
What do you 
think about 
the Craig 
Berkman and 
Denny Smith 
campaign? 
"I'm tired of 
the dirty cam- 

paign going 
back and 
forth. They 
are only .hurt- 
ing them- 
selves." 

1 

-JOHN GARLING 
unaedwvd, jvniOl 

"I don't really 
know much 
about it I'm 
more con- 

cerned with 

graduating." 

Jf 

KEN PLATT 
marketing, smvcx 

"It's a bunch 
of crap." 

DEAN ALTENHOFEN 
psychology, senior 

"It seems like j 
they are just 
capitalistic." 

KRIS KOONTZ 
btoiooy. senior 

"I just moved ] 
up from 
California, so 
I know noth* I 
mg about it.” 

STEVE DANIELS 
ceramics 

it sems like it's a lot of unnec- 
essary attacking going on." 

-ELLEN KEITHLEY 
anthropology, trashman 

“To be totally honest, I don't 
know anything about it.” 

-SARAH LEAHY 

Bond would fund services, maintenance 
By Rebecca Merritt 
(>*£*:« CM •» f mttaxl 

Eugone voters will decide Tuesday 
whether they w ant to fund a new library. 
<>l>en Bailey Mill Kin* Station and pay for city 
building maintenance with a $5fi l million 
general obligation bond 

The measure comes mom than three years 
niter voters approved the pun base of the old 
Soars building, louited at West 10th Avenue 
and (hnrnelton Street. for a new library 

"Eugene lias needed a new library for a 

long time," said Emily Schue. co-chair- 
woman of the f /jolilion for Eugene "The vot- 
ers <hose the Sears site by a 70 percent msjar- 
ity." 

However, opponents of the measure say a 

new library could be funded without a tax 
increase With interest calculated, the mea- 

sure actually is a $73 million bond, said Bill 
Mason, treasurer of the No Unfair Tax 
Scheme (aunmiltee 

Mason said it is not fair for the city to lump 
the library with maintenance costs The city, 
he said, is using the library to make up for 
past deficits 

"It's an easy way out for the political agen- 
da of our i its government. Mason said "This 
is a credit card method 

Mason said his group isn't opposed to n 

new library, bill is against the Sears site 
Inm arise it is old and has no public parking 
He suggests expanding the existing library 
on East 13th Avenue and Olive Strii't 

"The old library could In* refurbished It 's 
a preferred location.” he said 

The Sears building would he a 100.000 
square-fobt library, while the < urrent library 
building is 37,000 square feet Sclnie said 
the library is < in ulating six times as many 
Ixxiks than wiien it first opened in 1950 Offi- 
cials have di« ussed the possibility of a new 

library sin< e 108-t 
The bond, which would tax every $1,000 

of assessed property about 75 cents a month 
would cover $10 07 million in constnt< tion 
and equipment costs lor the lihntrv An addi- 
tional SHOO,000 would pay for the remod- 
eling and enlargement of the Bailey Hill Eire 
Station and S t-t 5t> million would fund main- 
tenance of city buildings, including fire sta- 
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Eugene voters will decide whether they want to move the Eugene Public Library. 

BALLOT MEASURE 20*09 
TITLE General obligation bonds tor new ,;brary 

emergency equipment and facility repair 

QUESTION Stuff Eugene issue $56 207 287 gener- 
al obligation bonds tot new library and emergency 
response equipment and repair ot city-owned 
fac i'ties’ H the bonds are approved, they w be 
payable from ta«es on property or property own- 

ership that are not subieci to the limits of Section 
11b Article XI of the Oregon Constitution 

linns, i.ommunily unitors swimming pools, 
athletic fields and parks. 

If the measure passes, funds the city has 
budgeted for building maintenance would 
lie used for library and fire station operating 
costs and for community policing, 

"These are all things we need to do," 
,St hue said. "There's a good reason for hav- 
ing them lumped together.” 

The library would occupy the first two 
floors of the Soars building. City offices 

would occupy the third floor until additional 
library spat e is needed. 

Librarian Carol Hildebrand said additional 
space in the new library would 1h) used for 
study and reading areas Many residents have 
stopped using the library because they say 
it is too noisy and crowded, Hildebrand said. 
Library usage could increase by 50 percent 
at the Sears building, she said 

Schuo said a number of city organizations 
have endorsed the bond measure, including 
the 4-| School District, Eugene Chamber of 
Commerce, Eugene Education Association 
and the League of Women Voters. About 
S20.000 was donated for campaign efforts. 

However, Mason said a surprising num- 
ber of people are against the measure. 

