
, EDITORIAL 

Obremski walked' 
now the NRA talks 
The National Rifle Association seems to have found 

a productive way to wield its influence. 
The NRA. for years a staunch opponent of gun-control 

laws and other "infringements" upon personal liberty, 
has ventured into the business of second-guessing 
prison parole boards, an arena in which the enormous 
bankroll and political clout of the NRA just might do 
some serious good. 

That budget and clout is emerging in the form of 
Crimestrike. a division of the NRA whose main thrust 
seems to be keeping convicted criminals — particularly 
those with three or more violent crimes on their record 
— in jail and off the streets. 

Crimestrike has taken advantage of the local climate 
against repeat offenders by taking aim at Russell Leon 
Obremski. a three-time felon who was arrested two 
weeks ago on charges of sodomizing a four-year-old girl 

Crimestrike took out a full-page ad on Page 5A of the 
Sunday Hi'gish'r-Cuard. calling the Rugone man "ver- 
min" and a "cold-blooded predator" and prominently 
displaying the man’s police mug shot. The advertise- 
ment also implored citizens to call the former parole 
board chairman who was in charge of Obremski’s case 
and asked them also to pledge their support for Oregon's 
"three strikes you're out" initiative. 

If suc h a law had boon in effect when Obremski was 
convicted of his first crime, the statutory rape of a 14 

year-old in the late 1960s, he would not have been 
released from prison last November and would not have 
been able to commit the crimes of which he is now 
accused. 

After serving only one year of a 20-year sentence for 
that rape. Obremski was released in 1969. Soon after he 
was free, he brutally murdered two women and was sub- 
sequently sentenced to two life terms as punishment 

Those three crimes should've been more than enough 
to keep Obremski lot kod up for good, but clearly they 
weren’t. 

So perhaps the time has come for Oregonians to sup- 
port a "three strikes you’re out” law. If tho justice sys- 
tem can't bo trusted to keep proven, dangerous criminals 
behind bars where they belong, then the citizenry 
should unite to force them to do so. 

The headlines are full of cases where criminals are let 
out before they've paid their debt to society. The caus- 
es are myriad; overcrowded prisons, budget constraints, 
laws which reward good behavior with early parole, 
laws which fill prison space with drug offenders to the 
exclusion of violent criminals, nr simply poor judgment 
on the part of parole boards. In any case, too many bad 
guys are getting out. and something needs to lx* done. 

Although it may bo a bitter pill for some Oregonians 
to take, uniting under a banner of the NRA, support for 
Crimestrika and "Ihreo strikes you're out" may be just 
what the doctor ordered. Cases like Qbremski’s prove 
that the "revolving door" of prisons has real victims — 

victims who can sometimes be just four years old. 
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COMMENTARY 

Saferide is discriminatinq aqainst men 
By Stephen Crawford 

s Saferide sexist toward 
men' In her March 14 opin- 
ion piece in the h.rnrmhl. l.ia 

Soli it f ia det lares emphatically 
no This point is certainly dehat 
able Does Saferide discriminate 
against men? The answer is 

unquestionably \es Is Ms Sal- 
t ii ia and people who share her 
skewed vision of men preju- 
diced' Again yes Her last opin- 
ion piece of the winter term is 

loaded with the militant femi- 
nist rhotoru and venom that 
permeates most all of her previ- 
ous urtii les 

First off. I must question what 
this article is about Is it about 
whether men should or should 
not lie allowed in Saferide vein 
cles' Or is it about Ms Sali.ic- 
cia s warped perception of all 
men as potential rapists' Disre- 
garding the examples she cites 
of "misdirected anger" by men 

toward Saferide vehicles and 
the explanatory paragraph 
immediately preceding it. 
be< ause they are wholly irrele- 
vant in this discussion. Ms Sal- 
cici ia's article has. arguably, six 

paragraphs dis« ussing the 
Saferide conflict. 

