
San Francisco schools suffer from tax ruled invalid 
SAN I RAM TSUI (Al») S,m Fraii. in 

it schools have already spout nearly ill 
tin* $2 t million i.olltN toil under ,i quarter 
nut sales tax ini roase ruled invalid this 

week 

I ill's of the tax lid Tuesday tin", .in* 

dismayed that most of it apparently won t 
lx* refunded M.n kers s iv to do so would 
hurt si hool hildren 

The )rd Distrul (.our! of Appi d in 

Sacramento said Monday that the S.m 
1 ram isoo measure approved m I )e. em 

her 1 'to 1 hv Vi percent of t he it •, s v nt 

ers. needed a two-thirds majority under 

Proposition 1 t. the 1078 lav ut initial 
live 

fans vers in the i.ase said that if the ml 
ing stands iiulividnal retailers an get 
refunds of i*vi ess taxes tliev paid to the 
state, hut their customers will gel no 

rebates 
That's m contrast to the situation in 

San Dingo and Monterey entities, where 
similar challenges to sales tax im leases 

sin eeded t aider a state law that covers 

those taxes, hot not the Sail Train isi o tax. 

hovers ol more than SI.000 in goods an 

get tax refunds, and the rest of the ttionev 

w ill he returned hi a rollhai k of the loi al 
tax rate 

Apart from that law. only retailers can 

seek refunds of invalid sales taxes 
Ins anse they are defined as the sole p.i\ 
ers of those taxes Die additional amount 
their i. turners pay is ,u tu iily an option 
.11 ( harv.e assessed In e,n h merchant 

Monday s roll: g pile ;ef mds total 
I tig S I <i It) t ■ f < > .r S' : S i., I : 

businesses Large retailers could laun 
nun h bigger refunds, a possibility that 
led the San Francis* o si bool board to set 

aside SI r> million of the tux reven ;e Mot 

lawyer arid a board member suggested 
that mer< bants who sought refunds 
yvtiuId risk a tMi klash 

I think it would be bad business for 

any other retailers to put themselves on 

record as try ing to take money away from 
the si bool < htldren of San I rant isi o. 

.ltd David (lOndwin. lawyer for tin- 
agent \ created to levy tie- tax 

"It's unsettling to feel that there are 

people out there who have no regard for 
the kids said school hoard member l orn 

Ammiano lb- said he vson’t patrom/e a 

flower dealer who was the lead plaintiff 
ill the suit against the tax 

We think this was a ase of bad faith 
on the par! of the school district by 

spending I he monex rather than setting it 
aside said Inna'han Coup.i; lawyer for 
tile Howard Jarvis Taxpavers Asm* nit inn. 

wdm h represented the retailers who ha! 
|enged the lav 1'he assm ; ition sought 
unsui essfulls 'u blo< l 1 11 lei turn of I " 

tax while the suit was pending 
There needs to le* legislation, ot some 

thing, that sa\s pending a determination 
of the valldltx of these im al sales laves 

that the monos has got to tie phli ed ill 

esi row ( anipal said 

The San I rani isi n tax was to have 

expired last lime hut w as I Iintinued In a 

new ballot measure approved In more 

than two thirds of the voters 

A 1***1! state law allowed the San I ran 

si o I '(lifted School I listrii i and the San 

Train is< n Community College I listru t to 

approve a quarter-lent sales tax itu reuse 

In a two thirds vote of their hoards of 
direr tors and a majoritx vote of Ihe pub 
ll< 

Die measure was pie ed on the loi a I 
ballot in the lai e ot w arntngs In I’roposi 
don I I adviH ates that it would V tolale the 
l'l 'H initiative s requirement of a two 
thirds vote tor new spei ml taxes 

A week after the San Tram ixi o vote. 

tin* state Supri'tin' Court broadened its 

nuts definition <)f spec hit taxes in 

ti wav that imperiled several 1cm ill hum 

sums. mi hiding tin* Sun ! ram isi o lax 

In a ( fixe from San Diego. the court 

ruled that tin* two thirds requirement 
applied mil only In spet ialpurpose taxes 

lev ted bv .1 11v nr countv. but also to tax 

• imposed bv a new Iv re.iied distru t 

ontrnlled bv a city nr < ountv 

1'hat ruling could be revisited soon 

!«•, ; .1- dll nnrt has agreed to rev jew an 

appellate decision that strut k down a 

half ent sales tax mi rease to fund transit 

pro|et ts in Santa (Lira Countv Hoping 
that the tax authority will he broadened, 
(food win said the San I rani isco agency 
prolmhlv will appeal its case to the high 
court 

In Monday's 1 11 ruling, the appeals 
court said a tax again v ontrnlled bv a 

school district is overed bv the tu n 

thirds vote requirement. |ust like the 
county ontrolled agency in the San 
Diego case 

The opinion bv |ustii e Richard Sims 
also said invalidating the tax would < ause 

no "unexpei led and unreasonable hard 

ships." 

