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Author relates women, priesthood

By Regina Brown

oo Dady Emeraict

Students, professors and members of the com
munity gathered to hear Dr. Karen Jo Torjesen.
author of When Women Were Priests and a Clare-
mont Graduate School professor, lecture last weok
on how women's roles changed during the forma
tion of Christianity

Torjesen spoke about the influence of the Greco
Roman gender system on Christianity and how
this system’s adoption repressed women and kept
them from acquiring leadership positions

During the formative years of Christianity, Tor
jesen said women held prominent leadership posi
tions and were often bishops, priests and influen

tial prophetesses

We have documentation of women priests and

bishops all the way through the 13th century,” she
said

Women's leadership roles in the early churel
result from the gender segregation { Romasy

Al

I'he household was considered the women's
sphere,” Torjesen said. “But it was a very power
ful sphere because all the economic activity and
productivity was located in the household

Women had no power utside the home. The
business and ',l‘-;!]ln aspects ol lifte revolved

men. During the o days of Chni nity
Chrnistians met in private homes, This gave women
imple opportunity for religious leadershig les
l'orjesen said. .

The formation of Christianity v (T
ed by the Roman gendaer systen el
honor with masculinity and shame with T}

A woman's honor depended on her rej ]

chastity shown through her s of shame and

concern for her |'--}|-'.'-;T|-'ll| Women were (LR Y aLLl ted

to stay inside where men could not see them
There is) the chaste woman, who is the private
woman, and the public woman, who is the
inchaste woman lorjeson said, “"Honor was the
!....;.‘.I'\'. social good ol Mediterranean societies
‘Male honor carries with it particular j i
issociated with public political life. The right to
speak (publicly) creates a male domain and a mals
sphere,” Torjesen said. A woman’s speech must
be private because public speech is the instrument

of power and political authority. A woman who
gains ‘'male’ honor is thereby shamed .’

Women of the early church, as well as women
today, saw in Jesus Christ a new identity for them-
selves, Torjesen said. They believed Christ
preac hed t'l[lI.J.[lT\ for all and that because of this
women are not inferior to men. Therefore they
should not be forced to follow a set of social stan-
dards they considered to be repressive.

When religious activities moved out of the home
in the fourth century and into buildings built
specilically for worship. Torjesen said, women
bogan to lose their roles as religious leaders. Male
religious leaders began to criticize women who
took leadership roles, calling them, among other
things, “dishonorable and disorderly.”

Torjesen spoke of a letter written by a male bish
Op in response to the activities of a particular
female prophet. "She was given the name Jezebel
which invokes a very powerful sexual image .. she
was cast as a seductress. Her teaching was
described as fornication.”

lorjesen said that male church leaders often

gave disparaging sexual qualities to female rel
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Christian about this?
But l"”'l"“":'":“""""‘“i'i“""":"'l" for changs

“Christianity, certainly in gender, tends to {ol
low the lead of the culture it's in,” she said. “And
50 as increasingly larger roles for women open in
American society, | think American Christianity
will ‘.Hllir;\ follow suil as (Christianity did) 2,000
years ago in adopting the Roman attitudes toward
gender.”
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aTUDIO SALE

To celebrate the Grand Opening of our new store
/ #t32n0d & Hawthorne in Portland =«

_FULL SIZE FRAME & FUTON _

ememor 1931 ALDER ST,
FUTON " ggc 506

If you plan on getting
a job after graduation,

maybe you'd better
get one NOW!

If you are a U of O student and you
want to join the award-winning

Oregon Daily Emerald
advertising staff
attend the informational meeting
Wednesday, May 11, 4 p.m.
Qak Room, EMU

Your questions will be answered and
applications will be available

., JIMErald

jon Daily Emerald is an equal opportunity amployer
and committed to a culturally diverse workplace

2 LATE NIGHT

with Track Town Pizza

Medium Pizzas
« DISCOUNTED -

Medium 1 Item $7.95

Additional toppings available for $1.05

TRACK TOWN

PIZZA

5 484-2799

to serve you:

WEST 2511 W. 11th & Wilson

'(‘—3 > Two convenient locations

CAMPUS 1809 Franklin Bivd.
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