
Worms wriggle their way into the recycling revolution 
By Nate Thompson 

Those reepy red wrigglers m your n-ir 
den have more uses than |ust staring 
younger siblings 

Worms have leapt to the forefront of 
the ret vt ling revolution As people try to 

tmd a way to be more environmentally 
oust mils vs onus have suddenly fiecome 

a v aluahle 11immodity 
\\ ii \ w v1 'i si What < on i d 

vs.'lies possibly have to do vsith rei \ 

■ s v on .* v \\ urns are the best 
ret y tiers an mild ind they ve been doing 
n for longer than any other spot ies on the 
planet 

In a proi ess nailed seritucomposting 
similar to regular omposting evi ept tor 

the mtrodut turn of red vvorinsl people 
throw their orgnnit. waste into a bin fdletl 
yvith worms The worms eat tins 

"garbage” and break it down into some of 
the most nutrient-rich fertilizer around 
In gardening lingo worm eastings are 

called "gardener’s gold 
Hut not fill waste can on used .ts worm 

food Worms only nat organic waste; the\ 
don't oat plastic or motal, and they don't 
renllv.-'like moat too much either Coffee 

grounds, orange peels. ( rushed eggshells, 
bread crusts and vard clippings are the 
stuff worms love to feast on After they ye 

burrowed through yesterday s lunch 
m raps their listings * an be used to grins 
some ol tile best organii Iruils and y eg 
etables around 

Current landfills are getting full and 
ness sites are hard to < nine by Nobody 
wants a landfill in their hei hyard espe 
tally with problems sut h as leaks and 

odor People around the world have start 

ed to rethink garbage Nearly 1H percent 
of the garbage produced by an average 
Ameru an household is yard waste and 
another seven to eight percent is food 
waste 

By seeing these as resoun es and using 
them accordingly. over one fourth ol a 

household's gnrlrage would disappear 
Over one-fourth of that household's 

garbage would no longer i«* contributing 
to the landfill problem; it could lie used 

Urban Farm class audits University food waste level 
By Nate Thompson 
> t.V t VpujfyV’ |*y f •’*’ .Va* 

t in vers 11 v food services throw s a w a v a I most one ton of 
fond cvorv < 1 .i\ Mui h "f i1 i' food tfi.tt was taken tn students 
■ tt ..111*!i nit! it mieis straight into the landfill 

s.' ,* •1,,, i Mui t!n*v prepare is donated to I* iak1 tor l .11n1 

( '.ti .v f fi distribute' 1 to the homeless Regardless of 
where t goes students pay for it every term m tfioir room mil 
board tees 

This information is the result of privet t done h\ students 

taking the l ’rfi.in 1 irin this term ()ffe: ed hv the Si himi of 
•\rt hitix fore and Allied Arts the t’than I arm is lass that 
offers students exposure to di f fervid t v pes of I art h friend I v 

lifestvles and xaloes 
As a lass pro|ei t group of students dei ided to determine 

flow much food the University wasted, by performing a food 
waste audit Originally, they planned to use this data to pro 
pose an nlternntiye to simply dumping all the food waste m 

a landfill After determining how mm ii food was actually 
wasted, they had hoped to devise a vermn omposting pro 
gram that would utilize this waste 

Vermn omposting is a pro< ess that is relatively new to the 

public eve it uses the same coni ept as regular omposting. 
except that d uses worms to eat the waste Worms digest all 
kinds of organic matter and turn it into a high nutrient ler 
tilizer Worms break down the organic waste faster than nor 

mal composting, and the final product is much higher in 

nutrients Vermii outposting also breaks the waste down to a 

si/1* lli.it is smaller and more at t essihle to plants roots 

In perform the audit, thr students wort' separated into 

teams isit li of who li measured the food waste of a erlnitl 
fat lilts uii ampus I'hese groups sot up a ollet tion situ and 
asked that patrons disposed of their food in those instead of 
the normal garlvage ans 

I he it inner of the Worst Waster»\ ward was (arson I tail 
whit h throws away approximately 620 pounds of food eat h 

day 1 lain 11 ton Complex vs as ti lose set ond, throwing a wav 

appro Minute I v iHl pounds of food ever v do v 1 he I’m v ersi 

tv Ion I Ml Skylight ami I oiint.un ( ourt were also audited 
Collet tiv elv t lie v throw avvav over tMt pounds of food 'eat h 

titty 
While it may seem unl>ellt*v able that students an w aste so 

mill h food it is also ntihelievaide that they are willing to pay 
to do it I veti resident students who'don't waste loot! pay tor 

it 

lull ti student pays the same amount lor a afeteria pass So 

a 11(1 pound freshman who only eats one meal eat ll day pay s 

the same as a 28(1 pound senior who eats the equivalent of 
sey eii meals And iiet.ause a 11 residents pav \ ho same regard 
levs of flow min h they eat. everyone pays for the waste m the 
form of higher room and board fees 

