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Strong performances highlight Duck meet

By Scott Simonson
Oregon Dy Emera’s

The marquee names helped
bring the fans to the Oregon
Invitational. The Oregon track
teams helped bring the fans to
their feet

Names familiar to Oregon
track fans performed solidly at
Hayward Field on Saturday
Maria Mutola, Art Skipper, Dan-
ny Lopez and Muhammad Oliv-
er won events. However, the
Oregon track teams helped cre-
ate many of the competition’'s
closest and most exciting races.

Close races produced some
impressive times. Three athletes
on the Oregon men’'s team sur-
passed NCAA provisional qual-
ifying marks. On the women's
team, Milena Glusac did like-
wise
Gordon Johnson
overhauled teammate Scott
Nicholas on the final lap to win
the 1,500 meters. Johnson won
in a time of three minutes, 41.52
seconds, a time that beat the
NCAA provisional qualifying
standard. Johnson, whose best
times had come at 800 meters
improved on his previous per:
sonal best by more than seven
seconds and was only .12 sed
onds from reaching the NCAA
automatic qualifying standard

Nicholas finished second
with 3:43.84, also below the
[l[l]\l\:nl:d! mark ."-11 :':lli.i-.
alreadv had bheaten the provi

lard earlier in the

Oregon's

sional stand
|>I|\.||:l

Johnson and Nicholas said
they looked at the clock as they
came down the home stretch
Both thought what they saw on
the clock was a mistake by the
timen

“It seemed that from about
two-and-a-half laps out, I was
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Oregon’s Scott Nicholas, right, points to the scoreboard after teammate Gordon Johnson set a PR in win-
ning the 1,500 at Saturday’s Oregon Invitational.

- Schmidt’'s home run
glves Ducks a sweep

WA R M TYRE Aor e [ mera
Oregon third baseman Trina Salcido makes a play in the Ducks’ dou-
bie header sweep of California Salurday at Howe Field.

By Steve Mlms
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times this vear. It shows what
type of team wea're building
‘\\\.l'vllirl'..:( al 1s not o fluke
I'he 15th-ranked Ducks (22-12
overall, 8-4 in the Pacific-10
Conlerence) got big pitching per
formances from senior Rachelle
lavlor and freshman Barbie
Hickson, but would have had to
settle for a split of the two games
if not for catcher Laura Schmidt
Schmidt came up in the bottom

of the 10th inning of the second
game with the scenario that
every kid dreams about: her
team trailing by one, witl mn
ner on base, two outs and two

sirikoes
Calilornia (32-17, 6-10) pitct
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Hrown knew she had the right
batter up at the right time

It's nice to have her up in
that spot the coach said I
was nice that Laura did that, she
I!l“ﬂ'f'.l"- that

Schmidt was able to win it in
the 10th inning thanks to a
miraculous recovery and pitch
ing performance by Hickson
Hickson, who hadn't pitched
since suffering a stress fracture
in her shins more than a month
ago, pitched 10 innings, allow
ing seven hits and two unearned
runs to go nlong with 10 strike
outs

"We didn't know how many
innings Barbie could pitch

Brown said. "As 'h- game went
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JOIN NOW!

COCKTAIL RESEARCH
TEAM
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165 W. 11th - 683-8101 |

LOUES
VILLAGE

The Finest Chinese and
American Food

Open for lunches and
dinners until 10:30 p.m
Mon. - Thurs. and until

midnight Fri. and Sat

Restaurant & Lounge

947 Franklin Blvd.

343-4480

Weekend
Special

°54.00

300 FREE MILES

72 Hours
Friday to Monday

683-0874

1MOW. 6
(By the Hult Center)
Must be 21
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Any
Yogurt*

(Tiwcept

simall cones
and tinies

Expires 5/2/9

Campus

1225 Alder
345-2434
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