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Students t_ry to understand Holocaust in seminar

By Lori Benlneski

The commemaorating
Shoah Memorinl Week ended last
Friday, Wedne

am 18 Prince

T i

aovents

but every sday in

|
As diflicult and compelling a
ne sulhect matter me
the five-cred
cCaust Seminar induoer
stand the World
War Il Nazi reign and s effects

enrolled in
strugule L

events ol the

Since we didn’t really learn
bout it in high school, I’
looking lor an
stud

vir been
apportunity to
the Holocaust for a long

iay
time,"” said senior Sarah Beliy
(AN 1Y It should be offered every
yvear because it's important for
our generation to know more
about 1t

I'he history department de
cided to offer the class fall and
spring term this year because it
hadn’t been offered recently and
many students asked that (t be
made available again. Because
enrollment is limited, the histo-
ry department will likely offer the
class again in the near future

Susan Crane, an assistant his-
tory professor who teaches the
seminar, said, "Most students
know what the Holocaust is
about in general, but they are not
real clear about the specifics and
what the debates are about. Most
students are interested in learn-
ing more about this. "

The discussion this week cen-
tered around Art Spiegelman’s
Pulitzer-Prize winning novel,
Maus: A Survivor's Tale. For-
merly on the New York Times
best-seller list, this comic-book
style tale depicts the story of

Viadek Spiegelman, a Jewish sur-
vivor of Hitler's Europe, and his
son, who tries to come to terms
with his father and history itself

“It challenges people’s expec:
tations and draws them into the
story,” said Crane, referring to the
uniqueness of it being a comic
book. “In one page, there’'s more
than you can comprehend in
three re-readings.”

Crane asked how many stu
dents wanted more when they got
to the end of the book and a mass
show of hands confirmed its pop-
ularity. “It's an excellent book,”
said senior Jerry Pierce. “There's
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1
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just something about it being a
comic book but not belittling to
the subject any.”

“l also enjoyed it very much,”
Beliveau said. "It is such a unique
presentation of such a powerful
event.”

In addition to reading Maus: A
Survivor's Tale, students taking
the seminar are also required to
read five other textbooks on the
Holocaust, write o final 15-20
page paper on a topic of their
choice and attend film screenings
of The Nasty Girl and Shoah,
shown in conjunction with last
week’'s Shoah Memaorial

NOFIMAN ME SMANYr the £ merai
Susan Crane, an assistant history professor, gives a presentation on the Holocaust.

With the intensity of the sub-
ject matter discussed each week,
interest in class differs for each
of the 18 students but one thing
is clear: The interest is definite-
ly there. When Crane asked if
anyone wanted to take a break
after more than an hour and a half
of discussion, the students opted
to continue talking about Raul
Hilberg's The Destruction of the
European Jews.

“Because Professor Crane
seems Lo kﬁl‘p il“ avenues Upl‘l'l.
for discussion, I enjoy working
with her,” said senior Lisa Dun-
nahoe. “I'm hoping to find a door

“Pve gotten more
out of teaching this
seminar than
anything I've done.”

Susan Cr: ine

trarv rrnloaccmr

ato the human psyvche as to why
this happoned and why some Peo
ple are denying it today

Because of the number of stu
dents in the class who had already
last week's
soeminar ted to
cussing Steven Spielberg’s pro
duction. Apparently most stu-
dents agreed that it depicts the
World War Il massacre fairly acou:
rately, but Crane, who has more
experience and familiarity with
the subject matter, was a bit more
skeptical

“From what | know it is his
torically accurate, but I think there
was more of a stake in telling
about ‘it'hmdlur than the Jews,”
Crane said. "'It's not bad infor-
mation or misrepresented, but if
Spielberg had tried to flesh out
the Jews more, it would have been
a good thing. Yet at the same time,
maybe you can't talk about real
pain and suffering in the way they
felt.”

Crane is a visiting professor at
the University, but memories of
her class this term are likely to
remain with her after leaving Ore-
gon behind

“I've gotten more out of teach-
ing this seminar than anything
I've done,” Crane said. "The stu-
dents always have so much to
contribute to the discussion
There's never a dull moment.”

seen Schindler's List
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$10 Fee Includes:

First Aid CI
Apr 21 - 5:00 pm
May 3 - 5:00 pm
May 19 - 5:00 pm

Apr. 12 - 5:00 pm May 2 - 5:00 pm
Apr. 14 - 5:00 pm May 4 - 5:00 pm
Apr. 18 - 5:00 pm May § - 5:00 pm
Apr. 19 - 5:00 pm May 9 - 5:00 pm
Apr. 25 - 5:00 pm May 10 - 5:00 pm
Apr. 26 - 5:00 pm May 12 - 5:00 pm
Apr. 27 - 5:00 pm May 17 - 5:00 pm
Apr 28 - 5:00 pm May 23 - 5:00 pm
May 24 - 5:00 pm

Learn How To Save A Life
C.PR. Workshop
Get Certified NOW!

* 4 Hour Class « Instruction Booklet

« Red Cross C.P.R. Certification Card

* For registered UQ students only

+ Cancellations must be 24 hours in advance or student
will be charged for workshop

« C.P.R. classes held in Student Health Center Cafeteria

CPR Classes: Apr. 11 - 5:00 pm

Sponsored by the Student Health Center Lifestyle Planning Program

“ZREE
(’HOLESTEROL
SCREENING

Today 9:30-11:30am

Results available in approximately 15 minutes
Check in at the Health Education Office
in the Student Health Center.

Please bring current student 1.D.
For more information

call 346-4456
Sponsored by the Student Nealth Center
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