
TIME FOR A CLAMPDOWN? 
A censorship crusade blames the media for society’s ills 

They’re 
talking about a revolution: an explosion ot electronic pathways that will 

jrivc \ou access to the media, computer, communication and entertainment 

industries at the flick of a remote But how c an the information superhighway 
he a marketplace of ideas if it's littered with the speed humps of prior restraint' 

In recent years', both government "Hu ia.lv, .mil *,on- 

eerneil citt/cns have waged an -ill mil »ai against 

what the\ consider uhiecttonahle entertainment In 

1111no hn w.1 rnintrs. guidelines and ratings system.. 

lhe\ have dcelarcd that hte mutates art Insti id ot 

seeing entertainment .is .1 reflection ot society. thee 
see it ,|s .1 had 111 Alienee. .1 1 anse rather than .111 etteet 

Ironically, the targets ot those who would censor 

IIH hide some ot the most successful and profitable 
entertamers/lorms of entertainment in their respcc 
tie e fields 
• I’hc nation's most listened to shock jock, 1 loveard 

Stern, has heen condemned and fined more than 

s| million In the l edeial < ommtinn atoms 

( ommission. 
• IIk critical!) acclaimed V} PD Blue was 

tunned bv approximatclv 411. niostlv south 

cm, MH affiliates for being being too viu 

lent, vulgar and sexually explicit 
• Si mgs t>\ rappei* Sin>op I)«>gg. ! >• 

he (,ut»e. nullin' Hillers, have I'cell iunneil 
In popular adi<> station ■ k I’M l\ m I 1 

\ngeles and M HI S in New \ ork for lyrics 
adviK aline 1 U'Icih 1 or expressing hatred of 

women 
• ( ham stun \\ al Mart lumn I \ir\ana 

alhuin In t ten due to its “distasteful eoxer 

• Vole* .’.inn makel \i 1 I a 1 111 ha keen 
ehastisled lor the violent themes in its lust 

selling game Mortal kotnlut I he Sega ver 

sum ol the came, whnh emplovs digitized 
hh 11 id and elehrates victors In ripping oft 
the opponent's head, outsells Nintendo s 

iiuue lame version of the came .’ to I Sega 
now emplms a warning svsieni similar to 

that used ti i! mi n ics 

though these measures might seem 

extreme, some sav the entertainment indtistrv 
is expanding the Imundanes of acccptabhtv loi 

profit and must he aicountahlc lor its prod 
nets 

Mtliongh I am wan of am form ol govern 

ment censorship, there must he self censorship 
within the entertainment indtistrv. says Josh 
I eltman. a tumor at Harv ard l and president 
of I hi l\i \fn\tr.f, the school's liberal inaga 

(me 1 he mdustrv is taking the lead by pre- 
senting more and more violent and shocking 
forms of entertainment in ortlei to present 
something new and to continually outdo 1«>th 

themselves and their competitors 
ttihers insist these boundaries are not 

extended bv the mdustrv. but by socictv itself 
"Shows like Beit.ts ,iiul Butt ht.nl are more 

reflections on socictv than they are products of 

corporate moguls trying to till their wallets, 
argues \datn Shapiro, a pinior at N ale and 

managing editor of (.»unterpoiut magazine 
"kids todav simplify the world down to things 
that suck and are cool 

I ike mam Shapiro thinks thislatest nr aile tar ■'< is 

the svmpi*nils of rn kless ail* I \ it>lent Ik has w>r rnnt«- ».i 
«>f examining their .msc 

During flu fall, H< / nnj /luff h ■ ■ tjiute hterallv 
.urn- umler tin when a I m.iful of > hu lren arountl 

the eountr\ coinmittctl arson after supposetih imitat 

mt! the pan \rnl a similar int uit nt o<.turretl vtheti the 

lilm //•, l*t vijrn u.i rele.eaai late !.rt wmi In om 

m lit, mat ho football pla\eis lie *lnun »*n a hiis\ 

highu a\ as tars rush tn them \itrf an IS \ear «>hi 
u .is killed 111 nine king tin si iu Disnev pulled it 

|.» u hat decree should entertainment he helii 

responsible for tin n; turns «> f it tieut It e\'*rv 

siene is eut that could pos.ihh offend «»r he dangei 
oush mutated, college staples 11Ui /1'< Simf-r:> or In 

Bv Brian Salsbers, The Cornell Daily Snn, Cornell L’. I 

The contro»or*ial (top to bottom): Snoop Dotty &>« Howard Storn. ImWi titd Butt head. 

