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Alexander's mother, describing
the problems associated with 4
visually impaired or blind child
trying to fit into a sighted world
“Blind people are dilferent. You
can’t change that, you just accept
"

Prince said that the key for a
blind person to be successful and
learn is expenience. The common
responses of “wait” or the redun
dant "I'm sorry ™ will never help
i blind child to grow, she said
And the attitude that “1'1] just do
it mvsell so it's easter and faster”
may accomplish tasks faster, but
sacrifices the blind child’s role

‘He has to understand all the
pn\-.lluhtu-s of what a person
could mean when they say,
“There’s a chair to your left," '
Prince said about her son. “When
he touches it, he's not touching
a chair, he's touching a corner —

of how he dif

hildren, He
hears one classmate talking to
another from across the room and
feels kids rushing past him, mov

ing and talking quickly. Some
times, “he's sad that he's differ

ent,” his mother said

The problem, she continued,
is that Alexander doesn’t know
how. He has ‘\|"'|l| a lot of time
lately with a trained aide, who is
helping him to learn, but the
experience sn't contributing to
the natural interaction with oth
er k.li\

“If a child is offended by some-
one with a disability, they won't
say ‘cul it out’ or punch the
child,"” said Prince. She com
pared it with being a stranger to
a new culture: Without knowing
what is right or what is wrong,
the person will often just not do

Raining awaraiess
fers from sighted «
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' me is different, whether it's a dif A\ popt In bov whose schoo that folding vour arms means
We're introducing three great new Blizzard and Breeze” Havors and to ferent gender or different cul ales .-.II him “Axi,” Alexand vou're annoved or backing away
celebrate, all flavors are on sale for a limited time - Try the deliciously ture,” said Agafia  Prince is now at the age where he is  from the conversation. They don’t

see tears until they feel them, and
they don't always understand
happiness without laughter

Learning nonverbal language
in order to communicate and fit
in with other kids is not only dif
ficult, but also “trying to make
someone live in a culture that
they don’t belong in,'” said
Prince

Alexander’s favorite movies are
“Aladdin” and “"Pinocchio.”

He'll keep drinking Coke when
hh ti.lti llfl'll‘[‘\ |‘Nill’l'h\ll, .l||£1 fl!"”
play basketball with his friends
as he usually does. And with
time, he'll understand that his
difference isn’t a sethack

‘My goal for him is indepen
dence,” said Prince. "'l just want
him to figure it out like we can
figure it out on his own
terms




