
Universities struggle to deal with athletes in trouble 

As 
student athletes move from the 

sports page to the front page, the 
headlines depot an alarming 
trend tit trime and scandal 

I or example 
In January, sophomore I vronc 

W illiams, a defensive li.uk for the l of 
Nebraska football team, allcgrdlv fired 
several rounds at a tar being driven bv 
another student 

Xlso m jaituart. Robert (danton. a 

nmnmg bat k at Northwestern l with 
dtrw from st bool after allegedly enter- 

ing several women’s rooms late al night, 
watching and sometimes touching the 
sleeping residents 

Xuburn l I of Notre Dame, 
l NIX and a host of other sc hools have 
experienced lawlessness among stu 

dent-athletes in recent vears Fven at 

I’cnnsylvama Stale l which tradition 
ally has boasted a scpicakv clean pro 
gram, five tooiball plavers were arrest- 

ed on charges inc luding teloin theft 
and selling cocaine m l‘W.’. Xs a result, 
schools are asking some diffic ult epies 
Hons XX lie arc these athletes getting 
into trouble, and what can be done 
alxiut it? 

The reasons behind the headlines 
I host who su|x rMs<- student athletes 

have struggled to find cnuminn (actors 
tx-hind these times 

Vri/omi State l has been searching 
tor answers since .1 nationally publici/cd 
wave ol scandals hit the campus m 

IWI During a 14-month span, l‘> 
student athletes were named in criminal 
complaints ranging from burglary to 

aggravated assault \s .1 result, \Sl 
moved into the national spotlight of 
athletic controversy-, and university 
President I attic ( oor responded by 
ordering two studies to investigate the 
situation Both studies concluded that 
the isolation of student athletes was a 

problem. 
\ccordmg to one of the studies "ll 

we were to cite a single complaint con 

cerning the lives ol student athletes, 
particularly those in the m.i|or revenue 

sports, it would he that these young 
men and women are isolated from the 
at a.I cmic and social community." 

Mike Scrtich, hotkey coach at the l 
of Minnesota, Duluth, says, lot of 
kids want to go out anti lx* part of the 
mainstream, hut lx-cau.se they arc recog 
m/ahle, they can’t ( onsctpicntly, |x<> 
pie may take advantage of them, pursue 
them ami push them a little hit When 
alcohol and egos get involved, trouble 
starts brew mg." 

Scrtich and others say the spotlight 
bums brighter lx cause athletes are pub 
lie figures. But is it fair that they find 

“The system is somehow broken, and we have 
got to fix it. And fix it we will. ” 

themselves on page one every time they 
get m trouble? 

Not in the opinion of l ot 
Wisconsin \thlctic Director Pat 
Richter, a tonnef Washington Redskin. 

I he athlete is not only given very lit 
tie ch ancc within the press to have the 
whole stotv come out, but because ot 
the coverage, their vase is much more 

closely scrutinized," he save 

But most agree that whether the 
attention is t.ur, it comes with the terri 

torv ot living a public figure. 
“Most athletes that are competing in 

sports at \( \\ institutions are role 
models,” says Kathryn Reith, director ot 
public intormation at the N( \A. 

“Unfortunately there do seem to be, 
trom tune to tunc, a tew athletes that 

don't |sct a good example], And Itccause 
they're athletes it prohahlv will he on 

page one Whether it’s the right thing 
or a good thing or not, that is what's 
going to happen Athletes need to 

understand that." 

Fixing the system 
1 he community responded to \Sl”s 

situation with disgust. In one poll, "0 
percent of those surveyed in the 
Phoenix couimumn had a negative view 
of ASl as a result of the scandals I ven 

Sports Illustrated Iterated the “liedcvtied 
Sun Devils." 

1 he system is somehow broken, and 
we have got to tix it And fix it we will 
VSl \ C :,M.t said during the crisis 

( <Mir ordered background checks on 

.ill \Sl athletes, appointed .1 team to 

investigate unlawful .lets related to \s( 
athletics and called tor a student athlete 
conduct code. Since the conduct code 
was devised, no \Sl athlete has been 
linked to a major offense. 

“I think (the code] helped. because 
here’s our set of rules, and we have to 

follow In it. rather than the rules that 
sin ten sa\s," sa\s senior l oin Mills, 
former starting center tor \Sl 's foot 
ball team I he rules we follow here are 

tighter than socictx V" 
\thletu Director (diaries Harris savs 

he received requests tor copies of \sl \ 
policy from between 40 and SO schools, 
including \uburn and Syracuse l 

1 ast fall, Sy racuse also developed 1 

strict conduct code tor athletes 
Vccording to the campus paper, I hr 
I),iil\ (haiifft, last year’s arrest of .1 bas- 
ketball player charged with vandalism 

prompted ( dianccllor Kenneth Shaw to 

call for the new code, which is (v pages 
long and reads m part, ’Don will In held 
to a standard of ethical conduct and 
Inhavioral expectations which max well 
exceed those of non athletes 

In Ml.iu s «>|>ini<>11, the rest fictions ut 
the new code arc balanced out In the 
perks it establishes, such as counseling 
and development programs specially 
designed tor student athletes 

Vs I see it, a good university doesn't 
treat everyInidy alike,’ Shaw says 

Vnd at Vsl although things have 
improved, I nor plans more changes, 
tine ot the studies he ordered issues 

recommendations, including recruiting 
stronger students, monitoring their 
progress more closely and pairing ath 
letes with non athlete roommates 

Vccording to the \( V Vs Keith, ntea 

sures such as these aren’t intended as 

penalties, hut as a way to integrate ath 
letes into the student IkhIv In removing 
unnecessary privileges such as athletic 
dorms, which will Ik- phased out at all 
\( V V sc henils by I Wfi. 

I he philosophy of du \( V V is that 
the athlete is an integral part ot the stu 

dent IhkIv she says I he athlete is a 

student first and shouldn't Ik- treated as 

another Ik-mg One of the themes of 
th e next N't,VA convention will Ik- the 
ethical conduc t of student athletes. 

Vs universities look toward the future, 
( <K»r says, I hose who study the natiir 

al phenomenon of the F.arth note that 
tires, as painful and damaging as they 
are, are thcru|K-utn to thv longer-term 
ecology of the area I think we should 
all I earn from misfortune.” 
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