Mortal Kombat and lc*T hay. moro than juat your paronti up In arm* 

I jirriv 1 I'/or \\«Milt! mu luw been eatc.d 
It's nut is it pies iiiiis attempts at-; censorship .uni 

in.inil.iti >r\ wartimes-haw rcditi e<l violetm oj often 

sI\ I'tU'Ss 11 U1 IS I gl.UH 11.1 It> llu just shoWs I (Him 

tu t i>t telex.ml parallels 
In tin I ‘> s' lift uitu ism hum the internment 

niil.Miin iniiM iA.itiu's, tin major inutmn picture 
; n iji\<i>ipcti the II.Us ( »‘!i list of (It *S 

.uni .inn t v *»t .»ppr«>prlate movie uiiit nt, it l iter 

evolved into tin latme svstem u Im h miuins m plan 
tt >da\ 

| ) .tii'. tin !MS(k. I e,lei it k Wottham published 
/ /•< Seduction / the hmon fit which blamed cornu 

1 m >i > k is put of tin reason tor \mmi.i s i'mvvinr 

ilelnupu iu \ W »i tlu in’s 1 h h >k. whu h Lumet I a mom: 

otht thmi's, th.it tlu rel.ititmship between ILitman 
and Robin nut>ura^ed homosexual tendein ies. letl t»» 

tlu neation ot tlu ( imm ( otlt s \nthofits. vthn h 
ciisi »t etl t omit I »< m >k et intent 

\n«l since tlu advent of roek an*.I roll, inusii uns 

have been criticized in much the same vva\ tb.it .mists 

like I is ( reu. ( imis \ Ro* < s ami In i m lodav 
\s si m ill ,i s [IK k milMc ^ I""II in im 

I'l'IK. ii w .is lomlriiimil In psy In ill igists 

.11 lit the tin'lli.1 tin ii.mi.ntmg tin iiiii»I' "i 

\mern.i wiling I ail. parents .mil mites 

wateheil hnrritictl .is the likes "I Inn 
Morrison .mil Miik l.ieerr iorrupti <1 ilii 

in hi is nf I 111- /.</ Si ills S with t Ilf It 

sexually spin it tl.iiui- imm iiu nis .mil 
smum Iv i h s 

\s technologi continues t• > Im mm more 

interactive, iln war will innimui' in In 
w ,n;iil \ ultn n .uni's, m l.nt. '"in I * * I" 

the I.nisi iiinttsUil umnm I Inn tilth 
kills ili.il it's i >k I" In mill nt. muali mu' 

human hti- .mil death, mil expiating then 

worth null iIn numhci "t {mints a plant 
.III I .11 k ll|l U I if MV \vl. Ill'll 11 

( ihit.uli Si.lit l 

\iionlmg i" D.iviil I tunning. a psvilml 
oi;\ professor .ii ( ornell 1 there snmi' 

ililuif whether these i n h lining u a 11 y 
jili.inn'll tnrins "t entertainment coulil 
altcct im! uiilv .iiiiuiilf hui ,n m.il hfh.iviiii 
Hut the tin Is nt l\ violence. it h ast in 
thi'tin an less ili'h.it.11• If. he sa\s 

I hiTf has ahsiiluti'li l«t n ihamatii mi 

ilcm f hi the lain ii an it \, i'stahlishmg a link 
In-tween tclmisnm violence ami hehavioi, 
I luiininff iplams 

I lu histnri "t iensorship continues tn 

Im writti-n. ami in light nt all this apparent 
iiu ilia inspire il v u inusness, the mtorni.i 
tuui superlllghw.il s future is uncertain 

I Inw much tun can a ro.ultrip he it n s 

planned In your gramlparcnts- 
I he suppiiseil efleets lit eiitertainitii'iil 

have ime ut two explanations,' savs \ ale's 

Shapiro "I other tin puhlu is merh 
intpressionahle, nr thev are overly willing 
tn use s ii>le-lit anil ohsi ene programming as 

a scapegoat Whichever explanation you 
accept, censorship is dearly not the solu 
lion II woulil he hitter to educate the |ko 
pie anil create a society of hi tter tree 

thinkers." U 


