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Men need youth to carry team

By Scott SImonson
vopor: [ady Errera
The question isn’t whether
the Oregon men’s track team has
talent. The q.n stion is
will fulfill its potential
It could be this vear. More
likely, it will be next vear or the
year after. Oregon's rostor
dominated by sophomores and
freshmen, Thirty of the 51 ath
letes on Oregon’s roster are

when it

mderclassmen

< the Lirst Limae
nce 18953 that Oregon sent no

lotes to the NCAA champi

iships
”' u{ Coad ' ]'-:;- !]l'i:;:l_s.:l‘T
said it is
to make predictions about what

too early 1n Lhe season

Oregon is capable of achieving
at this year's Pac-10 meot May
13-14 and 20-21

"“"We've got a iot of weeks to
go. It depends a lot on the
health of the team," he said. "I
would be disappointed if we
don't qualify a few people to go
to the NCAAs this year. | dont

think that we're being consid-

ered a contender ... but | think
we'll have some guys there. |
think a year from now we’ll
even be better, and a year from
that we host it (the NCAA) at
home and we'll be pretty
tough.™

I'he Ducks’ schedule for the
1994 season features the tradi-
tional group of meets at Hay
ward Field (including the
Oregon Invitational and the
Oregon Twilight) and some
atypical opponents. Oregon has
a rare meel against Navy this
\.\'!'l?kl'nli

The Pepsi Team Invitational
on April 23 brings UCLA to
Hayward Field for the first time
during the regular season since
1985. Dellinger ranks the Bruins
as one of the favorites for the
conference championship
UCLA finished ninth at last sea-
son's NCAA meet

“That's going to be a real good
contest. I think it will be excit-
ing to see UCLA up here for the
first time in a long time
they're real strong in the field
events. They always have good
sprinters.” he said

Washington State, another of
the strongest teams in the con-
ference meet, visits Oregon on
May 7. "They don't have the
depth we do, but they cover
every event with a real good tal-
ent,” Dellinger said

Qregon scored 69.5 points at
last season's conference meet
Athletes accounting for more
than half of those points were
expected back in this year.

However, those hopes have
taken a beating in recent weeks.
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Lamont Woods is one of Oregon'’s top returnees in the sprints this

year.

Heath Howington nearly quali
fied for the NCAA champi-
onships in the shot put and
finished fifth in the conference
meet last year. Back problems
will keep him from competing
this spring,

Jamar Williams, who finished
fourth in the 110-meter hurdles
at the Pac-10 meet as a fresh-
man, left the team and is not
enrolled at the University for
Spring term

Oregon will have difficulty
replacing either athlete but it
has plenty of young talent. In
the sprints, Dellinger said Ore-
gon is deeper than it has been in
most years because of the pres-
ence of two football players,
Dino Philvaw and LaMont
Woods

The Ducks lost Ronnie Harris,
who scored for the Ducks in the
400 meters at the Pac-10 meet
and clocked times in the 200
and the 400 that are among the
top 10 in Oregon history
Among Oregon's leading
returnees is senior LaVon
Pierce, who scored in both the
100 and the 200 at the Pac-10
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ESPRINTERS
100 METERS

| Dino Pl"ll\r{]w 10 54
| LoMont Woods 10.58
LaVon Pierce 10 64

200 METERS
LaVon Pierce 21 47
Tony Jeremiat 21 B4

400 METERS

LaVon Pierce 47 53

Patnck Khoo 4] B4
meet,

Oregon is looking for contin
ued contributions from

DeWayne Ingram in the 100 and
Patrick Khoo in the 400. New-
comer Tony Jeremiah may also
make an impact

Junior  college transfer
Philyaw has been an early-sea-
son success for the Ducks. He
won the 100 and finished soc-
ond in the 200 at Washington
last weekend, Philyaw finished
as the top collegian in the 100 at
the Stanford Track and Field
Festival the week before

Returnees Woods, Pierce and
Ingram comprise three-quarters
of the 4x100-meter relay team
that took fourth place at last
year's Pac-10 meet. Pierce and
Khoo were half of the Oregon
4x400 team, which finished
third in the meet

In the middle distances, Gor
don Johnson and Scott Nicholas
lead the way. Johnson is Ore
gon's top athlete in the BOO
meters. The senior took fifth
place at the Pac-10 champi-
onships last year

Nicholas finished third in the
conference meet in the 1,500
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