotnec 
essarrty beirv^ welcome to 

audier° ‘at she coulcJn'‘ "Old that 
— 

** 

With a choke-chain," inserts 
Kelley 

"* but the full ensemble opens 
up larger festivals,'' (ienry finish- 
es. 

Diedrich .“ays the group is 

unique in bow the members work 
together, sharing the spotlight. 

“One of the reasons it works is 

that it is different. I can't think of 
any four-woman groups where 
each person ... there's no lead 
singer, there's no back-up singers, 
there's no this-or-that. We’re all 
doing the same thing and passing 
around the rotes from time to time," 
she says. 

Group members agree they 
cant envision their kind of dynarr,. 
ic working with a group of mrn. 

“I've been in a lot of bar,ds W|(h 
men, and they would -^|| pg _ gQf. 
ry• 9uys competing turning up 
their volume kn^bs, seeing who 
could play faster, louder, harder, 
stronger 

_ 

• Kelley says. “With 
worTVjn, it's like nobody feels 
oli:ended if they have to sing a one- 

note harmony part. It’s like, what- 
ever contributes to the feeling of 
the group instead of 'How can I 
best show off?'" 

Henry agrees. “It's very stimu- 
lating and exciting to be three feet 
away from some woman that you 
love very much who's throwing her- 
self out through a microphone." 

Ruth Ron land 
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