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Religious discrimination on cam

by Regina Brown

For the Ovegon Diwly Emerakd

Rachel Rubin will never forget
what happened at the final meet-
ing of her fall term sociology
class. When she asked the pro-
fessor a question about stereo-
types of Jews, the professor —
along with hall the class —
responded with criticism that
was so hostile that Rubin, a Jew,
considered it to be anti-Semitic

“They velled at me for 45 min
utes,” Rubin satd. They told her
Jews have no right to complain
about stereoty pos or their treat

ment by society, and "Jews are

‘rich whites who are whining
over nothing.””” Rubin said

Rubin accuses the professor of
criticizing her for her involve
ment with the Office of Mulii-
cultural Affairs by saying a Jow
should not participate because
discrimination against Jews is no
longer a concern

Rubin has a different opinion
She said this is only one of many
incidents in which she has X

rienced religious intolerance at
the University of Oregon

Some students say religious
intolerance and prejudice are
widespread on campus, ranging
from outright discrimination 1o
subtle slights. They believe this
is caused by stereotypes, misin-
formation and general narrow-
mindedness. However, in spite
of what some students claim., fac
ulty members and student advo-
cacy groups say they see fow
signs of religious intolerance or
religious stereoty ping

some students say religious
discriminat on often occurs as

subtle intolerance, which results

when people hold pre-formed
‘.T!-Il‘n".‘n--. abhout .'!'in.:|-al. or
because some peopla hold prey
udices against belief systems oth
er than their own

Junior Ingrid Parmeter said she
saw this at last vear's Interna-
tional Women's Day Fair, where
participants boyeotted a Catholic
women's food booth because of
false assumptions some made
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN AFTERNOON OF
TEA & COOKIES AS WE PRESENT AN
INFORMAL AND RELAXED DISCUSSION
ON THE ‘BAD’ REPUTATION OF FEMINISM

Sponsored by ASUO Women'’s Divcrsity

ENGLISH MAJORS

Come hear Professor James Boren,
Director of Undergraduate Studies,

describe the new 1994 English Major
requirements and changes in the English
Curriculum efTective in the Fall of 1994,

If you are a student in progress, planning

to graduate after this summer term, learn
how new requirements and courses will
affect you. Have your questions answered
before duck call registration for the fall term.

April 18 3:30-5:00, Cha 204

April 27 3:30-5:00,
May S  3:30-5:00, Gil 107
May 10 3:30-5:00, Con 360
May 13 3:30-5:00, Cha 204
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about Catholic political associa-
tions.

"“A lot of the other people who
were presenting booths made a
mistake in affiliating the Catholic
Church with the OCA, which is
just incorrect,” Parmeter said. 1
think they felt all Christians are
part of the OCA .

Other  roligious  persons
expressed the same sentiment
Matt Tallman of the Chi Alpha
Christian group said religious
groups are often lumped togeth
er as a result of “association by
name.” He said people some
times assume all members of a
religious organization share o

poditic agenda

Muslim student Hanan Ramahi
said she has experienced hostil
ity from people whom she
believes hold stervoty pical views
of Islam “"We're guilty until
proven innocent,” Ramahi said

Ramahi said she frequently
receives threatening phone calls
when she speaks on « ampus
about Islamic issues and during
periods of heavy news coverage
of violent events involving Mus-
lims. She said the callers threat
en 1o “get” her or tell her they are
watching her. She finds the calls
so frightening she sometimes
stays with friends.

“(1 feel) I have been deprived

of some civil rights,” Ramahi
said. Ramahi said she believes
the phone calls come from sev-
eral people.
+ Muslim Student Theo
Demetropoulos thinks stereotyp-
ing of Muslims occurs because
people are uneducated about
Islam. He said others “assume
that (all Muslims) are part of an
aggressive movement.”

Some religious persons believe
professors have displayed reli-
gious biases in class. Rev, James
Sanders of the Baptist Student
Union said, “It seems that pro-
fessors take a position and
assume that it is the right posi-
tion. In general (I) hear (from stu-
dents) about people or professors
making comments about religious
issues, and about belief in God as
being a crutch for people.”

Rev. Tiare Mathison-Bowie of
the Presbyterian Campus Min-

By Susanne Steffens

Cragon Dasly Ermeraict

* A male student reported his car alarm stolen
from his vehicle on 15th Avenue and Agate Street
April 5. The loss amounted to $80.

* A phone harassment, which occurred March
28, was reported April 6. According to police
reports, a mentally ill person was calling Myles
Brand’s office and also some University professors
talking about conspiracies. In addition to calling
them by phone, the suspect was also sending mes-

istry said she has also felt nega-
tivity toward religion from pro-
fessors. She remembers an inci-
dent where she was a guest
speaker in a class where the pro-
fessor asked if she thought a
belief in God was “immature.”

Two years ago Rev. Mathison-
Bowie took part in a twice-
monthly Women and Spiritual
ity discussion group organized
by the Center for the Study of
Women in Society. “So many
times the same story would come
out,” Mathison-Bowie said

Women said they “felt like
they had to leave their souls in
their cars when they got (1o the
University) in the morning, then
go to class, and then go back to
their cars pick up their souls and
put them back on again."

Ingrid Parmeter said, “People
tend to react with surprise, and
they kind of pull away sometimes
if vou're religious. "

Parmeter said other students
have verbally attacked her faith
(hll 0w !I!'ll Nhl’ was ]lq‘lﬂll.lill“lll){
in a religious panel for the
Women's Studies department,
another student referred to
Catholic communion as “'ritual
ized cannibalism ™

Despite what these students
say, University officials said
they seldom hear of incidents of
religious discrimination. The
Office of Affirmative Action and
Equal Opportunity has reported
seeing few signs of religious
intolerance.

