SOUND OFF

g g ow the hell did I get stuck with this? Is there
2‘-'-‘; anything more difficult to do than review a
new Sonic Youth album?

I have never been a big fan of Sonic Youth. Ocea
sionally they come up 'with a song that actually has
an ample amount of catchiness to it (“Cool Thing

Sugar Kane,
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ey Why do so many

people say Soni
For diehard Sonic Youth fans Youth is such a

*hle great band?
For average Joes I mean, they
wire sloppy
before it was popular to be so. In fact, they are the
ones that made it cool. So who were the people who
first jumped onto the Sonic Youth express? Who
were the ones who first said, "Hey guys, listen to
this album. It's two people with boring voices
singing over guitars being played with tongues. It's
great!”?
Who knows. Now they are an alternative insti-
tution
So anyway, if this were a CD by a new band, |
would probably trash it. But, of course, | would
write it off as a Sonic Youth ripoff band
I liked Sonic Youth's previous two albums (Goo
and Dirty) but the reason I liked them was that they
both were leaning more toward mainstream than
their previous releases
Diehard Sonic Youth fans, however, generally

'-MIT‘TrIT}th those two albums represent the band's

}III]H_L.I into major label sellout status. So the fact
that E|'.--;. t think their new album Experimental Jet
Sat. Tras) d N Star is up to par with their last
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win 811 Youth because they kno it
what ti want to do, and they do it. What oth
er band would be allowed by a major record label
to put live postcard-like inserts inside the cover
that fall on the floor when vou open the CD?

If yvou've loved Sonic Youth from the start, [ have
to believe you'll love this one. If vou want to buy
the new one because having Sonic Youth on your
CI) shelf represents your alternative music hipness,

so be it. If you like music for music. and not for the
to-hell-with-the-establishment attitude, vou'll find
Sonic Youth's new album entertaining at times, hut
weird and, yes, truly annoving at times

Just ask the Emerald staff membors who were try
ing to write stories while | was listening to the CD
for this review

- DAVE CHARBONNEAU
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A usicians have a ‘sound,’ something about
"‘n”ll'ﬂt that makes their music stand out
3 Mavbe it's songwriting, maybe it's how they

sing or the how they play, but it's always some
thing

And thankfully, in ‘Swamp Ophelia.’ the latest
release by the Indigo Girls, they haven't aban
doned their ‘sound,’ — the solid songwriting or
the creative instrumentation that keeps them
from being just another folk duo with guitars
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ARTIST: Indigo Girts
LABEL: Epic

Fhe album’s
songs include
ones on love
growing up and
occasional social
issues. The most
notable of these
is ‘This Train

Revisited,” an updated version of the spiritual,

“This Train 1s Bonnd For Glory*

What used to be

a good-times, clap-your-hands sort of song is now
a tense and searing condemnation of the
Holocaust with startling and disturbing images
I'he duo's songwriting is o good blend of the
abstract and specific with songs like 'Dead Man's

Hill," which combines lvrics like “Talk to me
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rather than lwo women with guittars
lhe intelligent songwriting and
mentation makes this an album Indigo Girls fans
will want and pi wbably an album that will creats
sOme new lans as well
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE MULT CENTER BOX OFFICE, OR CHARGE BY PHONE: S00%487-5000

MAY 19
HULT CENTER « 8PM
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Comfortable than
Our Seats!

LAZAR’S KNOWS SHOES!

Choose from over 500 different types & styles of men's
and women's shoes . with s1zes ranging from 1 to 16!
Mention our “toilets” and receive a
5% discount on your next shoe purchase!

SPORT - HIKING - WORK - FASHION
MEN'S AND WOMEN'S SIZES UP TO 16
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UO School of Music's World Music Series
presents

Music for a
Small Planet

Presenting an evening of traditional
music and dance from many cultures:
Eastern Europe—Slavej
—QOregon Ethnic Dance Theater
North India—Doug Scheuerell
South India—Raman lyer

Kuwait—Amer Jaafar ,._‘1:" b+ ;" b
China—Mei-Kui Chen " AT
Japan—Yuhji Takeuchi F13% a
Chile—German Maquehue ¢ % 4 b3
Peru—Monica Rojas w R4 ¥ ‘

Saturday, May 4 8:00 p.m.
BEALL CONCERT HALL

TICKETS:
$10 General Admission, $8 Students & Seniors; available at the door.
For more info: Mark Levy (346-2852) or Nancy Blake (485-8466).

Co-sponsored by the UO Office of Intemational Atairs

il [
lay M

ay 131964 regon Day Emeralad QA



