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Duck backfield looks to step up

By Steve Mims

oo [iady Frrwe i

Last season Sean Burwell and
Ricky Whittle were supposed to
b the best backfield duo in Ore
gon history. That didn’t happen,
but this vear Whittle is hack
with a new partner Dino
Philyaw

I'he circumstances in 1994
will be differemt for Whittle
because this time around he s
the experienced member of the
hackfield. That's a stark contrast
from last season when three
vear starter Burwell and the
vounger, maore powerful Whittle
had Oregon coaches and lans
alike salivating over the possi
bilities: However 11|u|,| te the
build-up, injuries and inconsis
tencies limited the tandem to
less than BOO vyards rushing
combined

It's a real downfall that me
|:]rt ."l'-il] weore ‘\1"."!!‘\"1{ L] ll"
the best backs and this and that
and it didn’t turn out,” Whittle
said. It was o whaole NMuke.’

Whittle showed his ‘rIHIJH 1]
during his freshman vear when
he gained 634 vards rushing in a
backup roll, but slumped to only
284 yards on 67 carries a yoaor
aRo Now that he's the veteran
Whittle said he feels pressure to
fill the shoes of Burwell, Ore

gon's No. 2 all-time rusher

(Sean) put a lot of pressure
on us,”” the junior from Fresno
Calil., said. “What he did is phe-
nomenal. He came in as o frush
man and did his thing and 1
guess what we have to pick up

from is game-to-game, being
more consistent.”

The halfback slot for Oregon

is a question mark during spring

drills, as only Whittle and
Philvaw have played a down in
college, ye! neither has ;:rll\'mi
himsell over the course of an
entire season

1'm feoling that Dino Philvaw
15 hopefully ready 1o step to the
iri.nl'_' (}H".'_I'-H head coach Rich
Brooks sald Ricky Whittl
going to have (o step up and
show he's a durable guv that wie
can count on play after play, doy
after day, without the nagging

injuries that he's had

Maoking matters more worr
some for the coach is the [act
that the only other halfback on
the depth chant this spring is
Kamil Stone. a sophomore who
played cornerback for the Ducks
last season. Freshmen David
Crump and Kevin Parker will
join the Ducks in the fall

he Ducks have had othe
highly-recruited running backs
the last few
vears, but Kealii Clifford, Greg
Fogle, Woody Green and James
Reed all left the team for differ
ont reasons Ilr-.[l:t-v the ques
tions, Brooks

join the program in

said it isn7t l!l'il".
that worries him

Right now I'm not ROING 1o
worry about !ln»ll'.h at any posi
tion,” Brooks said. “I'm going to
worry about execution and qual
ity of performance at the posi
tion rather than whether or not
somebody’s going to get hurt. I'l]
be worried about it if one of

them gets hurt. I'll worry in ¢
real hurry

I'he 5-foot-9 188 ;mlmll
Whittle and 5-foot-10, 175
pound Philyaw differ in stature
and thev say their running styles

Yary as waonil

"He's a lot more elusive, like
Sean,”” Whittle said of Philyaw
He'll see yvou downfield and
already be thinking in h
Once 1 get past this g
vou up for something else.” He's

! .'ILI:II"I a lot 1head of
ne, as far as his moves, than |
If Phil the ‘
Whin the bHattle
Rick w ts to puni )
s ind 1SS YO tt
Philvaw sald. *"H« tos
1 ar i iy 1itly
Oregon uarterback Danny

|
(Y'Neil said the most important

thing Is to make the back a more

tocal point of the offens

I'he first thin g we need to do
s have .:!.1.!|ll' asis on the run
MnNg game ind that

.|.|-|I!ti|!|-.'_.|-|! Vready

senlor-to-be said There's 1

doubt we need a better run
game. Talking to [offensive coor

dinator Mike) Bellotti, he had o we'll pass the ball better as
good point. He said "T'o win a lot well.”

ol games in Nov rn:?n-r_ yvou need

1o be able to run the football.' Burwell added an extra

dimension to the team as a
receiver, catching 109 passes for
more than 1,000 vards in four
vears. Whittle and Philyaw have
combined for only 27 catches i
three vears combined

“I'm a firm believer we need
to run the football and that will
apen up the passing game,
CNeil said. It all goes hand-in
hand, and as we run the football

JEFF PASLAYE merid

Oregon's Dino Philyaw Is doing double duty this spring, practicing with
the football team and running track.

“1 alwavs had a lot of faith
that (Burwell) would be in the
open area,”” O'Neil said. “I'll
have to see how Ricky and Dino
are, bul as we saw in games last
year, you give Ricky the ball and
there's no telling what he's
going to do with it. One thing |
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CALL 346-4343 BEFORE 1 p.m. TODAY TO PUT US TO WORK FOR YOU TOMORROW!

THE FAR SIDE

By GARY LARSON

“Oh, and a word of waming about Muslier over
there. ... He's gol a good head on his shoulders,
but it's best not to mention It.*

'\' Al

Jill K. & Nazzi T
We are so proud of you!
LAl Al

Please call 686-0944 10
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tation when lost

FORWARD TO READING THE
VOICE OF REASON.
BEST OF LUCK, KALY

_ 10LOSTAFOUND

MONEY g A ey HEL-P YOU GET
amount, day lost, mode of transpor-

Al M4-0TS58, ROBIN 5 GRAD SCHOOL
APPROVED. 20 your thema/das back
ground. Term papers ull resume sed
vice Edtng Laser ;v ON CAMPUS!

103 GREEK HAPPENINGS 105 PERSONALS 115 TYPING SERVICES

JO THE TYPING PRO

CONGRATULATIONS Term Papers Theses Dissertations
Congratulations on ED CARSON Call 6836068 Anytime
Initiation | WILL BE LOOKING MID-TERM CRUNCH

-
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Synergy
Word Processing

686-5796 |

Local pick up & chllncy
Ak about student disce

BETTER WRITING GRADES
THIS TERM

Editing « Writing Assistancs * Typing

All writing sty'es and sulyects welcome

Pro/Edit 741-7553

Chuaranteed ErmorFres Proects”

DIAL A-TYPIST
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Doonesbury
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| Hi, THERE, DOC! £
| MR BUTTS HERE' £
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I'M G/VING MY DAUGHTER

A TOUR OF THE PLANT! (0D
YOU TELL US WHAT GOES INTD
QUR FINE LINE OF PRODUCTS ®

CONTAING NEARLY 600 QUALITY
ADDITIVES, INCLUOING AMMONA
MEGASTIEMATRIENDNE, MALTITEX, | F
CEHYOROMEN THOF URDLAC TONE |

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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by Adam Kincher




