Seminars offer tips on traveling, working abroad

By Catherine Hours
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Tips and strategies on how to overcome
many of the challenges and obstacles of
working and traveling abroad were offered
to students in two seminars last weok

The “Work Abroad” and
“Budget Travel,” were sponsored by the
Council on International Educational
Exchange. They attracted about 50 students
who wanted to learn about the cheapest
wavs to travel, how to get the most out of
their trips and how to get a job while high
unemployment rates all over the world
make it extremely difficult to find work
opportunities abroad

sessions,

CIEE offers a Work Abroad program
allowing students to work for three to six
months in various countries. Its success
over the past 28 years is evidence of the
helplessness and confusion that students
feel when theyv have to seek jobs in
countries they've never visited or where
they have no connections

Melanie Tyrrel, a senior in political
science who plans to go to England after
graduation, explained that her
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Intensive b-week program in
Portland, OR, July 18-Aug 28 Earn
12 quarter hours. Study language (all
levels) and culture with Japanese

students on theme “Nature & the
Environment.” Three-day wilderness
program included. Pnor language
study not requined
Oregon/Japan Summer Program
222 SW Columbia, Suite 1750
Portland, OR 97201

Tel. (503) 223-7935 Fax (503) 223-T%46
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participation in such a program would
suppress the annoying
“officialdom™ by helping to provide her
with visas and work permits

Indeed, requires
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working overseas

and students sometimes face a series of
obstacles

For example, the United States is often
regarded as a wealthy nation and foreigners
may be surprised and skeptical when
Americans travel abroad to work
i context,

In such
internationallv-oriented
Americans sometimes dont feel welcome

Moreover, the host of the seminar, Keith
Yazmir, campus relations coordinator lor
the CIEE. noticed that summer jobs are a
very American concept and are not that
developed slsewhere. European students
more often supported by their
governments through scholarships and
lower tuitions. Also, many of them live
at their parents’ home during the summer
and don’t have to worry about living
expenses. Hence, they sometimes don’t
understand why Americans need to work

However, motivation remains the
applicants’ main asset. Yazmir mentioned
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Why Do That When You Could Be Do

the experience of a young man who
planned to get a job in Europe over the
summoer and who was very excited. In the
plane on his way to London, the man
talked about his hopes. He talked so much
and with such enthusiasm that everyone
in the seats around him became aware of
his situation. By the end of the trip, a man
came up to him and hired him to work in
his office in downtown London, saying
that this person had more energy than he
would ever need for his u”u 0

Although there is virtually no restriction
on the types of work available to foreign

students ,||,||t‘|u ants must be realistic
especially if their language skills are
limited

Unlike informal kinds of positions such
as waiters or salespeople, career-related
jobs require Some researn h. For instance
in France, applications must be sent at least
six months belorehand. Job hunters will
adopt many of the same strategies that they
home. Still, they will
sometimes need to learn how to write
resumes and cover letters adapted to their
choson country
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studies who spent six months in Ecuador
one year ago, said it took dozens of phone
calls from the U.S. before she received a
positive answer. She finally found an
internship in an environmental law
organization in Quito where she did lots
of research, translation and field work

Students will have to use as many
sources of information as they can: careor
services offices, study abroad offices (much
like the Office of International Education
and Exchange here at the University)
1‘[”!1“;‘1! s, and friends

Americans should also take adv mr.l,.;u
of their cultural background. Their luency

in English is an obvious example. This skill
is highly rated in places like banks, retail
stores, and hotels, especially in “touristy”
areas. For instance, some are asked to lead
tours for English-speaking visitors in
wineries in France or [taly

Novertheless, for most students, the
fact that working abroad allows them to
afford their stay is a secondary factor. It is
mainly an opportunity for them to expe
rience and gain a new perspective and to
get an insider’s view of the country and
its inhabitants and culture
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