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Sexual harassment awareness not gone, author says

The Clarence Thomas-Anita Hill hearings in 1991
brought the issues of sexual harassment in the workplace
into the public eye. In the end, Hill's allegations were
discredited and Thomas was confirmed as Supreme
Court Justice — but sexual harassment awareness has not
gone away

"What we're doing is moving toward a redistribution
of power between the sexes,” political author Celia Mor-
ris said at a Brown Bag lecture in Gerlinger Hall Wednes-
day. “"We're moving toward a world where men share
power rather than impose it the momentum of the
movement will wax and wane but the direction will not
change.”

About 40 students, faculty and community members
attended the last of the Brown Bag lecture series

Morris’ lecture was based on her latest book Bearing
Witness: Sexual Harassment and Bevond Every
Woman's Story, which chronicles the experignces of

‘1 wanted to make sure that
everyone who wants to could
understand sexual harassment ...
it's not astro-physics.’

Celia Morris
pohhcal author

In Bearing Witness, Morris explains why we're expe-
riencing sexual harassment through the use of Shake-
spears and the roles portrayed by women. Morris claims
that “what we're doing now is challenging all those tra-
ditional roles that women are supposed 1o perform. "

Morris emphasized the need for change in the way our
society deals with sexual harassment

We need to change the questions from ‘What did she
do to deserve 17" to "Why did he do it?" and ‘Why did

about women's issues ar 4 sexual harassment

Morris said we are in a backlash period right now and
pointed to books like Katie Roiphe's The Morning After
Sex, Fear and Feminism on Campus, which say that rape
is not as frequent as people claim

“I've never been so aware of so much anger through
public dialogue and viciousness,” she said. “We're not
talking about a fantasy land, we're living in a culture
where women operate at a disadvantage to men

Gena Hutton, who is one of the women bringing sex-
ual harassment allegations against Sen. Bob Packwood,
commented o Bearing Witness

“When | read the book, I felt affirmed that I'm not the
only one ... 1 saw myselfl in many of the women in the
book and could relate to the feelings thev shared ™

“It's an important work for men and women in under-
standing the issues of sexual harassment,” Hutton said

Morris’ other works include: Storming the Statehouse
Running for Governor with Ann Richards and Dianne
Feinstein and Fanny Wright: Rebel in America
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* A student was cited for second

* A student lv}]l:rll'ii someone had

who suddenly started to hit him, causing

degree theft at 13th Avenue and Agate
Streot May 5. According to police reports,
the suspect stole a $100 tire off a bike
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spray-painted her car with gold paint his albow to bleed, and robbed him for

causing $200 worth of damage at West
moreland Housing May 6
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¢ A male student was assaulted by two

East 13th Avenue May 8. According to

police reports, the suspect was ||||Jkl|lg<11

girls from outside of their window
Compiled by Susanne Steffens
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related crash. Join us to make
our community safer by |
always designating a driver
before you celebrate.
Several bars and
restaurants offer |
special incentives
for designated drivers.
Ask your server for details. |
Be the LIFE of your party. |
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