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universities, although it is still small in comparison to 
the steps wo must take," she said. 

In 1963. Arvelo-Jimenez became the associate director 
of the Venezuela Institute of Scientific: Research anci in 
1968. began working with the Indians for her master's 
decree. 

"In order to understand one group, one must study all 
groups.” she said 

for more than two dec odes she has "researched the 
politic nl systems of Indian groups and analyzed power 
relations between Venezuelan states and the indigenous 
people within the Venezuelan territory," she saict 

Arvelo-JImenez hopes to convince northern Venezue- 
lans of the need to reconcile with their cultural roots and 
to honor all people regardless of their different cultures 

"If you reconcile with vour past," she tells them, "you 
can have a consolidated identity," 

All Venezuelans ore closely related because they are 
descended from the same three cultural ancestors. 
Arvnlo-limenez said Even so, the government doesn't 
recognize the Indians as citizens, although they're dis 
tantly related. Because of this, they hove no national 
identity and are not considered Venezuelan. 

The territories are considered wastelands by the 
Venezuelan government because the indiaiu have their 
ancestral homelands them Yet. the land has n significant 
•s onomii value for the government sini e it is ru h in nat- 
ural resources such as gold, iron and trees 

If the land did not contain resources coveted by the 
government. Arveto*|imenez beliescs there would be 
less opposition to granting land titles She is working to 
grnnt land titles to 12 ethnic groups inhabiting southern 
Venezuela 

Despite public perse* utlon, Arvelo-Jimenez has c on- 
tinued her work 

The Venezuelan press launched an attack against her 
for three months Thev dec lared her a national threat 
because she defended people without an identity In 
their eyes, she vvns a traitor 

Upon the advic e of a wise old man." she understood 
that be< ause no fac tual evidenc e had been presented 
against her. she would not be thrown in jail 

Arvelo-Jimenez realized that the press was plaving a 

game with her They tried to silnnc e iier. to persecute her 
to the point of fear Thev wanted her to stop public Iv 
defending the Ainazonians. 

For a while, she- removed herself from the spotlight "I 
would see the injustice and would not be able to shut 
up." she said 

This is a world in which people 
don't count, only wealth matters, 
I want to leave it a more Just and 
equal society. I cannot tolerate 
repression daily, 

Arvelo-Jimenez 
Professor of Anthropology 

then in 1<>84 she returned to Brazil to continue her 
field studios 

Today, she is speaking out in a different way Shu 
learned that strong groups such us tho National Army 
and religious organizations ore needed to help hor fight 
against injustice 

Through hor work she tins "loomed to In* so)floss 
I his is ttii! opposite of tliii way tilings are in Venezuela, 
she said I tie society places high value on economic and 
sos uil values 

l his is a world in which people don’t count, only wealth matters, she said I want to leave it a more nisi 
and equal s<k ictv I cannot tolerate repression daily." she 
said 
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In January the miscalculation 
was discovered and the ASUO 
instituted a freeze oil accepting 
any additional subsidy appli- 
cants. When the freeze was in- 
stituted, 234 families were re- 

ceiving subsidies. Since then 
Reynolds said an additional 20 
students have applied. 

Last year, only 210 families 
received the child care subsidy, 
as the task force capped the 
number of recipients. At the end 
of the year, almost $15,000 was 

washed into the IFC's surplus 
account, because it had not been 
spent As a result. Inst year's task 
force eliminated the ceiling on 

the number of families granted 
r 

subsidies, causing an increase in 
families who qualified 

"(The task force's) crime was 

that they were trying to help more 
families get through school." Mi- 
chelle Thompson, a single 
mother, said. 

"We re not the ones punishing 
you," 1FC member ( aitlin Twain 
said "1 think you need to t>e 
directing this energy to the task 
force.” 

Although Bender does not 
believe that the IKC is responsible 
for the budget shortfall, she does 
believe that the subsidy is crucial 
for families like her own "I know 
for a fact that it does make a 

difference in people going to 
school." 

Reynolds said to the IFC 
members, "The reality is that the 

only people who can help at this 
time is you folks 

Bonder, n student herself, said 
the money to cover the cost of the 
loan will probably lie token out 
of nest year's ASt JO child are 

subsidy allocation What will 
happen is we will serve less 
families." she said 

"There's multiple ways to pay 
Isick the loan. IFLLhmnuan jinn 
Liu said. Liu said that 
administrative costs could lie cut 
or fundraising pursued. 

Twain said the task force has 
had to manage its money in the 
past, she suggested reinstituting 
the iaip for the number of families 
who qualify. 

"If I don't get the subsidy that 
I get now." Thompson said. "I 
can't make it through school 
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You could rent any truck. 
Then again, you could’ve 

gone to any school. 
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There are thousands of colleges out there Fortunately, you made a good choice. 
Now make the right choice when you leave Kent a truck front Ryder 

Ryder makes your move eas\ With a convenient toll free reservation number 
Clean, reliable vehicles that are easy to load and drive Fast processing to speed up check 
in and check out And a 24 hour Roadside Assistance Line for help along the way 

So put your education to good use and call l-800-(iO-RYI)ER (1-800-467-9337) 
or cull your local Ryder dealer for special student rates: We re there when you need us. 

2288 Hwy. 99 No. 
503-689-6335 

1210 Willagillespie Rd. 
503-344-9938 

750 Chambers 
503-342*4640 

Ill Main St. 
503-741-1561 


