
Oregon Daily Emerald Sports 
Strong performances highlight Duck meet 
By Scott Simonson 

The marquee names helped 
bring the fans to the Oregon 
Invitational. The Oregon track 
teams helped bring the fans to 
their feet. 

Names familiar to Oregon 
track fans performed solidh at 
Havward Field on Saturday. 
Maria Mutoln. Art Skipper. Dan- 
ny Lope* and Muhammad Oliv- 
er won events However, the 
Oregon trac k teams helped cre- 

ate many of the competition's 
closest and most exciting racos. 

Cilose races produced some 

impressive times Three athletes 
on the Oregon men's team sur- 

passed NCAA provisional qual- 
ifying marks. On the women's 
team. Milena Glusnc did like- 
wise. 

Oregon s Gordon Johnson 
overhauled teammate Scott 
Nicholas on the final lap to win 
the 1,500 meters, Johnson won 

in a time of three minutes. -41.52 
seconds, n time that heat the 
NCAA provisional qualifying 
standard, Johnson, whose best 
times had come at 800 meters, 
improved on his previous per- 
sonal best by more than seven 

seconds and was only .12 sec- 

onds from reaching the NCAA 
automatic qualifying standard. 

Nicholas finished second 
with 3:45 84. also below the 
provisional mark Nicholas 
already had beaten the provi- 
sional standard earlier in the 
season. 

Johnson and Nicholas said 
they looked at the clock as they 
came down the home stretch, 
both thought what they saw on 

the clock was a mistake by the 
timer. 

"It seemed that from about 
two-and-a-half laps out, I was 
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Oregon's Scott Nicholas, right, points to the scoreboard after teammate Qordon Johnson set a PR In win- 
ning the 1,500 at Saturday’s Oregon Invitational. 
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Oregon third baseman Irina Salcido makes a play In the Docks' dou- 
ble header sweep ot California Saturday at Howe Field. 

Schmidt’s home run 

gives Ducks a sweep 
By Stove Mims 
OfQQQfl LXitily l 

The Oregon softball team got 
two strong pitching perfor- 
ntani es as well us a pair of two- 
run home runs on the way to 

sweeping Kith ranked California 
in u doubleheader at Mowe Field 
Saturday 

The sweep was a major state- 
ment by the Ducks, who are 

looking to advent >■ to postsea- 
son play for the first time in four 
years 

"It's huge." Oregon head 
coach Tami Brown said. "This is 

going to have a huge effei t on 

us. heating Cal three out of four 
times this year It shows what 
type of team we re building. 
Sweeping Cal is not a fluke 

The t5th-ranked Ducks (22-12 
overall, tt -t in the Pacific-10 
Conference) got lug pitching per- 
formances from senior Kachelle 
Taylor and freshman Barbie 
Hickson, but would have had to 
settle for u split of the two games 
if not for catcher I^aura Schmidt. 
Schmidt came up in the bottom 
of the 10th inning of the st«< ond 
game with the scenario that 
every kid dreams about her 
team trailing by one. with a run- 

ner on base, two outs and two 
strikes. 

California (32-17, 6-10) pitch- 
er Anne Walsh had Schmidt, 

Oregon's biggest power throat, 
in an 0-2 hol«. t>ui s< hrnidt was 

patient and three pitches later 
shti drilled the hall deep over 

the wall in left-center field 
From the moment the lutll went 
oft the hat there was no ilouh! 
the hall was gone, and Oregon 
had a \-2 victory and double- 
header sweep. 

"(Walsh) had been throwing 
me a < urn-hall all day and I 
thought if she gave me some- 

thing over the plate. I'd go with 
it." Schmidt said. "Honestly, 1 
was thinking about (a home 
run).'' 

Brown knew she had the right 
hatter up at the right time. 

"It's nice to have her up in 
that spot." the coach said "It 
was nice that Oiurn did that, she 
deserves that 

S< hrnidt was able to win it in 

tlie 10th inning thanks to a 

miraculous recovery and pitch- 
ing performance by Hickson. 
Hickson, who hadn't pitched 
since suffering a stress fracture 
in her shins more than a month 
ago. pitched 10 innings, allow- 
ing seven hits and two unearned 
runs to go along with 10 strike- 
outs. 

"We didn't know how many 
innings Barbie could pitch," 
Brown said. "As the game went 
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»«f! STREET 
PUBLIC MARKET 
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JOIN NOW! 

DOG'S 

COCKTAIL RESEARCH 
TEAM 

165 W. 1101 • 683-8101 

LOWE'S 
wax* II 

The Finest Chinese and 
American Food 

Open lor lunches and 
dinners until 10:30 p m 
Mon. Thurs and until 
midnight Fri. and Sal 

Restaurant & Lounge 
947 Franklin Blvd. 

343-4480 

Weekend 
Special 

s54.00 
300 FREE MILES 

72 Hours 
Friday to Monday 

A-WAV 
RENT A CAR 

683-0874 
110W. 6th 

(By the Hull Center) 
Must be 21 
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SUBSHOP 
1225 Alder 

345-2434 
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