
Duck backfield looks to step up 
By Steve Mims 
Oregon Iktot* I'mataM 

fjist season Sean Burwoll and 
Ri< ky Whittle were supposed to 
be the (rest bin kfield duo in Ore 
gon history That didn't happen, 
tint this year Whittle is back 
with a new partner. Dino 
Philya w 

The ( in.umst«n(.es in 1‘1'H 
will he different for Whittle 
because this time around he ts 

the experienced member of the 
ti e kfield That 's a stark < ontnisl 
from last season when three 
year starter Burwoll and the 
younger, more powerful Whittle 
had Oregon coaches and fans 
alike salivating ov er the possi 
hi I it les- I III vvev IT despite t ill- 
build up, injuries and inc onsis- 
ton« ies limited the tandem to 
less than 800 yards rushing 
combined. 

"It's a real downfall that me 

and Sean were supposed to he 
the I rest hacks and tins and that 
and it didn't turn out." Whittle 
said "It was a whole fluke 

Whittle showed his promise 
during his freshman year when 
he gained (04 yards rushing in a 

backup roll, but slumped to only 
JH4 yards on ft7 carries a year 

ago Now that he’s the veteran. 
Whittle said he feels pressure to 
fill the shoes of Bui well, Ore- 
gon's No 2 all-time rusher 

"(Sean) put n lot of pressure 
on us." the junior from Fresno. 
Calif., said "What he did is phe 
nornenal He came in as a fresh- 
man and did his tiling and 1 
guess what we have to pit k up 

from is game-to-gnme. being 
more consistent." 

The halfback slot for Oregon 
is a question mark during spring 
drills, as only Whittle and 
Philvaw have played a down in 
college, yet neither has proved 
himself over the t ourse of an 

entire season 

'Tin haling that i)ino Phi I yaw 
is iiopefuily ready to step to the 
plate." Oregon head roach Rich 
Brooks said "Rii kv Whittle is 

going to have to step up and 
show he's a durable guy that we 

cam count ori piny after play, dov 
after day, without the nagging 
injuries that he's had 

Making matters more worri- 

some for the coach is the fm t 
that the only other ha I flue k on 
the depth ( hart this spring is 

Kamil Stone, a sophomore who 
played cumerhoi s for the Ducks 
last season Freshmen David 
( rump and Kevin Parker will 
join tlie Ducks in the fall 

t he Dili ks have iiad other 
highly-rec ruited running tracks 
join tiie program in the Inst few 
years, but Kealii Clifford, Dreg 
Fogle. Woody Green and James 
Reed all left the team for differ- 
ent reasons Despite the ques- 
tions, Brooks said it isn't depth 
that worries him. 

"Right now I'm not going to 
worry about depth at any posi- 
tion," Brooks said "I'm going to 

worry about execution and qual- 
ity of porformaiH e at the posi- 
tion rather than whether or not 
somebody's going to get hurt I'll 
lie worried about it if one of 

thorn gets hurt I'll worry in a 

real hurry' " 

The Sfoot-tl, lBfl-pound 
Whittle and 5-foot-KJ, 17f. 

pound Fhilvaw differ in stature, 
and they say their running styles 
vary as well. 

'He's a lot more elusive, like 
Sean." Whittle said ofPhilvaw 
"He'll see you downfleld and 
already In* thinking in his mind. 
Once 1 get past this guv. I'll set 

you up for something else He's 
thinking a lot more ahead of 
time, as far as his moves, than I 
am." 

If Phityaw is the elusive one. 
then Whittle is the battier. 

"Kit k ysants to punish you 
now and miss you later," 
I’hilyaw said "lb s just as fast 
as 1 am. but his style is differ- 
ent." 

Oregon quarterback. Danny 
O'Neil said the most important 
thing is to make the bar k a more 

focal point of the offense 
"The first thing we need to do 

is have an emphasis on the run- 

ning game, and that's been 
aci omplished already.” the 
senior to he said "There's no 

doubt we need a I artier running 
game Talking to (offensive coor- 
dinator Mike) itellotti. he had a 

good point, lie said To win a lot 
of games in Novemlmr. you need 
to lie able to run the footlwll 

"I'm a firm believer we need 
to run the football and that will 
open up the passing game." 
O'Neil said It all goes hand-in- 
hand. and as we run the football 

PA$lAY/£m«rak> 
Oregon 's Ditto Phllyaw is doing double duty this spring, practicing with 
the football team and running track. 

we II pass thi? ball bettor as 

well." 

Burwell added on extra 
dimension to the team ns a 

ns eiver, (pitching 10(1 passes for 
more than 1,000 yards in four 

it) Whittle and Philyaw bav a 
combined for only 27 catches in 
three years combined. 

"I always had a lot of faith 
that (Burwell) would be in the 
open area," O'Neil said. “I'll 
have to see how Ricky and Dino 
are. but as we saw in games last 
year, you give Ricky the ball and 
there's no telling what he's 
going to tin with it. One thing I 
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TMI FAR SIDI By GARY IARSON 

"Oh. and • word of warning about Muaflar ovar 
lhara Ha'a got a good hood on hta aboutdara, 

but If a boat not to mantlon It 
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Congratulations on 

Initiation 
Jill K & Nazxi T 

We are so proud of you! 
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Doonesbury BY GARRY TRUDEAU 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
ED CARSON 

I WILL BE LOOKING 
FORWARD TO READING THE 

VOICE OF RSASON. 
BEST OF LUCK. KALY 
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Small Scene by Adam Kincher 
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