
Religious discrimination on campus may be subtle 
by Regina Brown 
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Rachel Rubin will never forget 
what happened at the final meet- 
• ng of her fall term sociology 
class When she asked the pro- 
fessor a question about stereo- 

types of lews, the professor 
along with half the class 
responded with criticism that 
was so hostile that Rubin, a Jew 
considered it to |>e anti-Semitic 

"They yelled at me for 45 min- 
utes," Rubin said. They told her 
Jews have no right to complain 
about stereotypes or their treat- 
ment by society, and "Jews are 
rich whites who are whining 

over nothing." Rubin said 
Rubin accuses the professor of 

critic iiting her for her involve 
ment with the ()ffii e of Multi 
■ ultural Affairs In saving a levy 
should not partic ipate because 
disc rimm.ilion against Jews is no 

longer n concern. 

Rubin has a different opinion 
She said this is only one of many 
im idents in which sin* has evpe- 

r 

rienced religious intolerant <• at 
the University of Oregon 

Some students say religious 
intolerance and prejudice are 

widespread on campus, ranging 
from outright dist rirnination to 
subtle slights They believe this 
is caused by stereotypes, misin- 
formation and general narrow 
mindedness However, in spite 
of what some students claim, far 
ultv members and student advo- 
cacy groups say they see fevs 
signs of religious Intolerant •• or 

religious stereotyping 
Some students say religious 

discrimination often occurs as 
subtle intolerant e. which results 
w hen people hold pre formed 
stereotypes about religion, or 
because some |>eoplo holt! prep 
Udices against belief systems oth- 
er than their own 

honor Ingrid Pamieter said she 
saw this at last Year's Interna- 
tional Women's Da\ ( air, where 
part it (writs Un-cot led a Catholic 
women's food booth beta use of 
false assumptions some made 

Are You 
Afraid to 
Say the 
T Word 
Feminist 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN AITERNOON OF 
TEA & COOKIES AS WF PRESENT AN 

INFORMAL AND REIAXED DISCUSSION 
ON THE BAD' REPUTATION OF FEMINISM 

s4ft>ut /4 
3:00 — 4:00 
Ss» t, S^TfCTC 
Sponsored by ASUO Women's Diversity 

ENGLISH MAJORS 
Come hear Professor James Boren, 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, 
describe the new 1994 English Major 
requirements and changes in the English 
Curriculum effective in the Fall of 1994. 

If you are a student in progress, planning 
to graduate after this summer term, learn 
how new requirements and courses will 
afTect you. Have your questions answered 
before duck call registration for the fall term 

April 18 3:30-5:00, Cha 204 

April 27 3:30-5:00, Fr214 
May 5 3:30-5:00, Gil 107 

May 10 3:30-5:00, Con 360 

May 13 3:30-5:00, Cha 204 

aoout i,atftolic polite :al nsscx ra- 
tions 

A lot of the other people who 
"ere presenting booths made a 
mistake in affiliating the Catholic 
Chun h with the CXiA. whit b is 

just incorrect." Parmeter said "I 
think they felt all Christians are 

part of the CX .A 
Other religious persons 

expressed the same sentiment 
Matt Tallman of the Chi Alpha 
Christian group said religious 
groups am often lumped togeth 
er .is a result of "iissix tation h\ 
name He said people some 
times assume all members of a 

religious organization share a 

political agenda. 
Muslim student Hanan Kamahi 

said she has oxperiem ed host11 
it\ from people whom she 
Ixilieves hold sten’otypical views 
of Islam "We re guilty until 
proven innocent," Kamahi said 

Kamahi said she frequently 
m>< eives threatening phone < alls 
when she speaks on < ampus 
about Islamic issues and during 
periods of heavy news coverage 
of violent events involving Mus- 
lims She said the callers threat- 
en to "get her or tell her they an' 

watching her She finds the (alls 
so frightening She sometimes 
stays with friends. 

"(I feel) I have been deprived 
of some civil rights." Ramahi 
said Kamahi said she believes 
the phone (alls come from sev- 
eral people. 

