
Accused in Hunt murder obsessed 
SPRJNCFIK1.H (A I’) The arraignment of a for 

mer preset tiling attorney who is m cused of slat 
mg a mother of IT ami allegedly targeted women 

at ross the country, who was postponed after fie 

appeared incoherent 
lame County Histrit t Judge Harrs I Larson called 

off the hearing Tuesday after ( lark Mu hael Jen 
nings failed to respond to questions, managing 
only to roll his head and stu k out his tongue 

Jennings, of Blvtho, Calif is fat ing a murder 

charge in the Monday murder of Arlene Hunt. -11 

Jennings, 51. has a history of mental problems, 
had violent obsessions involving Hunt and sever 

a! other women. 

"lie hn<i fixated on lit>r find thought th.it sh<> had 
caused him s<>in<• problems m his life." I,.me 
Counts Sheriff Hob Mi Menus said Tuesday lie 

apparently felt he needed to deal with her 

"Kor some reason, he has targeted our victim 
and three other women, one in Portland, one in 

Denver and one in (morgue that he has rossed 

paths with." M< Menu said 

He also allegedly targeted people in Yakima. 
Wash and thought first lady Hillary Rodham (din 
ton and Rep I’atrn ia Si brooder IX olo wen- pert 
of a dangerous < onspirat v 

"He started getting these hideous, hideous delu 
sums about this big i.onspirai v of awful women he 

thought were sending bombs against Russia, his 
sister Jamie Jennings of Blythe said 

"It was a great onspirai y that was out to do all 
these evil things to the nation, to himself and to 

his loved ones 

Jennings, who first met Hunt 20 years ago. was 

arrested by Cine County sheriffs deputies Monday 
night after a brief struggle at a motel in dow ntown 

Kugene 
Jennings apparently had been in the Cine ( oiin 

ty area for the last week, l.ene ( mints Distrii I 

Attorney Doug Hart.Inroad said Offii ers stispei t 

that he had been stalking Hunt 

"We believe at this point that we can plai e him 
in the residential area of our victim on two sepa 
rate days prior to the murder." Mi Manus said 

Hunt was slain after she interrupted a telephone 
< onvorsation with a friend to answer a knot k at 

her front door She si reamed w hen she opened the 
door Strut k by gunfire at least mu e. she full and 
died in the entry hall 

‘He started getting these 
hideous, hideous delusions 
about this big conspiracy of 
awful women he thought were 

sending bombs against 
Russia 

Jamie Jennings. 
accused's sister 

Within seconds of hearing th« commotion. ,i 

next door neighbor saw a bearded man in blue 
leans walking quit klv from the Hunt home 

Hunt, wife of laigene adoption ottornev Crag 
Hunt, was alone in their Springfield home at the 
time of the shooting The Hunts have one binlogi 
cal hi hi and 11 adopted children 

Karen Beswick. Arlene Hunt's friend for 1 > 

years, was the last person to speak to her 

We were doing our normal chili hat of the 

morning when she heard something at the door 
Beswu k said She had a cordless phone and she 
went to answer the door 

"The next thing I knew. I heard her si reaming 
I didn t hear any words t kept veiling her name, 

hut she didn't respond 
I hung up and t ailed ')] 1 and her hush.mil and 

her parents 
Mi Manus said farmings lived with Hunt's par 

ents in Washington after his release from the mil- 
itary in the late 1'Hitts He was reportedly a mem 

lair of the Green Berets 

He developed an interest in Hunt during his stay 

with the family, while he was attending law 
school 

He worked tor about a year ill the l‘t7t)s as a 

deputy prosecuting attorney for Yakima County 
Wash 

He later worked for his father's real estate firm 
He tiei ante extremely disconsolate following the 
death of his father He mu e v\es hit by a trm k 
w hile walking on a freeway m Washington He 
had reportedly been warned to leave the freeway 
before tin- at ulont by a patrolman who spotted 
him read ill); t Bible m a lane ol traffic 

Suspect’s problems 
date back to Vietnam 

YAKIMA. Wash (AIM An attorney who worked with 
('lark Mic hael Jennings in the c ounty prosecutor's office says 
ho knew Jennings hod problems, but never expected they 
would lead to tragedy 

Jennings. St. is accused of gunning down Arlene Hunt. 41, 
at her home in Springfield on Monday. Hunt, wife of a Eugene 
adoption attorney and mother of 12, knew Jennings when they 
both lived in Yakima in the 1970s. 

1 There are a lot of people who will look at the world differ- 
ently, "said Adam Moore, a Yakima criminal defense attorney 
and former county deputy prosecutor befriended him 20 years 
ago 

'll will never Ih* the same for her familv. for Mike's family. 
Moan* said of Hunt's death "It's horrible It's beyond words 
I'm absolutely numb with the pain and the confusion of these 
events." 

Moore said he believes Jennings' problems date hack to fits 
tour of duty in Vietnam, though Jennings went on to graduate 
from the University of Washington law school in 1971 

A deputy proset utor for 18 months starting in 1971. Jen- 
nings did mostly ivil cases, county Prosecutor Jeff Sullivan 
and others said Tuesday A records check showed he "did his 
job and was not a problem," Sullivan said 

After leaving the prosecutor's office, he worked for his 
father, (dark Jennings, in real estate, authorities in Oregon said. 

Jennings "worshiped his father" and struggled with his 
death in the late 1970s. Moore said 

A few years later, a state trooper found Jennings sitting in the 
easthound lanes of Interstate 90 near George, Wash., reading 
the Bible, Moore said The trooper made him move off the 

roadway, but Jennings soon returned to attempt suicide and 
was seriously injured 

"He cra< ked years ago when he ran in front of the semi-truck 
at George,” Moore said. "It's a miracle he even lived 

After painful rehabilitation of a shattered hip and leg. Jen 
nings seemed to drift, occasionally dropping in on Moore and 
his family. 

The relationship changed when Moore learned last sum- 

mer that his wife's name appeared on what authorities now 

allege is a kind of hit list written by Jennings 
"We were < unearned, but to believe he was apuhle of this 
no. Moore said "In our hearts we didn't believe it All 

my wife did was cook good meals for him 

Graduate Students 
Get to Know Us — 

yfo/utr Before you Need Us. 

Student Health Center 
X4441 

It is against ()regon state law lor 

us to tell \on about the great late 

night speeials at Quida\. Speeials 
that refer to priee reduetions or 

things of that nature. 
I' S tti- ,|«. tuu- erc.it iii-uaK c\c«> inch! 

We CAN tell you about the great 
Wednesday POOL TOURNAMENT. 
Hiller singles or doubles to \\ IN 

$$cash$$. 
11 you drink, drink responsibly. 

Wc are )ust an average law abiding 
group of people, looking tor a gtxnl time. 
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NOW PLAYING 


