Oregon Daily Emel’ald '*»ﬁ |

2 ”: "'.q‘_' z, -‘" 'r"ﬁ'\":“:‘_‘_‘:' g <%

Molden looks to prove
that he’s finally back

By Steve Mims

Alex Molden savs he has
something to prove next year,
and he's spent the off-season
putting himself in a position to
do it

It's been almost 16 months
since Molden suffered a major
knee injury during the Ducks’
Independence Bowl defeat at the
end of the 1992 season. Since
that game, there have been times
when Molden thought he was
back in the shape that made him
an impact newcomer for the
Ducks during his freshman vear,
but it never happened. Now he
says it has

“I'm feeling real good, the
strength is back 100 percent,”
Molden said. “After working out
over winter term, my speed kept
picking up and I started gaining
more confidence. [ realized that
I was faster than | was during
the season. | feel like I'm better
than | was when | was healthy.”

Molden has already run the
gamut of emotions in only two
years of playing cornerback for
Oregon. The 5-foot-10 junior
from Colorade Springs, Colo
burst onto the scene for the
Ducks two vears ago as a red-
shirt freshman, intercepting four
passes h--Tr-n- su“l'I'I.I]U‘ I'.ll' LILI'-'

great effort and emotion
Brooks said last week i
thought we lost some of that last
vear. We're going to make a hig
push to get that back to whore it
needs to be

Now that Molden has the phys
ical part back to full strength, he
says he will begin working on the
mental side

“I've led by actions not words,”
Molden said. “"Now it's time to
step it up and be more vocal. This
is a good time to do it, during
spring.”

Molden is now preparing for a
1994 season in which he will be
one of the veterans of a voung
secondary, particularly at cor
nerback. A major factor that
could determine the Ducks’ su
cess next year is the health of
Molden’s partner on the corner
senior Herman O'Berry, who was
injured in the Ducks' season
opening win at Colorado State
last year

O'Berry and Molden were
B e ted to be one of the lop cor
nerback duos in the conference
last vear, but obviously injuries
ended that possibility. O'Berry
will be limited during spring
although Brooks holds out hope
that he can participate in somae
contact drills near the end of

workouts

Alex Molden is now
preparing for a 1994
season In which he
will be one of the vet-
erans ol a young sec-
ondary, particularly at
quarterback.
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Stanford in which they gave up
31 and 38 points, respectively

The Ducks’ defense endured
a series of injuries, one of the rea
sons the unit gave up more than
4.000 points and 250 points for
the first time since 1986, and
forced only 17 turmovers, the low-
est total in head coach Rich
Brooks' tenure.

“One thing I was always pret
ty proud of about our team and
in particular the defense is that
we played hard and played with
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Help our successful recycling
program on campus by putting
the Oregon Dally Emerald back
In its original rack when
you've finished reading it. This
will allow another person to read it and/or be easily

er), Lamont (Woods), Ronnie
(Gipson), everyone, a lot of play
ers got time on the comers. That's
going to make us better."

Molden hopes the return of
talent alongside him as well as
the speed that left him, will
mean the return of the player he
knows he can be

‘Now | have the speed back,
and | really have something to
prove,” Molden said. 'l want to
get back out there and play bet
ter than I ever played before.”
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Talk To A VISTA Recruiter

In the Erb Memorial Union
April 13, 1994
from 10 am. - 3 p.m.

If you can't meet with us now, call 1-800-424-8867 or
IDD 202-606-5256 for information about VISTA
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