Muslim Student Theo 
I kernel ropoulcis thinks stereotyp- 
ing of Muslims occurs because 
people am uneducated about 
Islam He said others “assume 
that (all Muslims) are part of an 

aggressive movement." 
Some religious persons believe 

professors have displayed reli- 
gious biases in class. Rev. James 
Sanders of the Baptist Student 
Union said, "It seems that pro- 
fessors take a position and 
assume that it is the right posi- 
tion In general (I) hear (fmm stu- 
dents) alxml people or professors 
making comments about religious 
issues, and about belief in Uxl as 

being a crutch for people." 
Key Tiare Mathison-Bowie of 

the Presbyterian Campus Min- 

istry said she has also Jolt nega- 
tivily Inward religion from pro- 
fessors She remembers an inci- 
dent where she was a guest 
speaker in a class where the pro- 
fessor asked if she thought a 
belief in God was "immature 

Two years ago Res Mnthison 
Howie took part in a two e 

monthly Women and Spiritual 
itv discussion group organized 
by the Center for the Study of 
Women in Society "So many 
times the same story would come 
out Mathison Howie said 

Women said they felt like 
I hey had to leave their souls in 
their cars when they got (to the 
! niversit\ ! in lie- morning, then 
go to doss, and then go hat k to 
their uirs pu k up their souls and 
[nit them tm< k on again 

Ingrid Parmeter said. "People 
lend to rea< t with surprise, and 
they kind of pull away sometimes 
if you're religious.” 

Parmeter said other students 
have verbally ottat keii her faith 
Once when she was participating 
in a religious panel for the 
Women's Studies department, 
another student referred to 
Catholic communion as "ritual- 
ized cannibalism 

Despite what these students 
say. University officials said 
they seldom hear of incidents of 
religious discrimination. The 
Office of Affirmative Action and 
Equal Opportunity has reported 
seeing few signs of religious 
intolerance. 

Director Ken Lehrman says 
that in the past two years, only 
two complaints involving reli- 
gion have been filed, one of 
which was a non-formal com- 

plaint filed by a student aguinst 
a professor. 

Rubin said she filed a non-for- 
rual complaint with Affirmative 
Action against the professor of 
her sociology class, hut said she 
fears it will result in nothing. 
According to Lehrman, a non- 
formal complaint is only inves- 
tigated when at least two are 
hied against the same person. 
Rubin said other Jews in the 
lass were upset by the profes- 

sor's remarks, but did not file 
omplaints because they feared 

persona) consequences. 
"Religious discrimination is 

probably one of the I fa si report- 
ed forms of discrimination.” 
l.ehrman said Mo believes this 
is because it occurs less fre- 
quently than other forms of dis- 
crimination But ho also said he 
has no doubts that religious dis- 
crimination is under-reported 

There is certainly more per- 
r eivod discrimination than is 

reported," he said. 
Not all religious students have 

experienced religious intoler- 
ance Scott Starr, a student 
involved vsith United Methodist 
( umpus Ministry said ho has 
never encountered religious 
intolerance on campus Another 
Methodist student said that her 
professors are always careful 
when disc ussing religious mat- 
ters in class. 

Religious studies professor 
Augustine Thompson can recall 
only one inc ident where reli- 
gions intolerance might have 
oc currod, but said it was proba- 
bly just a misunderstanding 
between a student and a guest 
speaker. Professor J.T. Sanders, 
also of of the religious studies 
department, said he can recall 
no incidents of religious dis- 
c rimination involving students- 
in that department. 

Barbara Pope, director of the 
Honors College, said people 
who feel they have been vic tims 
of religious intolerance might bo 
mistaken. "There may be some 
people who perceive (religious 
intolerance) because of the 
absence of religion on campus," 
Pope said. 

But this does not comfort 
those who say they have been 
victims of religious intolerance 
or discrimination. 

"There's this feeling that you 
should really be quiet if you're a 

religious person.” Panneter said. 
Parmeter is not the only one 

who feels religious intolerance 
is prevalent enough to raise con- 
cern. 

I he world is abounding 
with stereotypes of all people, 
said Rubin. "Anti-Semitism is 
so subtle, it’s not even recog- 
nized." 

