
Oregon Daily Emerald Sports 

Chaney challenges NCAA 
Che 

trouble with reality is 
that it1 '* complicated. It 
can ruin a perfectly good 

news story. Take the conflict 
between the Black Coaches 
Association and NCAA During 
the last three months, sports- 
writers have had an opportunity 
to write about subjects like 
racial tensions and social issues 
These topics make for juicy 
copy. 

So do phrases like "racially 
biased." "the image and integri- 
ty of college athletics" and "dis 
crimination." Unfortunately, 
juicy copy doesn't necessarily 
make a complicated story easy 

to understand. Plenty of fans 
don't seem to know what the 
problem is between the BCA 
and the NCAA. Plenty of sports- 
writers don't seem to know 
either. 

|onn t.honey knows John 
Chaney is a black coach, the 
head coach at Temple Universi- 
ty He is capable of the kind of 
tirades that the sports world nor- 

mally associates with Bobby 
Knight During a game in Janu- 
ary. he thought an opposing 
coat h was trying to intimidate 
the officials. Chaney stormed in 
on the opposing coach's 
postgame press conference and 
threatened to kill him. 

John Chaney is an excellent 
basketball coach. Temple Uni- 
versity lias been one of the 
nation's top basketball programs 
during the past six years. He has 
won more than 500 games in his 
career. 

For a coach that threatened to 
kill one of his colleagues earlier 
this season. Chaney dot's strange 
things He represents much of 
what is right in college athletics 
His players graduate He preach- 
es discipline He teaches lessons 
about life. 

As one former player said in a 

Sports ///ostmter/article Feb. 28. 
lie equips you more for man- 

hood than for the NBA.” Some 
of bis players make it to the 
pros Many become something 
better. They become just what 
Chaney wants them to («• 

His players become the sub 
ject of t liches like, “a credit to 
his s< bool.” "somebody who 
gives something back to bis 
community” and "a better per- 

Scott Simonson 
son than a basketball player." 
Chaney describes his job ns 

"developing character" in his 
athletes When he's not attack 
ing opposing t oat bos. be fre 
quently sin c ••eds. 

Chaney is com orned with 
academics. also. The NCAA 
allows 13 scholarships for a 

men’s basketball team. Before 
last year. 14 scholarships were 

allowed Chaney and the BCA 
want the 14th scholarship hack 

Chaney and the BCA also are 

fighting Proposition lf> Propoai 
lion lfi would raise the a< aaeni- 

ic standards that a college fresh- 
man must meet before being 
allowed to play college sports 
and receiving an athletic sc hol- 
arship 

John Chaney went to college 
in 1951. Me went to play basket- 
hall Me had to heat .35 other 
guys for a spot on the team If 
today's NCAA ac ademic rvgi l.i 
tions had been in effec t then, he 
never would have made it 
through the door Me probably 
wouldn’t be where fie is today 

Me grew up in Philadelphia. 
After moving from louisiana. fie 
snvs he found mistrust and fear 
and evil there Me found poverty 
and ignorance Basketball gave 
him a way out. Basketball took 
him tu coliege, and college 
opened his mind 

After being surrounded by 
negativity Chaney found posse 
bilitv bclucalion — how better 
to change tlie life of a young per- 
son7 How better to break the 
cycle of poverty in a family that 
has never sent anyone to col- 
lege7 Mow many other esc ape 
routes ani there7 

When Chaney argues for extra 

scholarships and against mini- 
mum SAT scores for freshman 
basketball players, he is remem- 

bering his past If basketball is 

tine only way a poor y oung per- 
son may get to college, so he it 

l)o we deny a player that 
opportunity because he s< ores 

too low on a standardized test' 
What can o standardized test 
measure? What con‘I o standard- 
ized test measure' Even tin* peo- 
ple that design the SATs have 
admitted the tests have been 
racially biased 

On ESPN * (>p Close last Fri- 
day. host Roy Firestone inter- 
viewed Chaney Firestone used 
the counter-argument that others 
have employed against Chanev 
we can't raise the standards for 
student-athletes bv lowering 
expw tations Wo an't raise the 
ceiling without raising the floor, 
Chaney countered 

Doth point* are valid fohn 
Chaney has a problem, though 
College athletics doesn't have 
many oai hex like him. 

