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between sexual objectification
and violence against women,
SVAW said

Pornography, a $22 million-a
day industry, reinforces men’s
higher and
women's lower status. SVAW
calls it a ‘practice of inequality.”

Myths about sexuality of both
men and women, according to
SVAW, perpetuated in
pornography. The idea that
women enjoy degradation, that
they “get off” on being beaten
and humiliated, that when they
say ‘“‘no.,” thev really mean
‘ves ‘and that women want to
be raped are all myths, which
teach men that women condone

social  status

are

their own mistreatment

A common myth about
pornography, according 1o
SVAW, is that women f{reely
choose to participate (in pornog
:|]\:'.\

I'he vast majorit I women
used 1in pornogr 'i'i"‘ ire prosti
tuted women. They, more that
iny other group from any ra
ethnic or economic class, are the
group most likely to be vict
of felonious assault rape and
murder a group member said

Eroti
this kind of pornography is so
harmful, White said

Shides continued the presenta

ism of these acts is why

tion, with a script read by
SVAW members, explaining to
the audience

The slides

what was being

wire inter

shown

\III'I'HH:‘ with FBI statistics about
crime against women

“Four thousand women were
killed last year by their husband
or boyfriend, a woman is beaten
every 11 seconds, a woman is
raped every minute, and 40 per
cent of all girls will be sexually
abused before the age of 18, the
\]ll"l‘hl‘l sald

But it wasn’t just hard-core

pornography that showed this

kind of abuse. The slides pre
sented showing

images how
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“Pornography clearly

unrelated to pornography.”
Studies on

studies are,

more than the exposure lorromogmphy,
oes not cause
rape.” said sociologist Diana Russell, an
anti-pornography spokesperson. as quoted
by In These Times magazine. “It seems
safe to assume that some unknown per-
centage of pornography consumers do not
rape women, and that many rapes are

rnography, like all studies,
are subject to bias in their implementation
as well as their interpretations. An analy-
sis of research on pornography by profes-
sor Thelma McCormack of Toronto's York
University show just how unclear such

Aggression studies show both increases
and decreases of tendencies toward aggres-
sion as a result of axposure to amrvwivl-
stimuli, which is inconclusive at best

Studies of pornography suggest that the
use of pornography stimulstes sexua!
activity and sexua hnl.:z;"m'. that it does
not nocessarimsalter eethlished sexual
prachices Other studies show that men are
not aroused by images of rape or sudo-

Nor do the studies show a correlation
between the availability of parnography
and the rate of rape. The In These Times
story related the following data.

In Denmark, rape rates plummeted after
pormnography laws were liberalized, and in
lapan, where pornography is widespread
and remarkably violent, the rape rate is low

One researcher, .E. Scott, showed o
strong correlation between rape rates and
the sales of country sport magazines

Not surprisingly. those involved in the
pornography industry cite the studies
claiming that viewing sexually-explicit
materials had no link to rape.

Roy Zumstein, supervisor of Allied
Entertainment of Salem, which owns three
adult bookstores in Salem and Eugene,
takes such a view. Zumstein said that his
stores cater to consenting adults who have
a right to what they see and do in their
own bedrooms

“If 1 thought viewing sexually explicit
materials caused rape, | wouldn't be in this
business,” Zumstein said

Nor, he said, would society allow these
businesses to exjst

Zumstein said that the SVAW presenta
tion sounded to him like propaganda

child pornography,” he said. He added
that he had never seen child pornography
himself. nor the “snuff pornography.
SVAW showed in its slide presentation.

1 cortainly wouldn't carry that kind of
material,” Zumstein sald. “Those kinds of
things are only found underground.”

Even other feminists differ from SVAW
on somao issues.

Michelle Parks, women's advocate for
the ASUO Women's Conter, paints with a
broad brush her definition of pornography.
To her, she said, anything that “exploits
the subject™ is pornography. For the most
part, Parks agrees with SVAW.,

Parks also calls into question American
society as a whole and how women are
systomatically devalued. Socioty, she said,
ignores entire issues surrounding violonce,
crime, sexuality and education

Wa need to dig deep into ourselves and
examine why things are the way they are,
Parks said
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Saturday, May 14

« 10-11 a.m. Historical campus
tour. Meet at the corner of 13th
and University.

+ 11-Noon University Forum.
Ask UO administrators. EMU Fir
Room.

+ 3-4:30 p.m. Canoe Féte.
Featuring floats, music & food.
Millrace.

« 3 p.m. Knight Library tour.

« 7 p.m. Casino Party. Win lots
of prizes including a futon from
Rock Soft Futon. Learn to
linedance.

Sunday, May 15

+ 9:30-11 a.m. Parents’ Brunch.
EMU Fountain Court, $6.00.
Guest speaker Jim Berneau,
President of Willamette Valley
Vineyards.

Sponsored by the Student
University Relations
Council and the Dean of
Students Office. Call
346-2107 for more info.

Thutsday, May 12, 1994 Oregon Daily Emerald 3

R R D A D N T T T T T T Y T T N Y T O T T A R R R N O T D R Y R T N T Y T T N T D T T D D O P




