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Author relates women, priesthood 
By Regina Brown 
for tr* OtQQCft D*W> 

Students, professors and members of the com- 
munity gathered to hear Dr. Karen |o Torjesen. 
author of When Women Were Priests and a Clare- 
moot Graduate School professor, lecture last week 
on how women's roles changed during the forma- 
tion of Christianity. 

Torjesen spoke about the influence of the (ias.n- 
Roman gender system on Christianity and how 
this system's adoption repressed women and Kept 
them from acquiring leadership positions. 

During the formative years of Christianity. Tor- 
jesen said women held prominent leadership posi- 
tions and were often bishops, priests and influen- 
tial prophetesses 

We have dot unientntion of women priests and 
bishops all the way through the 1 3th < enturv she 
suit). 

Women's leadership roles in the early church 
result from the gender segregation of Roman soci- 

ety. 
"The household was considered the women's 

sphere.” Torjesen said 'Hut it was a very power 
ful sphere because all the economic a< tivity and 
productivity was located in the household. 

Women hod no power outside the home The 
business and public, aspects of life revolved 
around men. During the early (lavs of Christianity, 
Christians met in private homes This gave women 

ample opportunity for religious leadership roles. 
T'irjesen said 

The formation of Christianitv was deeply affect- 
ed by the Roman gender system, whit h equated 
honor with masculinity and shame with women 

A woman's honor depended on her reputation 
for chastity shown through her sense of shame and 
concern for her reputation Women were expected 
to stay inside where men could not see them 

"(There is) the chaste woman, who is the private 
woman, and the public woman, who is the 
unchaste woman,'' Torjesen said. "Honor was the 
highest social good of Mediterranean societies 

"Male honor carries with it particular privileges 
associated with public political life The right to 

speak (publicly) creates a male domain and a male 

sphere." Torjesen said. "A woman's spee< b must 
lie private bm ause public speech is the instrument 
of power and political authority A woman who 
gains 'male' honor is thereby shamed 

Women of the early church, as well as women 

today, saw in Jesus Christ a new identity for them- 
selves. Torjesen said They believed Christ 
preached equality for all and that because of this, 
women are not inferior to men Therefore they 
should not be forced to follow u set of s<* ial stan- 
dards they considered to tie repressive. 

When religious activities moved out of the home 
in the fourth century and into buildings built 
specifically for worship. Torjesen said, women 

latgan to lose their roles as religious leaders Male 
religious leaders began to criticize women who 
took leadership roles, calling them, among other 
things, "dishonorable and disorderly 

Torjesen spake of a letter written by a male bish- 
op in response to the activities of a particular 
female prophet "She was given the name fezebel. 
whit h invokes a very powerful sexual image she 
was cast as a seductress Her teaching was 
dest rihed ns fornication 

Torjesen said that male church leaders often 
gave disparaging sexual qualities to female reli 
giotis leaders and that tune period was "typical of 
rhetorii sexualizinga woman loader 

The whole issue of theologii at difference when 
it focuses on (i woman leader is sexualized." I nr 

jesen said 

This sexiiiili/ing of women loaders arose out of 
"an understanding of gander roles and the gender 
personality that is common to Mediterranean six 

oties," stie said "It's a gender system that assor 

rites honor with masculinity and shame with fem 
ininitv 

Knowledge of this xy stem is ner essary in order 
to "analyze the organization of masculinity and 
femininity that is huilt under tiie title of honor and 
shame as a way of interpreting early Christian 
texts." said Torjesen 

These attitudes are alive today. Torjesen said 
They can he seen in the reluctant o of many ( fins- 
tian religions to ordain women or to ar cept them 
as leaders 

The whole issue of sexualizing women, espe 
tally when it comes to positions of religious lead 

ership. is still very volatile in our societyshe 
said "This is something that I'm arguing is inher 
ent of the gender system 

Torjesen said that Christianity in general does 
not ritically analyze society's attitudes toward 
gender 

"Christian theologians have basically taken the 
Roman gender system and given it a Christian trap 
tism." she said "(They) have tried to make it an 

essential part of the Christian faith without ask 
mg the question, is there anything distinctly 
Christian about this/"' 

But Torjesen also sees opportunity for change 
"Christianity certainly in gender, tends to fol 

low the load of the culture it's in." she said "And 
so as increasingly larger roles for women open in 
American society. I think American Christianity 
will simply follow suit ns (Christianity did) 2.000 
years ago in adopting the Roman attitudes toward 

gender." 
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If you plan on getting 
a job after graduation, 

maybe you'd better 
get one NOW! 

It you arc a U of O student and you 
want to join the award-winning 

Oregon Daily Emerald 
advertising staff 

attend the informational meeting 
Wednesday, May 11,4 p.ni. 

Oak Room. KMl 
Your questions will be answ ered and 

applications w ill be available 

(>reyt ft l \iih Emerald 
The Oregon Daily Emerald is an equal opportunity employer 

and committed to a culturally diverse workplace 

LATE NIGHT 
' with Track Town Pizza 

Medium Pizzas 
• DISCOUNTED • 

Medium 1 Item $7.95 
Additional toppings available for $1.05 

TRACK TOWN 
PIZZA 

484-2799 
Two convenient locations 

to serve you: 

CAMPUS 1809 Franklin Blvd. 
WEST 2SI1 W. llth & Wilson 