A debit system meant to redm e the waste Inis already been 

implemented at other colleges around the ountrv 

to help that family grow its own food 
which would probably be healthier than 
the vegetables available nl the local 

supermarket (due to the amount ol toxic 

agrichemicals used m agriculture today) 
I hat household would save money by 

having less garbage to dispose of. and it 

would dec rease its dependenc e on a store 

lor its fruits and vegetables 
And not only do worms eat your 

garbage, they do it quickly Some 
researc hers c laim that red worms can 

c onsume up to twic e their body weight 
every day Acid the fac t that red worms 

reproduc e quu kly under good c oncli 
turns, and their ability to rapidly convert 

waste into fertilizer becomes c tear 
So if worms are so great, why haven't 

we heard of them before' A< tuallv, the 

idea has been around lor quite a while 
Hul m .1 soi ieiv like tnirs where people 
arc encouraged lo buy now and pay I .it 
or the idea of a long term yvaste manage 
ment program like viirinu ompostmg lias 
been long i>yerlooked 

Worms were praised for llieir role in 

i.renting prune soil as far bat k as 1H9<>. 
when ( barles Darwin wrote a book about 
soil e< ology In it he states. Worms have 

played a more important role in the bis 
lory of I fie world (ban most persons 
would at first suppose 

He was referring to worms' ability to 

aerate the soil by tunneling through it. 

while tfie same time breaking down 
organic matter into nutrients readily 
a< essifile to plants 

Mil* n)rii of using worms .is partners hi 

waste management has mmi bin k into 

llii' publu eye, and several large vermi 

omposting programs have been imple 
mantl'd .11 russ North Amaru a I lia king 
dnma in Saattla recently sat up a 

vermicomposting program which usas all 
tha vegetative fond si laps produi ad by its 

caterer Three harbor front rastaurants in 

Ontario, (lined.t bava |oinad fort as to 

varmu (impost tbair t.ollartiva food 

straps 
Many of Ilia institutional varmu om 

posting proiai ts ara vuluad moro for tha 

money they sava than tbav ara for tha far 
tili/ar tbav produi a Instaad of paying a 

garbuga company to haul away organu 
waste, it is simply dapositad ill tha unitr- 

ust worm bin 

IRS offers several programs 
to respond to tax questions 
By Meg Dedolph 
'rtfgw 0.1..'V t rffiikl 

l ilt* Internul Revenue Service 
is offering several programs to 

answer questions about filing 
on ome tax this \ear 

t he IRS is providing tax help 
^ er the telephone Monthly 

through I rnf.is trom 
1 

to a in to 

p III it I Him tt.'*i 1040 Satur- 

day help nil: he pros "led trom 

|(i a in to l |i m on April * and 

April 0 

Spanish-speaking tax nssixtors 

are also mailable, at 1 MJU-H2‘»- 

4t>7 2, trom 7 to a in to r) p in 

Monday through Friday 
To get tax forms and other pub- 

Ih aliens, t all l-H00-82li :tti7t., 

Monday tfirough Friday from 7 

a m to 5 p m and Saturday from 
fi a m to noon 

Forms, both federal and state, 

an also be pit ked up at most 

libraries and tianks including the 

Knight l ibrary government dot 
ument section and tfie I'S Hank 
brunch on ( arnpus 

Drop-m fie I [i is a\ ailafile at tfie 

Lane Community College mam 

campus Tuesday through I'hurs 
day. from 9 a m to 4 p m in the 
Student Kesouri e l .enter .it 4000 

l tilth Ave Ihe downtown 
I arnpus at 10fd4 Willann'tte is 

also offering tax help on I ties 

itay and Wednesdays Irom u 

,i rn to t p in 

I or students more interested 
in a ijun k refund elet tronu III 
mg is another option Although 
an elet tronu filing allow s tfie IRS 
to issue a refund more quo kly, 
or m some ases. directly deposit 
it into the taxpayers frank 
ui mint 

It is more costly than filing tax- 

es by mail For example, the cost 

for elm tronu filing from If & K 
Hlo< k. an income tax preparation 
company, ranges from $2T> to $49 

Low income taxpayers who 
earned loss than $24,050 in 199.) 
and whose hildron liveri with 
them for more than six months 
may qualify tor up to $2, i()t>4 m 

refunds from the federal govern 
merit 

Panel focus on action against OCA 

By Stephanie Sisson 

A panel dismission about 
what is being done to stop 
the Oregon Citizen s Alliam e 

will occur todm front 4 30 to 

h p in m the KMU Kir Room 

"The OCA Fighting Hate 
in Your Own Backyard" is 

part of thr t‘>‘1-4 Public Inter 
(•>.1 environmental l.avv (.on 

lerem e 

Speakers will include state 

representative (. y n t h i a 

Wooten: Charles I Hinkle a 

ie^al advocate lor the ACLl s 

bottle over the OCA initio 
lives, and Federal Publit. 
Defender David K Allen 
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CASH FOR BOOKS 
mortday friday *> (X) S 00 Saturday 9 (X> 2 (K) 

two locations 

QUALITY USED TEXTBOOKS 
[ MVEKSI n Ol OREGON 

I AM ('OMNIUM IY ( Ol I l .OI 
I I Ml El DOll I 10,1. 

LAYAWAY NEXT TERM'S BOOKS 

no money down 

hritiK your author, title, and edition 
find your hooks pay by April 2, 1994 

Smith Family Bookstore 
textbook and general bookstore 

(across from Sacred Heart Hospital near the l! of O campus) 
768 f atst 13th Avenue 345-165 i 

general books 

(across from the post office near the Hilton/Hult C enter) 
525 Willamette Street 343-4717 

textbooks may be sold at either store 

monday friday 9:00-5:00 Saturday 9:00-2:00 


