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FARM
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main problem for the farm. The Universi-
ty does not see the farm as a valid pro-

Boggess, a graduate student who
worked on the farm in 1987, said, "1l it
wasn’t for the Urban Farm, | wouldn"
have stayed in school.”

This year, Bettman is leading a class of
4 }[{:‘nl‘n h«:nu.w:a it is not acadsmic enough, 110 students on the farm. Two graduate
n attman said. : )
= students and two volunteers lead stu
2 The farm .hm h",fi .h.’ become more dents in perennial gardens, in compost-
classroom oriented l-m\';vrsnms nnl- not ing methods and in relocating plants
hands-on.” Bettman said. "In today’s

N . " All the students share the responsibil-
: society, physical labor is not valued e v ble beds
g The Univ ty hased the | { ity of more than 70 raised vegetable beds
v e 'I"" “r“l ; PUIt 1"““ ]; MASRN AR “This vear, we wanted to make it a whole
vy a5 1] 1 NS s
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G n the 1980s, students built and main against one another,” Bettman said. "It
! tained a solar greenhouse, learned how to was 100 territorial in the past.”

compost organic waste and used non
chemical pest control methods

By 1988, 60 students were involved in
the farm. They built a 20-foot windmill
that pumped water directly from the Mill-
race to irrigate the farm. By 1990, 90 peo-
ple regularly worked on the farm

In 1989, Bettman assumed responsibil-
ity for the farm when no one else in the
landscape architecture department was
willing to take it on. “"Wae should take

Bettman hopes to find a way to avoid
big lapses when students leave in the
summer. A lot of people will come to
work in the spring to get the farm in
shape and help plant vegetables, but few
will stay to the summer when it is time to
harvest the food,” she said

Time has not changed the problem of
lack of recognition and respect for the
farm. The problem may work itself out if
University officials recognize that people

e

care of it,” she said. "It had a good start
and good soil. It would have been a
shame to letLiLgo to waste.”

in Lane County are hungry, Bettman said.
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In spring 1991, University officials
replaced half of the farm with an arts and
crafts building. University officials also
eventually tore down the original farm-
house because it was vandalized. A
paved bike path was built through the
south side of the farm

After the arts and crafts building was
built, motivation and organization were
at an all-time low. Bettman became dis-
couraged and realized her diligent band
of organic farmers could not continue
without support from the University

Lisa DeCicco tends to the raised beds at the Urban Farm Thursday afternoon.

Students and faculty decided to let the
farm rest

For many of thestudents working on it,
the farm has been a lifestyle more than it
has been a college course. Students
learned organic farming methods before
graduation to be better prepared for jobs
“People came 1o the farm because they
knew they could touch land.” Britz said

The farm gave people ideas and meth
ods to develop their own versions of

backyard organic gardening. “In a city,
one small garden can lead to an entire
city block of gardens,"” Britz said. "“It's an
important thing — students and cities
working toward a goal.”

Students such as John Karlick and Jay
Boggess put down strong roots working at
the Urban Farm. In 1979, Karlick estab-
lished Sweetwater Nursery in Creswell
“It was just destiny,” he said. "1 forever
liked to grow things."”

tions and student fees. Food for Lane
County donates some seeds. In return,
extra produce from the farm is given to
the organization. All food not donated
belongs to the students,

Neither Britz nor Bettman can walk
away from the farm. “'I care what it looks
like,”” Bettman said. 'l believe in it and
can't see it decline.”

Britz agreed that even if the farm
becomes desperate for University support
he could never leave it, "It continues to
touch people’s lives,” he said.
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forred 1o stay.”

Kincaid, 79, and four of her classmates who
have resided in Eugene most of their lives will
describe what Eugene used to be like tonight at 7
p-m. at the McNail-Riley House, 13th Avenue and
Jefferson Street. The public gathering was orga
nized in celebration of Historic Preservation

Month

“To me, this is really important,” said Doug
Card, organizer of the event. "It gives us a really
honest and interesting picture of the past

Card said the live classmates will discuss
changes in safety and education in the Eugene
community. All five panelists graduated from high
school in 1933 and raised their families in Eugene,
he said

Kincaid said she's not sure what will be the
group's focus, but she would like people to under-
stand the differences in community spirit and edu
cation then and now. For example, she sald she
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can’t understand why people won't fund schools
now when they were able to do so during the
Depression
We had an excellent school system for those

times,”’ she said. “"We had all sorts of things that
people argue about now."

Kincald sald many people now don't care about
what hup]mus to a community

“Even during the years of the Depression people
valued their community very highly,” she said

There are many people who have come here late-
Iy that really give a damn about it

Like her four classmates, Kincaid was active
the Eugene community and had a successful
carear. She owned and O pt rated a radio station
with her husband and was the first woman news

editor on the Pacific coast, she said

Kincaid was a member of the Emerald staff
when it was a part of the journalism school. Staff
members didn’t have as much freedom as they do
now, she said

It was more of a student newspaper,”” she said
Wae didn't try to focus on worldly issues.”
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Eugene: From a minority’s view

The first African-American
women to live in Eugene will
describe past human rights
conditions Saturday at the
Eugene Water and Electric
Board conference room.

As part of Historic Preserva-
tion Month, Pearlie Lee Wash-
ington, Bertha Johnson, Mattie
Reynolds and Anna Dee Mims
will discuss what it was like
to grow up in Eugene. They
will speak Saturday through a
video presentation and a ques-
tion-and-answer panel, said
Roosevelt White, a Jefferson
Middle School adviser. Wash-
ington passed away recently,
but is still included in a video

interview,

Five African-American stu-
dents from Jefferson Middle
School, with the help of Fred
and Pauline Davison, inter-
viewed the four women as part
of a class project. Students
from South Eugene High
School also will participate in’
the event.

"This is a worthwhile pro-
ject,” White said. “I would like
to see as many people show up
as possible.”

The presentation is sched-
uled from noon to 2 p.m. Peo-
ple will have an opportunity
to visit with the three women
before the video presentation.
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