
Women hope to surprise again 
By Dave Charbonneau 

For Torn Heinonen. ih** cele- 
brnlion didn't last long 

I.ast season, the Oregon 
women's trat k team got some 

clutch performant «s at the 
NCAA meet and surprised 
everyone including its own 

coach to some extent with a 

fourth-place finish 
Ashley Salman won the 

NCAA Championship in the 
javelin. Kelly Blair did the same 

in the heptathlon Camara Jones 
took fifth in the 400. Nicole 
Woodward got fourth in the 
5,000 and Erika Klein finished 
third in the 1,500. 

■Basically, everything that 
could have gone right, did go 
right. 

DespitjuJlhe celebration and 
Jubilation that went along with 
Oregon's best NCAA finish 
since H)HH, Heinonen, the 
Ducks' head coach, couldn't 
help but think just a little about 
what he would face this season 

"When things were going so 

well at nationals and we were 

loving it and saving, this is a 

blue sky finish to our season,' 
we knew it would he tough 
sledding this season." 
Heinonen said. 

Of the five Duck scorers at 
last year's NCAA meet, only 
Blair is returning this season. 

Jones opted to redshirt this sea- 

son, while the other three were 

lost to graduation. 
In addition, l.aKema Woods, 

last year's Pacific-10 Conference 
champion in the l(M), also opted 
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Uso Br.fweii ] 1 90 
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200 METERS 
N»c.ole Commi$*ucvf\g 24 09 
D<*onn«rj Kr>owlcs 24 10 

400 METERS 
Camara Joeei 51 55 
Nii Commiivong 54 65 

lo redshirt this season |o con- 

centrate on volleyball. 
Meinonen finally found out 

what ln> was up against Satur- 
day when his loam was crushed 
In Washington 90-4B in its first 
dual meet of the season. It vs .is 

the worst dual meet loss for 
Oregon — which finished last 
season ranked as the top dual 
meet team in the country — in 

211 years 
Tough sledding indeed 
Even harder on fieinonun is 

the fact the Dm ks are lacking 
most in the area he specializes 
in The distances 

Not only did Oregon lose 
Klein and Woodward, but the 
runners Heinonen was depend- 
ing on to do the work in the dis- 
tance races have one by one 

become unavailable 
First, Melody Fairchild 

dec ided not to run this spring 
after having a very good cross 
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1,500 METERS 
Jen no Coflion 4 26 80 

4 39 97 
4 44 13 
4 51 30 
4 57 10 
5 03 00 

Christie £ ngevet 
Shannon £ lice1 
Tfitia Ooonije 
Fauci Sfirarq 
ien Doyle 

country season \ move not 
even Heinoimn quite Under- 
stands 

Thun, injuries started to hit 
the rest of the distance i revs 

Jenna Carlson, who was an all 
Amerii an in cross country last 
fall. Niumh /.wagerinan. who 
took fourth! in the 10,000 at Pat 
10s fast season, and Hindi \ an 

Morkulo. who finished second 
in 10,000. are all either injured 
or unfit to r.u e and questions 
remain about whether they will 
be able to compete at all this 
spring 

(oven that. Oregon does not 

have one returnee who plat ed 
at the I’.ii 111 (hWt 

"For me personally, bei ause 

of who I coach, it s been real 
tough." Ilainonen said It s 

unheard of People are either 
not healthy, not able or not will- 
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Oregon 's Milena Glusac began the track season In fine form, winning 
the 1,500 and 3,000 meter races last weekend against Washington 

in support of: 
running 
jumping 
and throwing! 
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