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EDITORIAL

MEChA’s message:
Intimidation works

Operating under a charge of “insensitivity.” the Inci-
dental Fee Committee decided last week to grant a 16
percent increase to the budget of MEChA, the Chi-
cano/Latino student union. It was the full amount of the
organization's request.

More than 40 MEChA members attended the March
3 meeting, when the IFC reconsidered the student union’s
1994-95 budget request. The IFC had already approved
the increased budget at a meeting on Feb. 18, but later
voted 5-1-1 to reconsider the budget, concerned that some
IFC members — particularly Kris Cornwell — felt “bul-
lied" and “intimidated” when they initially voted in
favor of MEChA's request.

Cornwoll was called “very insensitive’” by MEChA
member Andres Montoya when she questioned whether
the student union deserved a 16 percent increase, and
few, if any, of the other MEChA members present at the
meeting disagreed with Montoya's choice of words

Whether MEChA was entitled to a 16 percent increase

a matter for debate, but it is not the issue here. The
issue is whether it was appropriate for Cornwell, or any
[FC member, to be accused of insensitivity, merely for
questioning a budget increase.

The IFG began this year with a pledge to not raise inci-
dental fees. It will probably renege on that promise, but
in the meantime, any and all increases that are l)ropnsod
to the committee should be seriously questioned. For this
reason, it was not unreasonable for the IFC to vote to
reconsider the MEChA budget. It doesn’t matter how enti-
tled the MEChA supporters feel to additional funds. What
matters is whether the IFC members made a decision
based on logic and facts, or one based on intimidation
and charges of “insensitivity.”

It was not insensitive to raise qt;mslians about the
group's request. That is the [FC’s job.

It was also not insensitive for Cornwell to move to
reconsider the budget, nor was it insensitive for four of
the other IFC members to support her motion. If a deci-
sion was made hastily, it should be reconsidered. Deci-
siveness is a virtue, but it is not as important as making
the right decision.

The problem that surfaced in the wake of this con-
troversy is one that appears with disturbing regularity.
These careless charges of racism and insensitivity have
no place at an IFC meeting. They serve one purpose and
one purpose only: to intimidate. Calling someone a racist
is a character attack: it is not an argument to justify a bud-
get increase.

As far as MEChA is concerned, it all worked out for
the best. Upon reconsideration, the IFC reaffirmed its
original decision to grant the organization its full 16 per-
cent increase, although only three of the IFC's six mem-
bers in attendance voted in favor (two were opposed, and
one abstained).

The ultimate decision to grant the full request may,
unfortunately, send a message 1o other groups about
the use of intimidation and character attacks as bargaining
tactics. In essence, the message is this: Such measures
may not be subtle, but they are effective.

..., Lmerald

1154 EUGENE OREGON #7400

The Orepon Dady Emerald is published ¢

year and Tuesday and iing the s ot by ihe 3 Daily Emeraig
Hubaist ( Al e e sty Jone ey

The Emevakd opeates Ooponde! ! the Uiniversity with OfCes af Sute KX i the
Ert Maenorusl Unson g & a member of the Associated Hrass

Tha Fmaraid s povale property The pwtiul TemOow et papeds 13 s Ltalie

y W
Editor-in-Chiel Jase Hoig

Managing Editor Miery Ance s Sports Editor
Editorial Editor v 10 Editorial Editor
Graphics Editor ot P asinny Photo Editor e
Froolance Editor het! Winters Supplements Editor Kay Hot

Night Editor: Dave Chartonned
Associate Editors | dwivt Studen! Government Actvities Hebecta Merritt
Commundy. Jubie Swonsen, Hoher £ oucaton/ Administralion
News Stall: Mandy Baucum, Erc Buckhane:. Wilson Chan, Dave Charbonneau, Ar
ohumba, Jim Davis, Meg Dedoiph, Amy Devenport. Cara Echevarna Mala Felds Mant
Faher Sarah Menderson Heathede Himes, Yo Leng Leong, Manus Meland, Trsta Noe
Eusatwth Roanstierna, Hobtse Roeves, Lia Salccon, Scoft Simonson, Stephane Sisson
Susanne Steffens. Jule Swonsen, Mcheln Thompson-Aguar, Kevin Tripp, Amy Van Tuyl
Darved West

K ioptorste

General Manager: Judy Hed
Advertising Director: Max Walter Production Manager: Mohee Hoss

iy Monday through Friday durnng the school

Advertising: Bran Davis, Subir Dutta, Nicole Herzmark, Teresa isabello, Joff Maric

Jeramy Mason Mchael Mitlette, Hachaol Trull, Keisey Wekeol

Classified: flacky Merchant, Manager Victor Mo, Sim Tre Teck

Distribution: Andy Harvey, John Long, Graham Simpson

Business: Kathy Carbone Supenvsor Judy (

Production: Dee McCobb. Procuction Coorginator. Shawna Abele, Greg Desmond. Tara

saudiney. Brad Joss, Stacy Miched, Jenniter Floland, Natt Thangwt Tyt Yoo

Newsroom J46-5511 Display Advertising 346-3712

Business Office Jag-5512 Classified Advertising 3484340
g iy e ad 1y, M )

