
Abortions added to 
student insurance 

I iii.i ( ardinale is considering leaving 
her uimcrsity's health plan this (all 
Ik-i ause ot a SI increase in her insurance 

fees 
i nr extra money, of course, in not the 

real issue She is upset because the fee 
increase will provide alvortioii coverage in 

Northeastern l s student health plan "I 
we mill I « opjxised to paying tor it even it 
it was a nickel,” says < ardm.de, an MBA 
student and a member of Northeastern 
Students tot I ife 

Northeastern, Louisiana State L the 
l ot I lorula and Florida State l have 
recently joined an increasing nuinlnr of 
schools which are expanding student 
health insurance to include abortions 
Both moral and financial concerns have 
surtai ed as a result, 

\t Nor t he astern, for example, thr 
Women's I .iw ( .metis spearheaded the 
movement to otter students coverage for 
elective abortions the coverage began 
last September, hut the insuraiue tee 
increases won't take plate until this fall 
"Be feel (hat it’s part of reproductive 
health cate tor women,” says Susan 
Cicutat, a third year law student and a 

member of the caucus Ilie idea that a 

woman should pav for it herself is a pum 
live attitude B r don’t have that type ot 
attitude about other medical needs that 
college students have 

Bui opponents at Northeastern object 
to paying insurance fees tor a procedure 
they uiuraliy oppose "It s not the amount 
that bothers me, it's what it's for that 
Imthcrs me, ( ardmalc says. “Paying tor 
something that is m my mind the act of 
committing murder, that’s the problem." 

1 he same coverage has Ivcen available 
to faculty and staff tor almost a decade. It 
will cover up to $2M) tor an abortion, 
which would be performed off campus. 
\ccording to Planned Parenthood, an 

average abortion m the first trimester 

ranges from S2(X) to $4(H) 
Because of the moral significance of 

abortion coverage, some schools have 
made more insurance options available 
\t Harvard, students who ob|cct to alvor 
turn can deduct the coverage from the 
cost of the plan. \t the l ot Florida, stu 
dents have two options: a SOn a year plan 
which only covers basic intirmars services 
or a Ss<> comprehensive plan which 
i lie hides up to S bMI a! tort ion coverage. 

But tor many colleges, no moral 
debates are necessary, their schools can t 
afford the added cost ot elective alvortion 
coverage \t the l ot North Florida, tor 

example, only almiil 1 SO out of 9,(XXI stu 
dents purchase the school’s insurance 
package, making the added coverage pro 
hibitively expensive. • Kimberly 
( hrisman, I hr Stanford Daily, 
Stanford l’. 

The 
Mojave 

Desert north of 
Death Valley, 
(ialif., is not 

your average 
college town. There are 

no bohemian hangouts, 
no ivy-covered build- 
ings and no football sta- 
diums amidst the vast 

desert and local wildlife 
— it’s not the kind of 
place you’d expect to 
find a prestigious 
college. 

Bui dial's exactly what nun 

mg mogul I.mien I Nunn 
intended when he created 
Deep Springs ( ollcge m l<>|~ 

1 hts all male school, 1<« ated 
on a ranch with monastic con 

ditions, operates on Nunn’s 
vision ot "removing the 
nation's brightest males from 
the temptations and distrai 
tions ot civilization and pro 

Dm* Ipriafi ttotfioti Noah Nmmi m4 Bum Bek Mp wtth the annual potato harvott. 

En route to the Ivy League 
Desert college recruits academic elite 

vuling them with an abundance of heart .** 
I( has l*ecn descnlicd as one of the nation’s most unusual 

ai ademii experiments 
1 went) six most!) middle arid upper-middle-class mem 

tiers of the nation's academic elite attend Deep Springs in 
almost complete seclusion I he students possess a couple of 
tadios atul one television tliai doesn't work well, hut they 
luxe discussed getting rid of even those distractions 

V stmt isolation jmiIkx forbids students from leaving the 
2.'(Ml ax re ranch while school is in session. Rarely, exerp 
turns to the |toln x arc granted One student needed to luxe 
Ins braces tightened every two weeks Another wanted to 
attend ( atholn Mass on Sunday s. Ibex were given pennis 
'ion. hut only alter rhe entire student Ixodx agreed 

\ttcndance at the two xear college is tree all acccp 
tances come wath full scholarships 1 he only ret|uircmcnts 
exemplary academic achiexement ami a desire to transfer to 
an Ix\ 1 caguc school. 

I here’s no one thing that is attractive about this col 
lege," says second xear student Hank Hancock lhe best 
wav to devenite this place is with our name for the pro- 
gram. V\ c call it the ‘Deep Springs I xpenence.’" 

Xc .1 crucial part ut the experience, 
stuilents s|tcnd aliout JO hours a week 
doing assigned duties on the ranch 
such as milking lows and pitching has 
Hancock, a Houston resident, is 

resjvonsihle tor washing pots and pans 
(>n the rare occasion when there's tree 
time, he and his classmates hike and go 
mountain climbing I he rest of the 
time, students delve into the liberal 
studies curriculum that thes help to 
dev ise. 

Hancock stays in touch ssith friends 
from high school who went on to more 
traditional schools, and he says, ”1 
think the education is a lot more here 
I m more satisfied ssith what I’m get 
ting." 

(flic was Deep Springs maintains 
tresh ideas is hs frequent (.units 
turnover. 1 he college president’s term 
is limited to three years and tacults 

memlicrx max stax .1 maximum of six. 

I irsi xcar student Noah Hamm saxs Deep Springs places 
more of an emphasis on the learning process than other 
colleges Recently, one of his teac hers received a c all from 
an alumnus \xho had mused on to an Ixx League school and 
complained that he couldn't gel good grades unless he sun 

plx memorized material. I he problem the Deep Springs 
alum was having was he was trxing to learn too much,” 
Hamm says lie compares that to the wax Deep Springs 
students arc encouraged to challenge ideas I he learning 
here doesn't stop It's not just m classes." 

I’at < M on nor, dean of the college, says, I here is a cer 
tarn ix[>c of psychological consciousness which brings stu 
dents here. Some want to Ik* cowlxoxs, some like the rural 
atmosphere, some like the communitarian aspects of the 
campus and some lust don’t know exactlx what attracts 
them." 

Mkhii one third of Deep Springs’ funding comes from an 
endowment of S4 s million. Ihe other two thirds come 
from donations I he college is substantial!! funded b\ 
alumni, so alumni are xerx ini|mriant to us." ()'( minor saxs 

Dlese days, though, the alumni are pushing for some rad 

—— 

Students work Um reach 20 hours e week 

Hal changes at their alma mater \ large 
number of them would be vcr\ happv to 
see tis go co educational Maintaining 
financial stahilitc could cost Deep 
Springs its year policy of not admit 
ting women “If not. our sources of 

funding may dwindle," O ( onnor savs 
“Vs an alumnus myself. I wish this col 
lege would have l>een co-ed in 1**75, hut 
1 m only one voice 1 his would be a 

wonderful experience for lioth men and 
women 

I he B o, ird of 1 rustccs will decide on 
the issue ol co-education in Ma\ It thc\ 
rule in favor, the first female class will be 
admitted in July Now, ()’(.unitor sa\s 

opinion is divided on the issue, 1 he 
grounds are realh nxk\ among contrib- 
utors and the trustees, hut the campus 
will live on it and when this hap|>cns," he 
sa\s “When it happens, a new era will 
liegtn." Q 