NOMINATION DEADLINE: APRIL 15, 1994 

Nominations ate 'being .nu:|»ial IV«t award vvhi. h will' bt presented .11 Spring 
C umincTii e mem to Umvetsity of ('wipii la. ult.y mettihets Ini .‘I'-imr i.mKs! H'.u^ing 
Graduate ic.u K1 nv: 11-111>v\ win* have their own competition. .nr ineligible tor these 
awards liii-. year rhoro will In up to three awards e.i. h accompanied h\ .t monetary 
prize Nominations nut tn' made hv students t.» ih'., uH and alumni It you wish 
io make a nomination you mav u e the torm h< low ot another sheet of pa;x'r and 
.end it to the Inflowing address 

I oil.mu' (i I).t\ is. Vue I’tovosi lot \i ail omit hot son ml 
lOi Johnson II.til l tmctsits of Oregon 

Please send your nominations no lalei than \pid I a 1994 

Eligibility for Awards 
Ersleil Award for Oislinyuisfiod Teachinij 

I tie late Mr A ) I p.ted established the I t-aed Award lor Distinguished leashing o 

die l rmersin ol Oregon could annually honor faculty members yc tio ha\e taught 
comparatively shoti |x-nods and have demonstrated exceptional abilities to induce 
students to reason and not merely memorize the listed Awanl can go only to 

faculty who .ue early in then teaching c.ueet ■ litis teaching may occur at the 
undergraduate ot graduate level 

caieeis 

Faculty Achievement Award for Distinguished Teaching 
I he l 'mvetstty of (hegon wishes to continue the ttadition of the ilurlmgton Nonhern 
foundation faculty Achievement Award for Distinguished leashing hy instituting an 

award which will honor s<-nii>i lacults member who have achieved outstanding 
records as teachers I he I acuity Ac hicvement Award for Distinguished leaching can 

go only to (acuity memix'rs who trace held academic rank at the I mversitc of Oregon 
lot at least seven years, and who have demonstrated excellence in teaching at the 

undergraduate or graduate level 

I nominate __for the 
□ Ersted 
J Faculty Achievement Award for Distinguished Teaching. 
(< hct k one) 

The reasons for this nomination are as follows: 
feel free to atta< h an aJJitUmal \hret if rwtrvwn ) 

Signature of nominator_ 
Address- 
Telephone__ 
Please indicate your status: J Student J Faculty J Alum J Stall 

Ball of string contains 
remnants of man’s life 

I i ()RI.\( I \l’ It in.is never Iw as famous as the yyorld's largest 
,ii diu; well m Kansas, oi as large .is its ounterpart ill Darwin 

Mom !.i it for |oe Dyer of I I tire in e the six-foot hall of string, twine 
and van; that fills Ins arp'ort also tells the history of Ins life 

Dyer. 4t. said he started winding the hall of string when lie was 

nine years old 
M\ g: and mother gay e me a hook na lied Hntiu-r anil I hr Doughnut 

/-.n lory. he said 1 don't mmnttbur fhe book very well, hut in the 
hook, he started a ball of string 1 decided 1 w ould do the same thing 
so mv grandmother gave me a hall of string, and it grew from there 

And for the past tri years Dyer has continued the projei t he and 
Ins grandmother started 

I he hall weighs at least n ton. Dyer said. Hut the weight is not all 
string 

lie started wrapping change in with the string w hen he was young 
ami then began putting newspapers and other articles id Ins life 
into tlie hall to make a living history 

It's a tune capsule of my lile and what s going on close to it,' Dyer 
said I le said he adds onto the hall of string at least uni e each week, 
and as the hall grows larger. H takes more and more string to make 
one wrap around it 

"It's getting hard to gat enough twine to put on it Us ause it dovsn t 

take long until you re out of string.' he said 
Dyer uses |iist about any type of string on the ball. It is made up 

of nylon, regular string, twine, yarn and even some small rope He 
said he gets string from any where he an find it. ini hiding the string 
that seals dog food bags 

The ball attracts many sightseers, he said And his wife. Phoenix, 
said people often donate to Joe's hobby 

"Sometimes people even leave bags of yarn on our doorstep," 
she said 

The olors that Joe Dyer adds to his ball of string t hange from 
season to season 

"In ()i tober. I make it orange and brown and 1 make it green and 
red during the Christmas season." he said 

Phoenix Dyer, who is a clinical therapist, said it is often a help- 
ful tool with her work 

"Usually d I have a tough case. I take them to see it and it usual 
Is gets them to open up. she said "Usually even the shyest child 
wants to ask questions about it 

She said she also used a photo of the ball ol string — along with 
a textbook photo of the world's largest twill of twine in Darwin. Minn 
that measures 1J feet ini hes in diameter — during a speech she 

gave on obsessive-compulsive behavior 
However, sfie has "never regarded |oe"s hobby in that light She 

said the Iwill is a hildhood props t that has become a type of thera- 
py for him 

The ball of string is something Joe said he plans on having for a 

long time to come 

"I plan on putting it in something like a gazeU) so people can come 

look at it." he said. 

ETALS 
MISU l ! ANM >1 S 

Attentbiv ( ommillrr on Multicultural 
Affair* will tpontor a public forum today 
from 12 to 2 p rn in the I Ml Walnut Room 
For morr information, call 3*t> 301 ) 

ln< idental f rr ( ummiltw will comlui t 

budget hearing* tonight at r* in thr l Ml' 

Maple Room for more information, cal! 1*6 
37*y 

AMO Safety Affair* v»iil «poi:» a 

HIV AIDS |**rfnnnance tonight from 7 to V m 

the KMU fir Room For more information, 
tail 346 0628 or 146 3749 

( *reer Planning and Placement Servita 

will nnduct • reiunif witting workshop 
tcxiay from 1 JO to 5 p m in Hoorn 221 H«n 

Deadline for submitting bt Aik ?<> the Knurr 
• It] front desk Suite ftM) t Ml <» noon the 
day before publmitn>n t'.t Alt, run the dav of 
the ex-ent unless the rxrnt take% place before 
noon and U rmqumted f«> be published earh 

Sotiit* of events with a donation or 
nd/nttuon barge will not be epted Cam 
pus nwti and those sl hedtiled nearest the 
publication date will be gnen priority The 
Kmersid reserves the right r edit for grant 
mar and style 