On the other hand, it also has 
seven, arguably eight, para- 
graphs on her own prnjudu ed. 
rhetoric-laden view of rape 
Regardless of what she thinks, 
these two topics do not neces- 

sarily go together Ms Salciccia 
is merely injecting her own 

biased opinions on why all 
women are potential victims 
and why all men an1 insensitive, 
unthinking predators waiting for 
their kill Many of her previous 
artii les follow this same pattern 
They start with a relatively legit- 
imate argument then degenerate 
into her one-woman crusade 
against the tyranny of men 

Let me first address Ms. Sald- 
ccia's view that Saferide is not 

discriminatory. She states that 
"every time a woman walks 
alone at night, she is making a 

conscious decision to take the 
risk of sexual assault." And fur- 
ther in the same paragraph, 
"Men walk alone at night all of 
the time and rarely give attack a 

second thought.” In my case, 
she is probable right. I am 6- 
foot-3 and weigh 262 pounds. 

and in alt likelihood I am not 

going to Ih> attat ked. However, 
all men are not art* not mv size, 
nor even < lose. For example. I 
have a friend who lives in the 
dorms and some of the men that 
live on the same floor as him 
could not he any larger than 5- 
fool-6 inches or 5-foot-7 and 
none probably weigh more than 
140 pounds. Meaning no insult 
to these men, they are just as 

vulnerable to an attack as any 
woman. 

As well, by saying that men 

have nothing to fear, you are 

completely discrediting hate 
crimes against homosexual men, 
as well as against men of color 
Can you imagine the feeling of 
terror and helplessness of an 

openly gay man who is forced to 
walk across campus alone, 
because upon calling Saftiride 
lie was informed that l>eoause he 
is a man. he is on his own? Or 
how about an Afriuin-American 
man' Or an Asian man? Or a 

white man, who. because he has 
a penis, has to walk home alone 
at night even though he might 
teel seriously threatened' You 
are right about this point. Ms 
Sale ic.cia. women are more at 
risk of being attacked. Howev- 
er. that does not mean that we 

should judge, or more accurate- 

ly. prejudge, |ust because a per- 
son is a male his needs are 

unimportant and trivial. 
As far as your comments 

about rape, your ignorance and 
hatefulness might be excusable 
if it was not such a prevalent 
attitude among feminists You 
claim that "it is the men who 
abuse their power as men in 
order to rape women that need 
their (men s) attention" and talk 
about "the mentality that allows 
men to rape 

At best, these comments are 

uninformed and insulting. At 
worst, they are sick and blatant- 
i. — 

I\ prejudiced. Do you think that 
rape is a normal part of the male 
brain, that all men think about 
it, but only some act on it? Rape, 
like murder or child abuse, or 

any other perverse, twisted 
behaviors, is an aberration. 
There is something mentally 
and emotionally dysfunctional 
that allows men to rape, just as 

there is something dysfunction- 
al that allow s Jeff Dahmer to kill 
and eat his victims and that 
allowed the Manspn girls to bru- 
tally butcher several people. 

You, Ms Salciccia, have the 
potential to murder and molest 
children and a whole myriad of 
other violent, sadistic acts But it 
does not mean that you will per- 
form these arts because it is like- 
ly that mentally and emotional- 
ly you. like myself, are not 

capable of such heinous things 
Physically, we both have the 
potential, but that does not mean 
that we should view people in 
light of their "potential" destruc- 
tive power. I have no more poten- 
tial to rape a woman then you do 
to rape a man that you could 
physically overpower It is just 
not m me 

Does Saferide disi rimmate? 
Undoubtedly yes. And just 
because men, as Ms. Salciccia so 

tact folly puts it. "have the pow 
or between their legs." does not 
in any way lessen the discrimi- 
nation. Both women and men 

have the right to feel safe on their 
campus. As well, I don’t appre- 
ciate being viewed as a "poten- 
tial rapist" anymore than you 
would appreciate being viewed 
as a "sexist dyke." It is prejudg 
ments like this that have caused 
such a rift not only between dif- 
ferent races and cultures, but also 
between men and women. And 
you are not helping. 

Stephen Crawford is a philos- 
ophy motor at the University 
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