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resident Clinton is caught

with his pants down again,

at least if we are to believe
a sult by an Arkansas state
emplovee who says he made
‘unwanted sexual advances"”
toward her in 1991

I'he lawsuit has brought up a
question as old as politics itself
Should we judge a politician on
his or her sexual behavior?

Sex and politics historically
have been inseparable. Potency
means power, even in the liter-
al sense. In ancient cultures,
phallic sculptures represented
power and authority

History is full of examples of
authority figures with insatiable
sexual appetites. In 1534, Han-
ry VIII broke England’s ties with
the Catholic Church because he
wanted to get a divorce. But he
soon grew tired of his new wife
and had her executed for adul-
tery. Throughout the years the
king regularly dissolved his mar
ringes either by divorce or by exe
cutions, declaring his wives

“adulterous’ or simply “too
ugly."

Political !I'iil.‘.’ll:l antsm doesn 't
ensure fidelity either, as evi
denced by the sexual behavior of
American presidents. Franklin D
Roosevelt's train from Washing
ton to New York would alwavs

stop on a New Jersey siding for a
h the President’s

Kennedy would

rendezvous wil
mistress. John F
call up on two of his secretaries
to work for him at unusual hours
even if it required t
IN‘HIJI Pl‘-”]\}lll[t.ill"ﬂ on Alr
Force planes. Lyndon B. Johnson

insconti

would spend nights in the bed

rooms of his guests at his Texas
ranch house

Why, even George Bush, the
“family values” president, had to
fight rumors that he was involved
with an old friend over at the
State Department

And who can forget about Gen-
nifer Flowers, who would
describe her alleged encounters
with Bill Clinton in sordid details
to anyone who would listen. And
listen they did, evervone from the
New York tabloids to 60 Minutes
Flowers, it seemed, got more than
her 15 minutes’ share of fame

The strange thing isn't that
politicians have affairs. They are
after all, only human, and the
affair 1s an institution older than
marriage itself. Even the Virgin
Mary had an affair, though invol
untarily

No, the strange thing is that we
still seem to think that a politi-
cian’s sexual behavior matters. In
an age of self-proclaimed sexual
liberalism, we still expect our
leaders to be role models both in
the office and in the bedroom

But sex and politics aren’t so
much a question of morality any
longer. With the possible excop
tion of a few people in Spring
field, nobody is going to point a
finger at Clinton and condemn
him to eternal punishment for
breaking the Sixth Command
ment

I'he reason why politicians
sexual behavior still matters is

the constant flux in the patterns

ol gender relations. Sexual
harassment, a term unfamuliar to
almost evervone a few years 1RO
has become an omnipresent fa
1 gender thi
( intry. Twenty years ago, Sen
itor Bob Packwood mav have
heen lled a ha ' ) A
t"” for pinching a stafl work
ar's behind. Today, we'd call him
a "pig
Now, when a woman sues the

President for “unwanted sexual

behavior,” many people are con

fused. Some of the conservative

politicians who once called Ani
ta Hill a “liar™ are supporting
Paula Corbin Jones, whose accu-
sations against Bill Clinton read
like a blueprint of those leveled
agoninst Clarence Thomas. Like-
wise, some of Hill's defenders
can't quite bring themselves to
criticize the president, if what he
did was exactly the same as
Thomas

What's more, there's not much
noise coming from the people
who have demanded that Pack
wood resign because of the accu
sations of sexual harassment. Of
course, there is a difference in the
magnitude of the charges leveled
and Packwood,
but they botl down to the same

against Clinton

thing: sexual harassment

What makes charges of sexual
harassment so difficult s not
merely the sensitive nature of the
offense but also the difficulty of
producing evidence. As with rape
cases, sexunl harassment cases
often force the jury to make a ver
dict based solely on credibility
because there is no more evi
dence than the accuser's word
against the defendant. But while
rape can sometimes be proved
with physical evidence such as
sperm samples, sexual harass
ment 1s usually even more diffi
cult to prove
Ihis gives

problems. One

rise 1o two serious

the

assment have virtual

vitchims ol

sexual har

Iy no way ol proving their case in
court. Two, the victims of fals
wcusations have no way of

nce, This is what the
]_nri'.- ¢ did 1o Michael lacksor

f ol

when he was accused «

child

abiise
How times have changed. Dur
ing the nedy administration

the White House staff was
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Should we judge a politician on sexual behavior?

Politics, like so much else in life, rests
primarily on credibility. What the
President does in his or her personal life
will reflect on the ability to perform in

the office.

charmed by the President's “mis-
chievous™ adventures upstairs
I'he media didn't write anything
about presidential adultery. at
least not until the [Iil--.uil'lll wis
li"nlll

I'wenty years later, the presi
dent may have to disgrace him
sell so much as to have his gen
itals photographed by
officers. And even solid institu

|r.|[]|--

tions of journalism such as the
New York Tiunes bring reports of
the president's alleged sexua
behavior

It's probahly not going to hap
idea of hi

pen, but just the wing

the president’s genitals pho

tographed should make us stop
and think for o« moment. The

argument that it would disgrace
the |,||n“..1{r-l=r v just doesn’t hold
wialer because no one, not even
the president, is above the law 1f
photographing the president’s
wenttals is a bad idea, then it's a
bad idea for anvone

But we
b

wrassment to be a vehicle with

don’t want sexual

which the accuser can inflict pain
wnotional distress on any
Bedore

step of photograph

1e or she doesn’t like

evidence that there is reason to
believe that the defendant may
be guilty

Whether there is reason to
beliove that President Clinton is
guilty is, of course, an open ques
tion. And even il it is proved that
Jones can describe his genitals
that doesn’t necessarily prove
that the president is guilty of sex
ual harassment

But if it were ;~1'n-\r'n'| that the
pn sident, or any other |,luhl|l an
for that matter, Is guilty of sexu

il harassment, that is a legitimate

cause tor concern. It is not so
much a question of morality as it
is of personal imtegrity and judg
ment
Politi
Itfe, rests IJl!:II.lIIl\. ani Iw'l!hll:
ty. It is ludicrous to think that the
presidency and the person who
fulfills the role of the president
are soparable. What the president
does in his or her personal life

K. !'.;«I' S0 I }I |']‘.|- in

will reflect on his or her ability
to perform in office

And in this sense the voters not
mly have a right, but an obliga

tion, to judge a politician by his
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