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Wheelchair rugby grows rapidly 
By Rebecca Merritt 
( f.Xt'% # 

With n little help from Old 
Veller. All«*n Seats of Kugene 
might moke it to the 1‘t'tfi Sum 
mer Olympic. < Rentes 

Seals is a member of the Ore 

gon Trail quad rugb\ team 

wh11 h competed this weekend 
at the Northwest regional tour- 

nament at lane Community ( ol 

lege Old Veller is the name for 
his yellow rugby yyh«*••!« hair 

"This is the fastest growing 
wfieeh hair sport in this world 
Seals said U- trying to 

uial it an ()Iy m jin sport in 

1 <)')(> 

Developed ,ii ( aiiada m the 
lu lls wheelchair rugby pits 
two teams of 1 1 quadriplegic 
itllletes in a. fill! out.u t game 
that resembles football, mm it 

and roller derby Players use 

sport spec ifit yvheeli hairs 
designed to turn easily on a has 
ketball court 

Angie Seals, tournament 

director, said athletes are lassi- 
fied by disabilities Unlike 
yy heeh hair basketball, rugby is 

designed spec ifii ally for people 
yy bo are paralyzed m their arms 

and legs 

Seven team*- from Oregon. 
(California. Washington amt 
Nevada competed in the week- 
end tournament The winner. 

Quadzilln of San Kraut isco. 

advance* to the national tourna- 

ment in Boston The Oregon 
Trail team sponsort'd In Oregon 
Rehabilitation ( enter, placed 
se< ond 

Angie Seals said this is the 
first time Kugene has hosted a 

rugbv tournament The sport is 

attrai ting a lot of attention ill the 
local community. and l-.ugene 
will bid for a ham e to host the 
national tournament next year 

"The disabled community 
here in l-.ugene is extremely sup- 
portive she said 

Quad rugbv athletes enjoy the 

(ompetition and cnmaraderie 
offered bv the sport Many were 

active athletes before their 
injuries, she said 

"There's no other sport you 
an plav in a chair that's .1 1 on- 

tact sport." said Darren Thoma- 
son, a quad rugbv athlete from 
Reno 

Thomason said he works out 

every dav to prepare for compe 
tit ion Tlie sport, he said, gives 
turn something to look forward 

to and ht* will be playing rugbv 
"until tnv hands fall off 

Steve Pate, a rugbv athlete 
from Sacramento. said he is 

addicted to the competition 
Main athletes, like Pate, view 

the game as way of life rather 
than a hobby 

Allen Seals said the lies! part 
of the game is the intense degree 
of c ompetition and the friend- 

ships formed off-court 
"We beat the tar out of one 

another in competition but 
we’re friends once the game is 

over." he said 
Angie Seals said -44 teams in 

the United States have been 

organized Seven other countries 
also have rugby teams 

The only obstacle keeping the 

game front being an Olympic 
sport, Allen Seals said, is there 
is not an able-bodied sport that 

compares All other wheelchair 

sporls in the Olympic s compare 
with sports sin h as basketball 
and tennis 

Rugby athletes train year- 
round The competition season 

lasts from October to April 
"This is our life," Allen Seals 

said "We eat, sleep and breathe 
rugby." 

AI)\ ERT1SE IN (>RECi( )N DAILY EMERALD H.A^SIHKJKS 

We'll pay you 60% 

of the new, student price 
for books we need for 

spring term! 

Marc h <> -19 

M l 7:43-0, Sat 10-3 
Marc h 14-18 

M-Th 8:30-3:30, I ri 8:30-4 

And... 
You can win $20 Cash! 

it you're selling books 
rings, you'll win 

(Donated by 

where the alarm clock 
$20 Cash! 
Nebraska Books). 

t-'ree Candy! • Bast.computerized scanning. 

UNIVERSITY 
OK Q«tCON A PARTNER 

IN (OIU 

line \ i ion 

346-433 1 • M-Sat 13th & Kincaid 

STUDENTS FOR CHOICE PRESENTS 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 
BENEFIT CONCERT 

Featuring Folk Artists 
Virginia Cohen Heather Perkins 

March 8, 1994 
8pm Fir Room EMU 

Tickets available at the EMI I Main Desk 
Students $.1 • (ieneral Public $4 • Children 12 and under $1 

Co sponsored by City Copy • French Horn Cafe • Mother Kali 's Books 
• Sundance Natural Foods 

SPRING SREAK 
COUNTDOWN 

^on’t let the rain get you down... escape to 
the sun in Speedo swimwear now in stocki 

JV1( KENZIE 79 w- Broadway and 
Valley River Center OUTFITTERS 


