
COMMENTARY 

A Palestinian’s perspective on the peace process in Israel 
By F.idi it 

he movie Si htruih'r's l.i'-l 
made me feel ,1 lot of sor 

_L. row for the few# end the 
wav thi>v have been trcati*d in 

the post but vvha! saddens u\>‘ 

the most is that without world 

opinion and Israel’s need for tin* 
l' N support the v i( ions actions 

depil ted in the movie are tiotind 
to repeat themselves 

I am a Palestinian w ho w as 

fwirn and raised under the Israeli 
<m upation of the West Hank 1 
alwavs lived ms life wondering 
w hat it is like to h\ i' peai efully 
with the Israelis When the 

expot ted Palestinian uprising 
began in lli'iember l')H7 1. lor 

one, was happv to see a flange 
I felt this was the onlv wav for 
us to show the world the 
amount of humiliation ami hru- 
tulitv we fated in the past and 
the humiliation and hrutnlitv we 

an1 still fat mg in the present dav 
under o< t upation 

I he first time I traveled to |or 
dan I was shot ketl by the animal 
treatment that the Palestinians 
received compared to the treat- 
ment a person from din other 
foreign countrv wouldn't five 

The iournev from ruv home m 

the its of Ramullah to the t itv 
of Amman normallv would take 
a two to two anti a half hour 

driv *• 

But inv famtlv bei ause they 
are Palestinian. had to go to the 
Israeli militarv judge and stand 
in line for hours uist to got ,1 

hall* e to talk to the nidge 
we got see the 

lildge beh're he iefl Me ll id to 

give a good reason tor a \ ivt to 

Jordan A good reason would get 
his nia|estv s approval stamp 

Then we had to travel over -!0 
miles to the border town of leri 
Iiii to huv sptK ml stamps that 
ost $.’li0 for everv person trav 

eling ai ross the border into Ior- 
dan We then had to put on our 

neon orange identifii atom .arils 
whir h are rmu h like the vellovv 
stars levvish people were fori ed 
to wear in Na/i (.erm.inv Phis 

paper preparation must U- done 
a month prior to the v isit 

When the dav i.arne that we 

had to ross the border vve Ivutl 
to take a taxi to lent o bei atise 

no parking was available for 
Palestinian ars After arrival in 
|ern o we were taken hv bus to a 

human warehouse where more 

severe humiliation would begin. 
()m e at the warehouse a three 
hour line in over 100-degree 
weather awaited us while the 
Israelis double hei ked our 

papers 
II our papers were re 

approved we were then moved 

'. .irt\> is t'ii-ri’ sve had li ■ 

render our shoes as ssell .is ail 

piastu aitd metal obiei ts for \ 
ras I’I a stir ohiei !s included 
babs bottles 1 dn tin s and 
a I most inert water container 

on< enable I’Sastn objet ts on 

tisiated from the Palestinians 
were kept tn the Israelis never 

to be seen again 

\ii individual strip seari h lo; 

ear h’ Palestinian comes nest 
I he men and women are then 

separated and move to a curtain 
booth where thin are stripped 
down to their underwear A 

metal detei tor is then passed 
over the person's entire hods 
We were then told to dress and 
move to room where a giant 
pile >1 shoes awaited us Knr h of 
us had to soart h through the pile 
in order to find our own pair of 

from the time sse handed our 

shoes user lo the time sse found 
our shoes nearls three hours had 

passed 
I he Israeli soldiers told us to 

wait in a room th.it ssas user 

crowded sv it h people Two 
Israeli women in uniform then 
took our hags to I Ills k every sin 

gle item in them After a delay of 
tsso hours sse were handed our 

hags hai k and asked to lease on 

the Inis that would take us 

at mss tho hrtdgo 
Whon w o ro u hod ’. \ > hr nU;o 

tin* bus stopped twforo < rnssing 
:? Wo Uf*rt' to id t. > ioa\ i‘ t ho Imis 
.i'i( 1 Wit W \\ 

stoppod oft tho h'us wo woro fold 
In "ihrr i'.ii« stimans tti.it thoro 
u is » wator hoso outsido but 
tho lint* of pooplo waiting to 

!: ink U .IS too lom: so IM\ .|V.lt 
fill'. .o.kod lilt* to \s .lit Ullti Wo 

:i<ssi*d tho m or to lord.m 

Wo >;<>t tun k on tho bus with 
.m Isr.ifb soldior who ton nun 

ijti’s boforo w v rossrd tin- ri\ 
br sbtfloti <iskin’v; r'htuiom pooplo 
for papot s \s ho lot! till- bus ho 
vtid, Haw a nn o d.»v in Ara 
tin Wo wattod oir tho bus for 
another half hour wtub- tho 
Israolt sido vs.utod tor porous 
sion In solid tho tuts ,n ross tho 
hritlyjo \ ft * .1 total of ton hours 
wo finally » ross tho tho rwor to 

Iordan 

I'ah’slinuin pi-upli’ arc ti•<I up 
with I!ii' inhum.ini' tri'atinrnt 
thi'\ .ire tin riv lujj \ trip 
ln'twixm two i.itins as t.ir apart as 

Portland and Ihintmi' should not 
t-ik• ■ .1 wiu'if ii,iv pf Mitli-rnut 
ami humiliation 