POLICE BEAT 
By Susanne Steffens 
O*oor’ llaity £ mat M3 

• A male student reported his car alarm stolen 
from his vehii le on 15th Avenue and Agate Street 
April 5. The loss amounted to $«o 

• A phone harassment, which occurred March 
2H, was reported April t> According to poin t* 

reports, n mentally ill person was calling Myles Brand's office and also some University professors 
talking about conspiracies. In addition to calling them by phone, the suspect was also sending mes- 
sages by fax. The suspect is not connected to the 
University, and has been warned by the police 

• Two 20-year-old male students were cited for 
minor in possession on the 800 block of East 15th 
Avenue April fi. 

• A banner was reported stolen from the EMU 
April 7 At cording to polo e reports, the banner 
belonged to Crusade for Christ Jesus Week 1994, 
and was worth 5200. 

• A 19-year-old male student was cited for 
minor in possession on 14th Avenue and Alder 
Street April H. According to police reports, the sus 

pm t was carrying two mugs of boor in his hands 
when police officer contacted hint He then threw 
tin* t ontaios of the mugs behind a tree, denying that the mugs contained alcohol 

• An 18-year-oid male student was cited for 
minor in possession on 17th Avenue and Hilyard Street April H 

• A 13-year-old male student was cited for open container tut lHtli Avenue anti Hilyard Street April 9 According to police reports, the suspect was 
walking on the sidewalk, carrying a Milwaukee Lit** 

• An information report of disorderly conduc t 
was written April -) According to police reports 
groups from Phi Delta Theta and Lambda Chi 
Alpha were quarreling on the street, continuous!v 
screaming to each other The police achieved order after a while. 

• Reckless endangering was reported on 14th 
Avenue and Columbia Street April 10 According to police reports, a burned cartoon taped to a door 
m a dorm was found by an employee from the 
housing department. 
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Office of lhe I Jr an of Mudrnla will *jhmj 
M.»r • lednan gey btaeauai coffee hour today 
from 4 10 to S JO p tn in fcomoma Out nr at 
1414 Ktiuaul St For more information, call 
M6 1142 

AM O Mil) tpojmvr a candidate fair today 
!rmn Sam to S u m at the KMl * Courtyard If »t ram*, go to the EMU Walnut Room ) For 

information, cal! 34ft 0620 
AM O Mill iponaor a senatorial 

iobatu-'informal tonal forum tonight from 
* 30 to ft 30 in Hoorn 1 SO (Columbia For mure 
ufortnation. tall 346 0620 

Graduate School y-*»li conduct a worUhop tiled Introduction to the Graduate Funding 

Library today from 2 to 3 p m m Room 125 
Chapman For more information tali J4t> 
2804 

Center for Asian * Pacific Studies will 
pro« ant a IW film from India lit lad Boat 
trmn of ihr Hi\-*r FWmcr today at 1 30 p m at 
tiro Bijou Theatre. 492 K Uth A\« The film 
>* shown at part of the 1994 As.a Pacific 
Film Tour For mom information call J4t> 
1521 

Multicultural Center will »po»tor an 
informal di*< utsion with Native Amantan 
spokesman |ohn Kchohawk for students 
tixlav from 3 to 4 .10 p m at the Multicultur 
al C enter in EMU Room 33 For more uifor 
nut ion. call 346 4207 

Incidental Fee Committee will hear the 

Intern*! um*l Studenu A»»ocietion budget tomght *t 6 in Room iSi Straub For mom 
information. tall I 4t> J749 

Inatituta for a \uata.nabl* i n .1 onmrnl 
will ipunm a national tnlfau.tfr.ron, a tl|lo<f 
I’ooplft ai.,1 tha Plain*, today from 4 4 4 u, 
45 o in in Ria.tn 180 PU Tha talmaii wil! ta* followed by a local (*«nal addmaalng locoi 

and national population iuub, woman and rf.nrud.rct.va n*bl* lor morn inloimation 
tall 144 82U6 01 Ml 4831 

f dui at.onal Opportunity Program vvdl conduct a nrorkal.up mind tufa .Mint I f . 
Pan I (arraort — Kind.tig out about lot* and Local Roaourraa. today from 2 to 3 o n. ... 
Room 243 Ltlbact For trrure information rail 
348 3232 


