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Macintosh Consulting

Combining over 20 years of professional
experience —we specialize in transforming the
Macintosh into a powerful office partner —designing
custom 4D database systems, configuring networks
and creating custom software to meet your needs

Call today to arrange a complementary consultation I,“
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U0 Housing positions available for 1994-95 school year

Desk assistants at Hamilton, Carson & University Inn Arca Desks
Mail clerks at Hamulton Area Desk
. » Work 8-20 hours/ week
o » 35.20-5.65/hour (based on prior U0 Housing experience)

Applications available at Area Desks and
University Housing Front Desk. Completed
apphications must be tumed in to UO Housing
Front Desk no later than 12 noon, Apnl 27, 1994
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Alter: Weird news a bad fad

By Lori Bettineski

epon L'y Ermaw sl

If anyvone can relate to media figures, it's Orego-
nians. With Senator Bob Packwood and Tonva
Harding making headlines almost daily, the topic
of this vear’s annual Ruhl Lecture Wednesday
afternoon hit rather close to home

Sponsored by the School of Journalism, the le
ture drew one of its |-1T\’,"‘~' crowds in ﬂl,;ll'ltm!]
voears when Newsweek's senior editor
media critic Jonathon Alter spoke on °
doization of News."

Known for his critical look at the media’s role in

Amenican society

and news
The Geral

Alter began his speech by
thanking the large crowd for coming at a time

. when Geraldo, Sally Jesse
Raphael and Phil Donahue
were competing against him
for attention

“I'm lucky you showed up
today.” Alter said. “"The rest
of America has appointments
with people who are so famil-
ar to everyone that we don’t
oven last names. If
Tonya or Michael or Lorena
or Joey and Amy were on
today, | might as well pack it
in right now."”

Familiarity by the public with well-known
tabloid celebrities was one of the key themes Alter
focused on during his 45-minute speech

Citing supermarket tabloids and syndicated tele-
vision shows as a major source of “Geraldoiza-
tion,” Alter said he believes the 1990s are becom-
ing too wrapped up in “weird-news tabloid
reporting.”

“Right now we're stuck with freak-of-the-week
coverage,” Alter said. “The entire media estab-
lishment are finding themselves obsessing over
John Bobbitt's penis or Lyle Menendez’ toupe or
Michael Fay's buttocks in Singapore.”

Alter emphasized that journalists working in the
media today need to focus more attention on what
is really important, not what sells on the news
stands. After working in the field for almost 20
vears, Alter said he felt sensationalism in the
media today is what alarms him the most

“Many viewers confuse what they see on Geral-
do or Donahue or Hard Copy with news,” Alter said.
“The result of all this is that people see and hear
more news than ever before, but believe less of it

“And when they believe less of it, they grow
more cynical and detached from the very ques-
tions of public importance that the news is sup-
posed to engage them in,"” he said

As unpopular or unappealing as the truth may

nead
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The truth may be that the
maid doesn't have the
foggiest idea what Michael
Jackson does with children,
but if you put her on saying
that, everyone will change the
channel.

Jonathan Alter,

Noewsweek's editor and media critic

SENIOT

be, Alter reminded the media and journalism stu-
dents in the crowd that truth is still the highest
value of journalism.

In emphasizing the value of truth, he also
emphasized that “untabloidish,” unpopular news
is olten the type of important news that people
need to make informed decisions on as responsi-
ble citizens

The truth is not always what the public really
wants, it's claim notwithstanding,” Alter said.
“The truth may be that the maid doesn't have the
foggiest idea what Michael Jackson does with chil-
dren, but if you put her on saying that, everyone
will change the channel.”

Alter concluded his speech by emphasizing that
this type of responsiveness can be a sellout and
that the highest form of media responsibility is to
avoid responding to the desires of the audience,
citing Connie Chung as an example

“Tonya Harding has a place on the evening
news, but it's not Connie Chung’s place to come to
Portland to anchor the CBS Evening News from
Harding's rink.” Alter said.

“Along the same lines, serial killers have a place
on television news, but something's wrong when
the coverage is so extensive and exploitive that we
begin to believe Americans are actually at risk of
being murdered by serial killers,... though no show
would risk pointing that out.”

Alter's speech was part of the Ruhl Symposium
on Ethics in Journalism that brings prominent pro-
fessionals and media scholars to the University to
discuss responsibility in journalism and the
boundaries of ethics in news

The annual lecture was established through a
gift from the late Mabel Ruhl of Medford in mem-
ory of her husband, Robert W. Ruhl, who died in
1967. He was the Pulitzer Prize-winning editor and
publisher of the Medford Mail Tribune
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. Wednesday Night - | Christianity And Artistic Creativity

P & ' s s a re .. A Symposium sponsored by the Ira Gaston Bequest

) ; It All events free and open to the public

S I ¢ & | FILMS both in 100 Willamette, 1371 E 13th Ave

3 : ver & | 12 April 730 pm. Jesus of Montreal
'3 : € 13 April 7:30 pm Ironweed, with Jack Nicholson and Meryl Streep

1 (v I

= : i 19 April 3:00 p.m. /15 Lawrence, 1190 Franklin Blud

ik t C Christian Creativity in Eastern Orthodox Icons (illusirated lecture)
?: : at sc a n d a l ’s LL A Dean Mrhm:g. Professor Emeritus of Ant Illslnlry_ vo
i : 8§ 19 April 4:00 p.m. Warner Gallery, Museum of Art, 1430 Johnson La
g 3 Tour of the UO Icon collection, Professor McKenzie

4 ¢ You won't believe what we have going om? | | 19 April 730 pm //5 Larence. 119 Franklin Blod

't B . Athos, the Holy Mountaln (illustrated lecture)
R & { . 8 Frank R Horibeck, Professor of Art History, University of Wisconsin, Madison
2 3 ,r & | 20 April 4:00 p.m. /00 Willamette, 1371 E 13th Ave I
: °”63 o 3"“‘“ f"a : Christianity and the Arts

) X ’,1 ¢ { | g : Ve, & Doug Adams, Professor of Religion and the Arts, Pacific School of Religion
ot B A A L2 \ : S | 20 April 730 p.m. 238 Gulbert, 955 £ 13th Ave
A § Christianity and Architecture
% £ X ’ I Thomas Gordon Smith, Chairman and Professor, School of Architecture,

; T By, C€all 343-4734 for University of Notre Dame

1 f R more information n 21 April 4:00 p.m. 237 Gulbert, 955 E 13th Ave.
2 e s ' on our = 3 Christianity and Literary Artistry: Willlam Kennedy's
- 3 ‘ ; Purgatorial Vision, Ted L. Estess, Associate Professor of English and
" ' o ; T Dean of the Honors College, University of Houston

S g : b & § 21 April 7:00 p.m. 110 Willamette, 1371 E 13th Ave

' X ’ B Panel Discussion Professors Adams, Estess, and Smith

A e . 3 5 *Requests for accommodations related 1o disability should be made 1o

X . L : 4 - Professor J. T Sanders @ 3464957 by § Apeil

RELATED EVENTS (admission fee charged)
12 May 8:00 p.m. Comcert by University Gospel Ensemble
Plus, a series of lectures and concerts presented by the Oregon Bach
Festival, May, June and July, especially
26 June 8:00 p.m. Litamles, first performance of a new choral work
by Arvo Part.
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