Not many coaches xas that 
their job is "to des elop charac 
ter They're not supposed to A 
coach's job is to win A < oach 
also must ensure that lus or her 
athletes meet their sm ietal and 
academic obligations 

1.(Jill ties must follow .\A 
rules Thu NCAA doesn't have 
rules for wli.it Chaney does I he 
NCAA doesn't tell coat.hes to 
use si holnrships on kids who 
are looking for a way out of 
poverty but may not lie the liest 
players available The NCAA 
doesn't tell oai lies that sou e 

they will get to know a group of 
college students more t losely 
than most professors will, they 
should use the opportunity to 
serve as a mentor to the athletes 

The NCAA is concerned with 
preserving the image and 
integrity of college sports it 
wants scholar athletes to lie IhiIIi 
scholars and athletes |ohn 
Chaney wants to develop < bar 
«(ter He trios to improve lives 
He introduces possibility where 
before there was only negativity 

The NCAA l< >oks at numbers 
and sets limits thirteen schol- 
arships and a minimum SAT 
score Chanev looks at the limits 
and shakes his head. For him. 
those limits mean more kids 
with lost bailees The dilemma 
persists It remains to be seen if 
ever the twain shall meet 

Scott Simonson is a sports 
reporter for the F.memtd 

Miller leaves UO to get closer to home 
Freshman guard Debbie Miller has announced 

her intentions not to return to the Oregon women's 
basketball program next year, according to the 
Ducks' head coach Jody Runge. 

The former Tacoma, Wash, high school standout 
saw action in 19 of the Ducks' 29 games in her first 
collegiate season, averaging 1 H points a game and 
shooting -t 1 percent from the field. 

The 5-foot•» Miller indicated she would com- 

plete the current ac ademic term at Oregon before 
looking to transfer to another sc hool and resuming 
her basketball c areer c loser to home 

The Ducks completed their first season under 
Kunge in third place in the I’acific-lO Conference 
with a 2t)-‘i record and advam ed to the second 
round of the NCAA Tournament. 

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 
HAWAII CLUB LU'AU 

EMU Ballroom 
April 24,1994 

$15.00 General Admission 
$18.00 Reserve Seating 

Ticket* on sale at the following locations 
Carson I-ohby. April -4. 5. b. 7, 8 11 a m I p.m. and 5 7 p.m. 
CO Bookstore, April -4. 5, 6. 7. 8 I I a in I p.m, and 3 0 p.m. 

Show starts at 5:00 p.m. 

I )oors open at 4:30 p.m. 
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Many torches stand to 

give one light 

roc MOM INTOCMATION CAU CfNU AT M4-t17« OC USA AT MS-17M. 

Problems with the ifnlversity? 
I he Office of Student Advocacv can help registered 
students who have problems with university faculty, 
staff. |X>licies or procedures. We are a free ASl'O 
program providing professional services for students 
in campus related matters. 

Call 346-3722 
or stop by 3.M KMl to set up an appointment. 

LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT 

NIGHTLY 
• 

MONDAY MOVIE NIGHT 

POOL TABLES 
• 

FREE DARTS C 
FOOSBALL 

• 

ASSORTED EATS 

smoking preferred 

j Pass it on. 
(please) 

Help our successful recycling 
program on campus by putting 
the Oregon Dally Emerald back 

\ In its original rack when 
you've finished reading it. This 

win allow anotner person to read it and/or oe easily 
picked up for recycling, 

* 

SPORT - HIKING - WORK - FASHION 
_MEN S AND WOMENS SIZES UP TO 16 

VANS 
Simple. 

COnVERSE 

Join Fixm 
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• L.A. GEAR • HI-TECH • VISION • SENSI 
• SCOTT • ELLESSE • SABRA NEGEY • SAGA CLOGS 

ON THE DOWNTOWN MALL 
57 WEST BROADWAY 

I wmI "□PEN 7 DAYS" ^ 

ij 01 
2ND LOCATION 

957 WILLAMETTE 


