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the introduction ol red worms) peopile
throw their organic waste into a bin filled
with worms The worms eat this
_L‘_||r|l-¢g|-" and break it down into some of

the most nutrient-rich fertilizer around
In gardening lingo worm castings are
called “gardener’s gold ™

But not all waste can be used as worm
food. Worms only eat organic waste; they
don’t eat plastic or metal, and they don’t
really like meat too much either Coffee
grounds, orange peels, crushed egashells,
bread crusts. and vard clippings are the
stuff worms love to feast on. After they 've
burrowed through vesterdayv's lunch
sCraps their castings can be used to grow
some of the best organic fruits and veg
vtables around

Current landfills are getting full and
new sites are hard to come by Nobody
wants a landfill in their backyard. espe
cially with problems such as leaks and
odor People around the world have start
ed to rethink garbage Nearly 18 percent
of the garbage produced by an average
American household is vard waste, and
another seven to eight percent 1s food
waste

By seeing these as resources and using
them accordingly, over one-fourth of a
household's garbage would disappear

Over one-fourth of that household's
garbage would no longer be contributing
to the landfill problem: it could be used

IRS offers several programs
to respond to tax questions

Lane Community College main
campus Tuesday through Thurs

By Meg Dedolph

As o class project, a group of students decided to determine
how much food the University wasted, by performing a lood
waste audit. Originally, they planned to use this data to pro
pose an alternative to simply dumping all the food waste in
a landfill. After determining how much food was actually
wasted, they had hoped to devise a vermicomposting pro
gram that would utilize this waste

Vermicomposting is a process that is relatively new to the
public eve It uses the same concept as regular composting
except that it uses worms to eat the waste. Worms digest all

While it may seermn unbelievable that students can waste so
much food, it is also unbelievable that they are willing to pay
to do it Even resident students who don’t waste tood pay for
it

Each student pays the same amount for a caleteria pass. 50
a 110-pound freshman who only vats one meal vach day pays
the same as a 280-pound senior who eats the aquivalent of
seven meals. And because all residents pay the same regard
less of how much they eal. everyone pays for the waste in the

kinds of organic matter and turn it into a high-nutrient fer
tilizer. Worms break down the organic waste faster than nor
mal composting, and the final produg

is much higher in

form of higher room and board fees
A debit system meant 1o reduce the waste has already been
implemented at other colleges around the country

1o help that family grow its own food
which would probably be healthier than
the vegetables available at the local
suparmarket (due to the amount ol toxi
wrichenucals used in agriculture today)
I'hat household would save money by
having less garbage to dispose of, and it
'-\.IJLJ}-’ decrease its lll'ilt'lllh‘ll‘ ¢ on n store
for 11s fruits and \.vqr'h;"]"‘;

And not only do worms eat vour
garbage, they do it quickly Some
researchers claim that red worms can
consume up to twice their body weight
every dav. Add the fact that red worms
rvprm!m.v uad kly under gnutl condi
tions, and their ability to rapidly convert
waste into fertilizer becomes clear.

So if worms are so great, why haven't
wo heard of them before? Actually, the

idea has been around for quite a while
i‘“l In a so l"'\ .|k" DUrs w hpjp i"'lll‘l!'
wre encouraged to buy now and pay lat
er, the idea of a long-term waste manage
ment program like vermicomposting has
by t:lll_;{ overlooked

Worms were praised for their role in
creating prime soil as far back as 1896,
when Charles Darwin wrote a book about
sotl ecology In it he states,”"Worms have
plaved a more important role in the his
tory of the world than most persons
would at first suppose

He was referring to worms™ ability to
avrate the soil by tunneling through it,
while the same time breaking down
organic maltter into nutrients readily
accessible to plants

CASH FOR BOOKS

monday-friday 9:00-5 00 saturday 9:00-2.00

Ihe idea of using worms as partners in
wiastle management has come back into
the public eye, and several large vermi
composting programs have been imple
mented across North America The King
dome 1n Seattle recently set up a
vermicomposting program which uses all
the vegetative food scraps produced by s
caterer. Three harbor-front restaurants in
Ontario, Canada. have yoined forces to
vermicompost  their collective food
seraps

Many of the institutional vermicom
posting projects are valued more for the
money they save than they are for the fer-
tilizer they produce. Instead of paying a
garbage company to haul away organic
waste, it is simply deposited in the near-
ast wortn bin
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an also be picked up at mosl
libraries and banks, including the
Knight Library government dog
yment section and the UIS Bank
branch on campus

Drop-in help 1s avatlable ot the

evarned less than $23,050 in 1993
and whose children lived with
them for more than six months
may qualify for up to $2,3064 in
refunds from the federal govern

ment

By Stephanie Sisson

A panel discussion about
what 15 being done to stop
the Oregon Citizen's Alhlance
will occur today trom 4:30 to
6 pm in the EMU Fir Room

The OCA: Fighting Hate
in Your Own Backyard™ 1s

Panel focus on action against OCA

part of the 1994 Public Inter
est Environmental Law Con
lerence

Speakers will ine lude state
representative Cwynthia
Wooten; Charles F Hinkle, a
legal advocate for the A( LU's
hattle over the OCA inilia
tives, and Federal Public
Defender David K. Allen

(across from Sacred Heart Hospital

Smith Family Bookstore

textbook and general bookstore
near the U of O campus)
768 Last 13th Avenue 345-1651

general books

(across from the post oftice near the Hilton/Hult Center)

525 Willamette Street 343-4717

textbooks may be sold at either store

monday-friday 9:00-5:00 saturday 9:00-2:00
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