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Cable prices might not fall for all 
WASHINGTON (AP) (onsumers demanded 

i!. the Federal Commune at ions Commission 
ordered it. tan! that A still n<> guarantee that lulls for 
< aide art* about to fall 

The FT( (ii*t reed a < ul in February, saving i! 
would taring pru <■*. down annthrr pen mil Hu! 
there's no guarantee that s what subst rdiers vi:I! 
siii vs lii’n the taangi s finally implemented 

Chat's tai‘i ausu ilu- F< ( .hasn't spel led on! tin* 
formula ilia! (aide ompnmes and tax al regulators 
must use to figure new rates Additionally rates 

depend on w till ta sen. 11 es INK ta sutav ritaer lakes 
1 he fomitiln is nntamed in a rate order that the 

l (.( IS espei ted to issue this week It is long over 

due 
With so many details still in the air. able mil 

pomes has e been thrown into ( linos Millions of 
dollars are at stake Their hankers are ptterv And 
he al regulatory authorities worn about what the 
new rules will do for ( onsumers 

David Olson, dine.lor of the Portland Ore 
C)ffi(< of (.able ( .otiimunn.ations and Front iuse 
Management, said he doesn't expet t all HO.000 
1 able siitasi Tillers in his its to rm.eivr a 

~ 

pen cut 

redui lion, no matter what the I f ( said in its Fob 
mart urtliouni emerit 

The press releases annount mg what the I ( ( is 

going to do (dol not always have one-to-one n>i.i 

tionship to renlitv he said 
lie noted that the IT ( s first set of able regula- 

tions. issued almost ,i year ago. sometimes result 
ed iii rate m< reuses.-not < uts Th.it won't happen 
this tone.'lot a! regulators predit t 

At the time, the I f ( predu ted Hills lor two 
thirds of all (able sub si nbers would drop hi ns 

miii h as to pertain! 
Sivtv eight percent did. taut — to tfie IT ("s.sur 

prise and Congress'dismay t| peri enI of eon 

sinners got ini.reuses 
Fins prompted demands tH.it tin- If! ret a si t tin* 

rules It did so..last month 
Sus.m Merman, general manager of Los Angeles 

Department of Telei ommunii ations, said she is 

uni crtuiii ataout tin* impat t on the 520.000 sub 
si r He s Mu* oversees And Nett York state in File 
regulator \\ illiatn I uineran. tv ho ot ersecs f u mil- 
lion able iistorners shied aw.it from predu ling 
the outi (Mile 

Hut Hill Nijiiadron. president of a loi al regula- 
tors lobby group ailed the National Asso< lation 
of I elei ommunu at ions Of fit ers and Advisors, 

The press releases 
announcing what the FCC is 

going to do (do) not always 
have a one-to-one relationship 
to reality.' 

Da vie j Olson 
dittn tor Oth of Cst' e Communu:<iUons 

nth t Franchise Manaijt -mar: 

predh t»■<! ,i signtfit ant percentage of consumers 

will w rates go down 
If lli(> now Id ( rules come out soon Merman 

thinks ( ousumers ould see a drop in their hills In 
late summer or e.irh fall Olson thinks Dei emlier 
is a surer fret 

And some < ousumers niav have to wait longer 
If < able systems appeal lot al rate det isioiis. the 
new rates won t take eflet t until the disputes are 

resolved 
Haste t aide rates are regulated In t ities, not the 

I t ( hut they use the I ( ( formula The I td reg- 
ulates rates beyond the basic pat kage only il t on 

sumers file t omplaints 
The new rules mean more work, aide e\ecu 

lives and lot al regulators saul Whether more work 
translates into a longer wait for consumers 

depends on the resourt es of local regulators 
We essentially have to redo w hat we'v* already 

done, said Mike Isaacs, governmental affairs 
thret tor of the Providence (ournal (at which pper 
ales r able systems in nine states, serving Hut).not) 
subsiiilrers 

I t ( officials predict the new rules will take 
et let t in mid-May. dovetailing wit Ik M t\ la. the 
day when a ‘freeze on cable revenues will be lifted 

I :utier the free/e. in eflet I nearly a year, t able 
iales hi move up or tlow n, hut a system's month- 
ly revenue has to stay the same Table companies 
s.iv the free/e has t os! them millions of dollars 

Most rate increases the first time around ame 

from systems rearranging pat kages of program- 
ming anti equipment to t omplv with the ltd s 

pritf rules, regulators said Tot al regulators view 
those t hnnges as a one-time net urrenco 

While main ot those mt renses were legitimate, 
the ltd is mvestigatmg (>d able systems that may 

have violated the regulations 
11 111 
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SOFTBALL 

SIGN UPS 

April 5 

LOCATION 
102 Esslinger, 
R.I.M. Office 

PHONE 
346-4113 

SOCCER 

SIGN UPS 

April 13 

LOCATION 
102 Esslinger, 
R.I.M. Office 

PHONE 
34b-4113 

ULTIMATE 
FRISBEE 

SIGN UPS 

April 21 

LOCATION 
102 Esslinger, 
R.I.M. Office 

PHONE 
346-4113 America^ Inexpensive Way 

To CaJl Someone Collect,” 


