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EDITORIAL

3 Davidian’s question
o more than murder

Four alcohol, tobacco and firearm agents were killed
Feb. 28, 1993. The people responsible for their deaths
were charged with manslaughter rather than murder,
and some were acquitted.

When 80 federal agents convened on the Branch
Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, in an effort to
apprehend their leader David Koresh, the outcome was
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j_' disaster. It was a disaster for the federal agencies
i involved, and it was a dis-
¥ aster for the Branch David-

jans. The recent outcome Justice seems to

of the jury trial compli-

ments the observation that have been

the entire operation was a m‘uﬂ
disaster.

U.S. Attorney General, and buried in the
Janet Reno, said, “It is clear aftermath of the
that the jury recognized by disaster.
its verdict that the killing
of the four ATF agents
were not justified. The finding that these deaths were not
justified makes clear that the government had a respon-
sibility to act. The shooting of law enforcement officers
doing their duty can never be tolerated... I think justice
has been had.”

The shooting of law enforcement officers doing their
job is being tolerated. The ATF agents were carrying out

their actions and doing so whether they wanted to or not OPINION

it was their job. The crimes that were on trial were not

the proceedings of the federal agents because they act- @ ¢
ed within their means. The crimes that were on trial IF‘ L lee em aII they aSK for
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were murder
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ot the compound told the Davidians, more or less, that ey, Everyone states that their i Some of you may very well be
action would be taken. When action was taken the group is more deserving of the - saying something like, “Yeah
g Davidians responded. But, did they respond to action funds because of some sort of - Robbie, [ totally agree. Everyone
0 taken upon them or was the action taken in response to birthright. Not mAnY ge! all the B should get everything they ask l
v the ATF agents? Who shot first? money that they are looking for for. But how would vou justify
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i said before the trial and d”ri“H the trial that ”"-’}' would student groups at the Univers: that currently occupies that room hefty amount of money.”
'\: Pm"'id“ ovidence 5"”“"“‘8 the first shots were fired b\‘ ty going without all the money became quite huffy at the notion Granted, that is a valid con
03 the Davidians. The evidence was never shown, Either it they would have liked. Funny Everyone will probably admit cern, but remember, this is the '
': was presumed, by the prosecution, that it wasn't needed enough, I think I've seen many of it isn’t quite right for groups to  University of Oregon. This is a ‘
o once the trial began, or it was simply a bluff that never these groups mone in the past two  have to operate out of rooms that  place where the USSA went sev-
.,’ worked. months of budget requests than tend to be as small as a jail cell vral hundred dollars over budget
y Justice seems to have been compromised and buried in -sl; the lll[h:-; months of the year Iu;: I!ulll I I:mm t::n ;:Tilu]i:-;kmm-l Iilllll:h I:hum-ilnlll If your ;]m!]mm- :
- 4 - ) pesir y combined edpe abou! incarceration nll happened to be several hun-
: :‘ in the aftermath of the disaster. This case in parlicular It's also upsetting to see groups So, part two would involve a dred hiﬂl{ ks more than you hap-
e sends a h“altl message In.lhn pf!(lplﬂ callgd on to serve and sharing cramped rooms in the  renovation and expansion of the  pened to have, wouldn’t you
N protect. The message 1s sayln thal_ simply doing your EMU, and that growing groups  current EMU. This would involve  want the same courtesy extend-
i duty can become the irrational desire promoted by the are unable to get more space expanding the EMU approxi-  ed to you? I thought so
:1_- highest offices in the country and can be carried out with when they need 1t mately four city blocks The newlfound size of the EMU
& equal importance. So, | came up with an idea I know, many of you think I would require some sort of |
° Friends of one juror, who knew he was on the jury, Actually, it's got two parts must be joking at this point. Quite  renaming for the building. The J
N were already asking after the trial, “What'd you let those First, we raise the incidental  the contrary. If everyone wanted  EMU would be more than a
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. i am kidding? Of course not 1f we lounge or two, lots of comfy fur- Erbtown' After all, with the
%A gave every student group what ~ niture, el ), the University has  number of people that would )
they were asking for in terms of the responsibility to give it to occupy an enlarged EMU, it }
funding, the University would them would certainly have a bigger
mera have to knock off a couple of Four blocks would do the trick population than other nearby
Oregon Daily local bank branches to come up This would involve a minor towns, such as Springfield or
-3 with the cash. With my propos- adjustment to the physical lay- Junction City
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_— g —_ predictably, at least one group
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