"The council has refused to accept there's 
been opposition," he said. "We have had 
high financial support from many business 
people 

If the measure fails. Mason said he would 
be willing to work with council members to 
find alternative solutions. 

i ransfer tax aims to balance Lane County budget 
oy oicpname oissuri 

Ont&yn CXfty Smxak) 

A proposed real estate trails 
fer tax is a godsend to some, and 
a seriously flawed moneysui V. 
er to others. 

On Tuexdav lame County w ill 
vote on a tax designed to Iwluiu e 

the county budget and keep law- 
enforcement ana human services 
from l>eing cut 

The .35 percent tax would he 
imposed whenever property Is 

sold or transferred from one 
owner to another. At the pro- 
posed rate, a house that sells for 
SHO.OOO would incur a tax of 
$i-Ht). The tux would he paid bv 
either the seller, the buyer, or by 
both when the deini is re< orded 

Because of declining timber 
sales in Lone County, the coun- 

tv is facing a $2.4 million loss of 
revenue If the money is not 

replaced, the county will lose 
deputies and services 

The biggest argument for the 

tux is mi' iat i mat mo count) 
budget it* m troublo The biggest 
argument against It is that tho tax 
has no real cap on it Although 
tin’ title of the proposition 
implies that the tax cannot be 
raised except by a vote of the 
people, m reality this limitation 
can be changed at any time if 
three county commissioners vote 
to change it 

"We find like this tax is flawed 
in so many ways, it can't be jus- 
tified." said Dave Carlson, a real- 
tor for Prudential. 

Opponents of the tax also say 
tho tax would encourage clear- 
cutting One of the exceptions to 
the tax is cut trees, giving 
landowners an incentive to clear- 
cut their land before selling it to 
reduce the value of the land and 
therefore the tax. The timber 
would be sold separately at a 

high pm e beforehand. 
Carlson also pointed out that 

Washington County enacted a 

similar tax seven years ago, and 

in response to it, the statu Leg- 
islature imposed a moratorium 
on any other real estate taxes in 
the state The moratorium pre- 
vented other taxes from being 
passed until the 1W3 legislative 
session, when the so-called 

sunset clause" expired This 
clause ensures that after a cer- 

tain period of time, the morato- 
rium would either Ire revisited 
or expired. The legislature vot- 
ed in both houses to extend the 
moratorium, but Gov Roberts 
"let it sit on her desk until the 
legislature was over, then vetoed 
it," Carlson said. "It was passed 
in both houses, and she killed 
it." 

In spite of apparent flaws, pro- 
ponents of the tax, such as 

school Iroard member Chris Pry- 
or. call it a "reasonable option" 
to the growing fiscal crisis in 
Lane County and the threat that 
human services could lie cut. He 
said the problem of cutting pub- 
lic health and human services is 

not just a Lane County problem, 
but has ramifications that extend 
to the whole state. 

"The problem’s just getting 
worse and worse.” he said. 
"There's u lot of talk, and 
nobody's doing anything 
What I do not want is to create a 

whole class of disposable peo- 
ple to save my disposable 
income.” 

Jerry Rust, said the county is 

trying desperately right now to 
maintain the jail, juvenile ser- 
vices and food and shelter for 
the homeless. 

"For me this is a moment of 
truth, he said "We're unfund- 
ed, and as a county we need to 
come together and find a way to 

pay for these services We have 
murder, rape, hunger, home- 
lessness. and we have to come 

up with a way to pay for these 
things We can't pull a rabbit out 
of a hat." 

Candidates differ on what defines county commissioner 
By Stephanie Sisson 
Oregon Dttity I 

What defines a Lane County commis- 
sioner is the Invest difference between two 
candidates running for the Springfield posi- 
tion. 

Incumbent Steve Cornacchia says a 1-ant* 
County Commissioner is "an administrator 
with four others in a $250 million corpora- 
tion." As required by the charter of Lane 
County, Cornacchia says the commissioners 
decide how to spend the county's money 

and also provide policy guidance on t> • 

delivery of services 
However, if he were elected Lane Coun- 

ty commissioner, Cornacchia's opponent 
Bill Morriselte would give commissioners a 
clearer job description and move from an 

historically administrative role to that of an 
active representative. 

Currently the mayor of Springfield, Mor- 
risette taught at Springfield High School for 
more than 28 years and has lived in Lane 
County since i960. 

"The county commissioners dabble in 
and interfere with the day-to-day manage- 
men* Qf counts Morri• “fT 

believe) county commissioners are policy- 
makers. primarily. Secondly, they work to 
mediate between the community and 
bureaucracy." 

Morrisette has six years as Springfield 
mayor under his bolt and two years on the 
city council prior to that. He knows all the 
Lane County mayors personally through bis 
position as the chairman of the Lane Coun- 
cil of Governments and is acquainted with 
all the problems these mayors are facing 

"I think I'm more qualified to l>e county 

COUNTY 