Wiii if I mas lory>t v c .mil lor 

v;i-t in.ms pi ■ iplu w tin lost IomkI 
in", may not iio m' lonpvinp i 

an) all for tilt' punt «> proi t'W. iillt 
I .mi nfraul pv.u o is out of nsii h, 
without solid iw uli'iii a tiiat 
would load ini' to htdnwi- that 
Israol is vjoinn to h.ingi> its atti 
tinli- toward I’alt'sl iniatis 1 
Iiidiri i' tli.it po.11 r t.ilks shodId 
ri'simti' only if Isr.ud norm's to 

disarm sottlnrs in tin* Wi st Hank 
hot iiisi- thorn a ipiMl datipor to 
thi' I'lili'stiniiiiis sun !• tluw in’ 

irrational in tfuur nsn of mins 
almost all of I hi* tilin' 

I lull Ibsirs is a Hmli'pi s/u 

drill ill tlu■ I nnrisiti 
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OPINION 

13th Avenue ain’t big enough for all of our umbrellas 
Indents were sent fleeing 
for their lives \\ edilesdas 
in .m attempt to .ivoui the 

unavoidable the rum, one of 
the few consistent things about 
the st,lie we live ill 

.Students sought shelter in the 
form of the 1 All' or class build 

mgs Hies sought shelter with 
eai h other Hies sought shelter 
under that ( ailunibia |a< ket that 
the mutant weather we've been 

having made them believe the', 
weren't going to have to use 

until next winter 

Worse oil. the\ sought shelter 
under umbrellas 

lilac k ones filin' ones broken 
ones New ones 

Ones that .ire so lug still c Ollid 

keep sour whole ur drs under 
them 

1'ltimately tiles are a far 
ssorse hazard oil sidewalks than 

You ought to be in 
TV COMMERCIALS! 
National commercial prndui lion 

company based in Eugene is 

looking for people lo appear in 

our television commercials No 

expeuence necessary Have 
immediate need for college age 
males and females for new 

client Must be outgoing and 
able to take direction. Most 
shoots take an hour or two and 
we pay on the spot For 
consideration please send a 

recent photo, a short note about 

yourself, telephone number and 
times and days you're usually 
available to: 

Commercial Talent Director 
P.O. Box 3091 

Eugene, Oregon 97405 

J \hf Bn«. 

bikes or skateboards, whit h are 

not allowed on many of the 
same paths is walkers 

Wilt’ll tile pret ipltation season 

begins factually, it's yearlong). 
I'm reminded of how many pen 
pie tail to honor those codes of 
humanity that used to be stu It 
givens Kemember the savings 

Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you' and 
"l.oy e they neighbor”' 

I remember them, but the ne\’ 

me I get tagged ill the head In 
one of those 10 foot wingspan 

golf' umbrellas or liar e to dui k 
bolow some umbrella that s 

endangering the ‘•talus of my 

pigular won I inav sas some 

thing 
If I in in a good mood bei ause 

voi: re the fir-• t to lot mi*, then ] 

mav politely say. f xi hm' von 

II I'm on mv third or fourth tii|i 
ol the day up 111*’ narroxv afyvalks 
that 1 tth Avenue affords us. thru 
I may politely -.ay (.o hilt k to 

( alilorma 

Hut it hw' had it yyith ev rr y 

one's paranoia: behavior. then 
the threats may !«• issued forth I 

may (politely) ask. Do you 

knoyy what it feels like to haxe 
an umbrella shoved down your 

throat and then opened'' 
Sure, 1 support y our right to 

guard yourself from the weather 
and to tell you the truth I think 
II would !>t' pretty damn funny if 

I may (politely) ask, ‘Do you know what it 
feels like to have an umbrella shoved 
down your throat and then opened?’ 

I saw sotni'bodv gilt kllOl ked 
duw n In if it umbrella I lint 
would make ini' happ\ 

How in it. the f.ii I is lli.it i! 

rarely ruins in Ktigtine I or 

instant e, most of tin' stuff that 
falls from the sk\ in thi> 
Willamette k alley wmilil simply 
hoiilit it off of thn waterproof 
people of (Im (fregon ( oast 

And I'd halo to ever be that 

person who ends up fat i> down 
in a mud puddle hm tuse I got 
ilia ked In tin* umbrella u! 111*■ 

one too (leap to inns! in a 

del ent rain jm ket I iis, ■ h ■. r 

keen interest ill keepillit tin fai e 

protei ted and in one piei e 

.t»n»• of those umbrellas on hi 

pul sour eve out faster than a HH 

gun, man 

So be kmci to vour fallow stu- 

dents and w at< ii w here you 
walk 

hut it \ ou de< ni»* to insist on 

doing Marv t’uppms imper- 
sonation eviuv da\ it sprinkles 
in I ugene. sta\ awa\ from this 
net dog like vou would some 

one with a petition to sign 
unless, of course, it's a petition 
to ban the use of umbrellas on 

campus 
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EUGENE WEEKLY'S 

Disneyland Sweepstakes 
Meet someone special and win a Disneyland vacation! 

You mud bo at leas! 18 years old and have a loucMone phone !o place a Vote Personal ad 

Place your FREE Voice Personal ad in any April 
issue of EUGENE WEEKLY and be entered in the 
EW Disneyland Sweepstakes You could win: 

• A 3 day, 2 night stay at the 
Anaheim/Orange Hilton Suites 
Hotel lor up to 6 people 
• Two day passes to Disneyland 
To be entered m the Disneyland 
Sweepstakes (IH out the Voice 
Personals section ol the £ W classi- 
fied form and mail or bring it into oc» 

office Final deadline tor the Apr! 28 
ssue is Friday Apnl 22 4 30pm 

Pick up 
EUGENE WEEKLY 

at the EMU, 
UO Bookstore and 

other campus locations. 

PEEKLY 
Call 484-0519 for details. 

Vacation package maybe u6ed anylimo unlit Dec 31, 1994 