Director Ken Lehrman says
that in the past two years, only
two complaints involving reli-
gion have been filed, one of
which was a non-formal com-
plaint filed by a student against
a professor.

Rubin said she filed a non-for-
mal complaint with Affirmative
Action against the professor of
her sociology class, but said she
fears it will result in nothing
According to Lehrman, a non-
formal complaint is only inves-
tigated when at least two are
filed against the same peorson.
Rubin said other Jews in the
class were upset by the profes-
sor's remarks, but did not file
complaints because they feared
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pus may be subtle

personal consequences.

“Religious discrimination is
probably one of the least report-
od forms of discrimination,”
Lehrman said. He believes this
is because it occurs less fre-
quently than other forms of dis-
crimination. But he also said he
has no doubts that religious dis
crimination is under-reported

“There is certainly more per
ceived discrimination than is
reported,” he said

Not all religious students have
experienced religious intoler
ance. Scott Starr, a student
involved with United Methodist
Campus Ministry

never

'-Inii !!" '.-i\
encountered religious
intolerance on campus. Another
Maothodist student said that hor
professors are always careful
when discussing religious mat

ters in class

Religious studies professor
Augustine Thompson can recall
lll'll\' one 1N« It!l'nl. \\'hl.‘l’l' ]"l'll'
gious intolerance might have
occurred, but said it was proba-
bly just a misunderstanding
between a student and a guest
speaker. Professor LT, Sanders,
also of of the religious studies
department, said he can recall
no incidents of religious dis-
crimination involving students
in that department.

Barbara Pope. director of the
Honors College, said people
who feel they have been victims
of religious intolerance might be
mistaken. “There may be some
people who perceive (religious
intolerance) because of the
absence of religion on campus,”
Pope said.

But this does not comfort
those who say they have been
victims of religious intolerance
or discrimination,

"“There’s this feeling that you
should really be quiet if you're a
religious person,” Parmeter said.

Parmeter is not the only one
who feels religious intolerance
is prevalent enough to raise con-
cern.

“The world is abounding
with stereotypes of all people, *
said Rubin, “Anti-Semitism is
so subtle, it's not even recog-
nized.” '

pect was carrying two mugs of beer in his hands
when police officer contacted him. He then threw

the contains of the mugs behind a tree, denying
that the mugs contained alcohol

* An 18-year-old male student was cited for

Street April 8

sages by fax. The suspect isnot connected to the  Lite

University, and has been warned by the police
* Two 20-year-old male students were cited for
minor in possession on the 800 block of East 15th

Avenue April 6

* A banner was reported stolen from the EMU
April 7. According to police reports, the banner
belonged to Crusade for Christ Jesus Week 1994,

and was worth $200

* A 19-year-old male student was cited for
minor in possession on 14th Avenue and Alder
Street Apnil 8. According to police reports, the sus-

MISCELLANEDUS

Office of the Dean of Students will spon
sor a leshian. gay. bisenual coffes hour loday
from 4:30 10 5:30 p-m. in Kolnonia Centor af
1414 Kincaid 51. For more information, call
Mb-1142

ASUO will sponsor a candidate lair today
from G am. 10 S pm. at the EMU Courtyard
(1 it rains, go to the EMU Walnut Room ) For
more information, call 346-0629

ASUO  will sponsor & senatorial

dobate/informational forum tonight from
6:30 to 8:30 in Room 150 Columbia For more
information, call 346-0629

Graduate Schoal will conduct & workshop
titled “Introduction to the Graduate Funding

minor in possession on 17th Avenue and Hilyard

* A 19-year-old male student was cited for open
container on 18th Avenue and Hilyard Street April
9. According to police reports, the suspect was
walking on the sidewalk, carrying a Milwaukee

* An information report of disorderly conduct
was written April 9. According to police reports,
groups from Phi Delta Theta and Lambda Chi

Alpha were quarreling on the street, continuously

after a while

screaming to each other. The police achieved order

¢ Reckless endangering was reported on 14th

Avenue and Columbia Street April 10. According

Library " today from 210 2 P in Room 123
Chapman. For more information, call 140
2804

Center for Asian & Pacific Studies will
prosent & 1002 film from India titled Boat
man of the River Padma today &t 130 poim, at
the Bijou Theatre, 492 E 13th Ave. The film
is shown as part of the 1904 Asia Pacific
Film Tour. Por more information, call 146
151

Multicultural Center will sponsor an
informal discussion with Native American
spokesman John Echohawk for students
today from 3 10 4:30 p.m. at the Multicultur
&l Canter in EMU Room 33. For more infor
mation, call 3464207

Incidental Fee Commitiee will hoar the

to police reports, a burned cartoon taped to a door
in a dorm was found by an employee from the
housing department

Internstional Students Associstion by
L a1 B in Room 155 Straub Far ¢
ation, call 146-3749
Institute for & Sustainable Environment
will sponsor a national tele onference 1l
Pecpie and the Planet today from 445 i
745 pom in Room 180 PLC. The telecast will
llowed by a local panel addressing |
wutional population issues, wome
reproductive rights. For more inform
call 344-8206 or 343.-5811
Educational Opportunities Program w |
conduct a workshop titled “Life After UO
Part | Careors — Finding out about jobs and
Local Resources,” today from 2 1 3 P in
Room 243 Gllbert. For more information, call
346-3232
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