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‘Right to die’ may go to ballot

(AP) — Oregon doctors unable to reach agreement
on the issue of assisted suicide will wait to see how
the state’s voters respond to a “death with ¢ fignity
initiative that may be headed for the November bal
lost

Afer hearing testimony Sunday, the Omgon Med
ical Association could reach no cor
Leigh Dolin, OMA president

"It was a very humbling and soul-searching kind
of testimony,” he said
family members and si

sonsus, said Dr

People were talking about
tuations thev've had when
in retrospect, they could have handled the situa
tion differently

Dr. Paul Kaplan of Eugene said he

haunted for vears by the words of an elderly woman

had heen

pleading for death -

She reached up and grabbed my arm and said
Kaplan recalled

I'he 90-year-old woman suffered from pneumo
nia and other ailments. The attending physician
had advised Kaplan, then an intern at a Portland
hospital, to give her heavy doses of morphine for
her pain but withhold antibiotics to fight the infec-
Lion

Fearful of the onsequences, ]\-l}l]-ll: refused to
carry out the re ommendation. Years later and after
much reflection, he said, he firmly believes it would
have been best to comply with her request

“I was afraid to take that responsibility and | have
never lorgotten that lesson,”

to me, ‘Please lot me die

he told his colleagues

I'he issue may come to a choice that must be left
up to the individual doctor and patient, Dolin said

"It was obvious this was one of the most difficult
issues we've faced,” he said. “There just isn't any
consensus about what's right or wrong on the sub
ject.”

Doctors like to believe they have a good answaor
for any medical problem, Dolin said. But they had
no clear answer in discussing when a physician
should assist a terminally ill patient who wants
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‘Many physicians are
acknowledging that aid in
dying is indeed an ethical
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process and a logical
process.’

Dr. Peter Goodwin
Oregon Death with Dignity Campaign
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to die or what kind of assistance -._"-I::i-i?n-inru
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N{l'-lh while, the OMA will wait to see how Ore TlJES[)AY MAY 3RD
gonians respond to the “death with dignity’ ini .
tiative \}"n' would allow some terminally iil 10 ro 330

patients to obtain a lethal dose of drugs from do
tors

Initiative supporters need to gather 67,000 vot
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or signatures by July 8 to put the measure on the
November ballot

“We need to hear from our patients on this
said. “We need to hear from

EMU LOWER LEVEL

Dolin

tha I,n-z-]‘!.- ol Oregon

S R S BT (TS (8 (SRS TS 18

what to do

Backer of the aid-in-dving measure said they con o DlM
sidered the OMA's indecision a victory. The OMA ESUM
the American Medical = E\J"\( Sun
Association's fin 41”1; that P hvsician-assisted sui
cide is “fundamentally inconsistent
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also declined to endorse

with the physi
cian's role as healer

Dr. Poter Goodwin, a family practitioner in Port
land and chairman of the Oregon Death with Dig
nity Campaign, said it reflects that doctors are begin
ning to pay more heed to the wishes of pationts

Many physicians are acknowledging that aid in

dying is indeed an ethical process
process he said

and a logical
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