- AT N e nl S

You KEEP YOUR
NANDS To YOURSELF,
SENATOR PACKWOOD!
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LETTERS
Massacre

The slaughter of innocent civil-
ians during prayer, unarmed and
unaware, feeling secure as they
are in the service of God, comes
as o complete shock. This is not
the work of one lunatic as the
media 15 trying to present; there
were actually several soldiers
involved

If there 1s any claun to justice,
then let it be seen now. When a
state 1s involved in covert oper
altions it is not rl'};-Nth'J as ter
rorism, but when an oppressed
victim stands in the face of a
tyrant he and his kind are immae
diately branded as fanatics, fun
damentalists and terrorists. I
fighting against injustice takes
this forms, then it s an honorable
duty

It is easier to condemn prople
like Saddam Hussein who com
mit atrocities against their own
people, but it s harder to accept
that he — like many other tyrants
in the Muslim and third-world
countries — is sustained and kept
in power by Western govern
ments, who are preaching democ-
racy on one hand and being dis-
( lllll‘ugl-d on the other hand (like
in Algenia's democratic elections
an Islamic party won),

It is the duty of all humans to
fight against injustice and to
teach intolerance and be able to
coexist with all people of the
world In the nearly 14 centurnies
of Islamic history Muslims have
coexisted peacefully with all peo-
ple. esped wlly the Jews who were
being persecuted in Christian
lands and fleeing to Mushim
L.l[li!\ .‘\ll‘ ONCe h:l\ ©OWe W I}‘!'(i
out people because of their reh
gion or race, rather we have been
the victims of genocide from the
Spanish inquisition to present
day Bosnia and Palestine to name

a few. Today our reward for tol-
erance is intolerance

Nawab Chakaar

Director

Muslim Student Association

Save the seats

I'd like to take some Lime Lo

omment on the editorial by

Steve Mims (ODE, Feb. 28] con
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cerning the student seating at bas-
ketball games. | think Mims 1s
exactly right

Coach Jerry Green inherited an
ailing basketball program, a fix-
er-upper. He took limited
resources, and he did the best he
could with them. And what has
he done? He's got a team with
some talent, a team that is win-
ning some games, and a team that
is playing top-10 teams very well
He's got a team that students are
excited about and actually want
to go out and watch, not to men-
tion stand the entire time and
scream their heads off like fans
are supposed to do. Green asked
for support, and he got it

What | don't understand is
where the athletic department
gets off telling student that they
have to sit down so paying cus-
tomers can see. Paying cus:
tomers’ Hey, Brooks, each one of
the students is paying $1,000 to
$3.000 a term (plu.\ an addition-
al $2 a game) to stand up and
scream at Mac Court. We are the
paying customers, and we will
do what we want! Why can’t we
have the so-called “paying cus-
tomers’ escorted out of their seats
for not standing up and showing
support for the team?

1 personally think Brooks just
doesn’t want the basketball team
to be more successful than the
foothall team. 1 can see it on his
bored face during the basketball
games and | can just tell he's
thinking, “"How could I get this
many people at the football
games?" It's called excitement,
Rich. People are getting sick of
your third-and-10 draw plays
Keep up the good work, Jerry
\\'n"ll i !lt'v'l for slll.lI

Ryan P. Kahn
English

Call Brooks

Our fine basketball team, lead

by coach Jerry Green, fought the
ninth-ranked University of Ari-
zona to the wire in a great game
Unfortunately, a large portion of
students were removed from
their seats in the student section
to the top balcony of McArthur
Cournt
Their removal resulted, after
paying $2. because they stood,
they stomped and they cheered
for their Duck basketball team
The reason for their removal, as
Athletic Director Rich Brooks
stood by and smiled, was to sat-
isfy the demands of season tick-
et holders. Imagine the embar-
rassment of being forced to be
moved from your fnends by secu-
rity guards because season tick
et holders are too tired to get off
their lazy asses for a team they
\.I.I|I|,Juﬂ
The ASUO and Incidental Fee
Committee must take action as
the athletic department intends
to use this solution for our sea-
son-ending games against USC
and UCLA. While no one asked
my opinion, I'm giving it anyway
First, squeeze the athletic depart-
ment's account with the IFC and
take the athletic t‘lup.lrtlln'nt to
court for breach of contract with
the ASUQ. Second, the ASUQ
should provide leadoership by
working to find an equitable solu
tion to the dilemma facing Brooks
since he has proven himself inca-
pable of handling the situation in
a fair manner. Third, the ASUQO
and IFC must maintain the stu-
dent sections in their upcoming
budget hearings and negotiations
Finally, an apology from Brooks
to all of the students who were
removed from their seats
I urge all those students who
were removed from their seats to
let yvour ASUO leaders hear your
displeasure. And what the hell,
why not call Brooks and let him
know, too
Phil J. Donovan
Student
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