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rent Reznor sits in the corner of a

hotel bar and slowly sips an aced

tea. He seems at ease for someone
\\11“ 15 ii-nllu'l: S8 at Illt' maoment

“l think I've moved every six months

or the last 10 vears,” he savs. His last

wdence in Beverly Hills, the infamous

ite of the Sharon Tate slavings, was

coently lil'”lilll'\h('ll by its owner
“I have a certain degree of newtound
turity, he continucs

“and 1t makes
desire some kind of permanence like

uving a home. But now I'm taced with
ting on a tour bus for at Ast a vear
And as great as that can be, 1t's uln
nately a rather shallow existence
Shallow 1s not a term many people
would associate with Reznor or his
nusic, a project he calls Nine Inch
Nals (NIN). More of a solo venture
than a group cttort, NIN enables
K LNVOT Toy Wik .||I.fl' Thr sense of 1!1\|I|.In L
ment he feels in his own life. The result
1% AN -tlxturillllu A5 10 s |nrum ALV
“I've never wnitten an outright happy
--ru;',“ the I8 vear old admars "|I' | did
then 1 doubt 1t would fit into the con
text of a NIN record. And 1 don't really
teel inspired to write about happy s**t
imyway. When I'm happy, the last thing
I feel hike -Iul.llll,_' 15 torturing myselt with
my notebook in hand
Reznor's anger and tortured-arust
image attracted a cult tollowing atter he
stgned with TVT Records in 1988

With his
third
release,
Nine Inch
Nails’

Trent Reznor
discusses
commercial
success and

keeping his
music pure

When his debur album, Precey Har
Vachine, was released the tollowing
vear, the F"'l"'l"'”’ of NIN began to
rise so rapidly thar Reznor says he
tound it disconcerting

It was cool to see that record do well
on 1ts own merit because MTV and
commercial radio didn't eml
until later,” he says. “Bur at the samu

tme, 1t was really weirrd going

being a fanzane level band to outselling
Jane's Addicnon in merchandise sales at
['i“lihl!”l-.’.l

“The big

uncomtortable and our of

starts to teel, Ir's cool 1o be the

dog, but when vou start rising
r'"i'- there's more |l""f'!' ready to drag
vou down any way they can.”

Resnon
with TVT Records and its owner, Steve
(ll'TT||l'}'_ \\i!“ |‘|| ' ilHi: ittention to
NIN unul sales from Preeey Har
Vackine began to skvrocker, A bartle
ensucd over rights to NIN'S next album

with Interscope Records finally stepping

1 h )
speaking af his relan nm!n;i

i to release the 1992 EP Broken

‘It came down to a simple thing,”
Reznar savs of the strugele that almost
ended his career. *What I'm most con
cerned about s that the record vou gel
in the store and the way you perceive
\]\ 15 the way I want 1t to be per
cetved, | don't want it 1o be diluted In

soume marketing ||:|!| that's ---lllil[l'f(]'.
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mappropriate and would make th I was tryving to explore some of the
MUSIC npure - parano | have as a sexually active et
His frustranon with the music imdus won n the age ot ALDS, e AVs O]
try l‘.’»'\ll!l"\ !ih' ‘Iwr ‘.H:.’II‘.' l1: me on 1llll‘-‘.
Broken. |he six-song collecnon. which *1 guess | teel cheated tor not growing
Wias oI arded withour TV s knowl U 1n a miore liberated era. Ar the same
cdy ilso showcases Rernor's new tme, what gets me mad s the way the
tound interest in making his music a nght wing has used the ‘comvenience' of
abrasive as possihle. Less dance-based  thas eprdemic in helping to promot
than Pretry Hate Machme, the F P sounds their own 1 nida
Mmaore ke a guttar-ortented wall ot i' (ATRT .1.‘.|-! ts the 1ssu ‘H--'._-"'.I Iy

on the album may not exactly be Top

lromcally, Reznor re o Ceramimy 0 radio materal. * The first people whao
award la vear tor the track “Wish,” an heard it outsaide my immediate « Mg
honor he's quick o dismuss as meaning thought the album was commeraial su
less cide,”™ he say 1'm nont loing music to
“The best thing about 11,” h quips make malhons ot dollars, though, Fyvery
“was that it's the only song to ever win a record |y put out I thought was rnisks
Grammy thar says “hist £°°k" in the it the time
lvries My mam goal was to broaden the
Sarcasm asud R O Sa h 1t cope of NIN a brtde bie 'm ured of
ty terms wit his hatred t the n I rving to second-guess what other e
industs Maost of h ergy tor tl st i"l e o 1 It may not be the
1w Vieat nas yone into !.|L.:-,' thi most obvious career move tor me, but 1f
[ nel lea | 14-track O I/ VIO IV th hum a chance, 1t may
8 nard HSpiral \--"i’:l._' V] 'I-r.--i..-- omething tor vou thiat vou
O It I project that h 1 lidn 't TRl
ed hum ointo a workaholi I he most un vpected element of The
“This album It rally wked the lik Dowenward Spoval 1s on the hinal track
wt of me,” he savs. “1 found v a dith ‘Hurt.™ Although Resnor usually revels
ult process. .. because when | went inmto in his nihahisim, the song’s endimeg con

'}!- .‘.-'.-'||--_ [ L.I\r'-- "ran [ T !ll.'. want o VEVS o surprising 'I-n."l--rnui'.'il:l'.-.ln

make Broken again. | saw that as a ur ||,-i ‘| e toned whether or not to put
.-'|f.. -.|.|!-. f||| imnto \\rnrl I wWrite '!1.|I--1|||-.-.:. ”:1- vl VS

music, not evervthing comes out really When remunded that the music over

hard and mean hke those songs powers the vacals so thart hus lvries are
"‘On the same token, | didn’t want to almost indecipherable, Reznor smiles

Preery Hate Machine “1 do thatr some pmes,” he savs

over agan. So | tried wo experiment  “*When 'm scared, | just turn the vocals
with ditterent torms of inte nsity rathers down.™ a
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wkax® Ihrough 14 tracks that
the listener wi
sonic exty

go about making

than just use loud guitars and

drums. len hard, tast songs
don’t have nearly the

intensity o spacing the

cIMmarions
it "I--rl;' thi
nurc |F|||1|r|
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al does contam
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musical mood
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gives Rernor

“Closer* is s'u 10
be a dance hit with its
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concerns. “Big up to 1989's Prerny Hf.fr‘~

Man With a lllchme “Mr. Selt [}(!

Cun® sddvasses struct,” a song that progress-
es much like the title sug-

gests, sets the tone for

of has i:-»|-.1'|\ al

E.ﬂmﬂﬁ |
pete with R
vocals. Spil

misogynist itt

[Ilf!l SN gangsta r |[. most of the album 10 dlljeti! RGM'
whnerecas ”' re Reznor 9"'{5 the is that his lﬂlﬁﬂiﬂ!
blends themes of sex and Niendish - tour  lives up to his
religion ~_gui d & ambition
e —————— e e —

U, Magazine « 23

B
.

A, R

s T
AN -

< B 4




