
Shattering The Myth 
At 

Iowa State l it a virgin walks 
umler a certain tower, a brick is 

supposed to tall on her heart 
I lower er, tew it am such ai intents 
have been repotted to the campus 

hospital. 
\t the 1 nt W isconsin, senior I ru l air 

says, I here's a statue ot Mitaham I mcoln 
on Bascoin llill It a virgin walks in trout ot 

< 

the statue, \lre will rise up out ot his chan 
"()t course," he adds, "I haven t seen him 

walking around 
\lmost crerv college has its own stories, 

its own collection ot strange anil hi/arre 
campus nnths. liter begin as rumor and, t 

as ther are passed down to incoming lasses I 

(full ot gullihie freshmen), graduallr | 
her oine part ot the sr hool's lustorr 

\ccorrling to Jan Brunrand. a professor 
ot f nglish and folklore at the l ot l tali, 
am group of people which gets together m 

one place ends up developing legends 
Brunrand began tracking urban legends j 
three decades ago to illustrate to his stu 

dents that oral culture is altre and well tn 

the information age "Main ot inr students 

thought folklore was something trout the 

past," he sars “I wanted to show them that 
ther knew ti ilk h ire, too 

Virgin mrtlis are just one r men ot leg 
ends (Miptilat among students 

Sarah I rails, a sophomore at Bullet l 

heard a storr ahout a fraiermtr house it her 
sihool that was abandoned In its tneinhers 
W rears ago I his is a true storr,’ I r.ms 

sars “liter were mote like a cult than a 

fraternity l iter did a lot ot weird stuff 
rituals and mar be Satan worship I hen 
ther sexually assaulted then house mi it I ic t 

and she ended up pregnant 
Vtordmg to the storr, the tratcimtr was 

banished from i.nupus lot HMI rears, mak 

mg them eligible t«» return next ve.ir 

Bui lirunvand doesn’t think Butler l has too iihu Ii 
to worn .iIhiui I 1 c savs .iin sum th.it Ik gins. I hie is 

.1 true storx,” prnhablv isn’t 
ii.ive y*iu heard the one about the ItfistH k oil the 

inirroi Neil ( • r .1111. .1 sophomore it Iowa St.rti, sits 

.1 Irieinl of .1 friend" told him this one 

\ student, returning to her dorm room, finds tin 
door .11.11 Nothing seems out ol order, ext cpt that the 
eloset door is slightlv open \tr.11d to look inside the 

eloset, the student leaves ipmklv foi the lihrarv 
Several hours later slit returns to find |w»hc« and an 

ainliuljnee outside her building In her room, slit 
finds the mutilated IkhIv of her roommate and a nit's 

sage written in lipstick on the mirror saving, "'loti 
should have looked 111 the closet 

Wording to I fails (Kiel, who teaches folklore at 

the l of Iowa. I ht most jiopular legends are those 
that tell of liorritving or extraordinary circumstances 

l’eoplc are alwavs tilteresteil in the strange or the Imr 
rible." 

( )ster savs these kinds of horror stories max serve a 

puqiose tor Initli the teller and the audience “I rout a 

psv chologic.il view thev bring out peoples deepest 
tears," he savs “I-xpressing them out loud takes the 

etlge oft the fear 

Medical students Mini to Ik- prime targets fur mor 

I ml si* tiles. \t t otdmg It tile, lit ts It ill tiled It a I si in lei its 

slide the .mil id! id .1 cadaxcr, pul it in .1 l.uket slcexr 
with .1 1loll.11 lull sewn between the index hilgel and 
the thumb, then extended tile arm with the motley 
attached to a toll taker on the I ohm Bridge When 
the man took lilt iiionex. legend has 11 the whole arm 

tell into the IhhiiIi Ilium and saxs the ioIIImniiIi store 

tan he 11 at ed as t.u hat k as the 19 10s 
Students also |k |K tuale myths ndated to aeademu s 

\sk 11)x group ot students how long \ou liaxe to xxait 

toi apiotessor to show up lor elaxs ami x011 I) probably 
eet a xarietx ot answers I think it s |() minutes." s.ixs 

lunioi let! Burke It s in some Ixxik ot something 
Junior Jeannie \oung heard iliffeientlx "I or a pro 

lessor. I thought it was Is minutes," sht saxs “lot a 

teacher’s assistant. I think it’s 10. i he professor gets 
more time lietause he might lie busier Brunxand 
sax s there is no sui h w amng limit 

1 It also saxs he’s nexer heard ot a school that actual 
lx implemented the infamous “suicide rule Hut don’t 
trx telling that to Iowa sophomore \nnabelle (i.irtia. 
xx ho belies ex it wholeheartedly 

"It your roommate [commits suicide], you get a 4.0. 

(•arciaxays "I ho|H- my roommate dies tomorrow U 

By Tory Brecht, The Daily Iowan, U. of Iowa 

TALLAHASSEE. FLA. ! 1st Mil Get.ml Gee prole'.-.m 
iii publtt relations at Honda ASM said the phrase nig 
get mentality during a classroom discussion Hus tall 
tie won t be teaching there 

the administration ot Florida ASM a historically 
l)ia> K university has decided nut to renew hts contract 
for the ne«! aiademic year In part his comment had 
something to do with our decision, says F’rovost and 
Vice President Hu hard Hogg 

Gee who is white explains I told (the class] I was 

about to say something and use a term that is offensive 
to me and l suspect to [students), too I said A person 
who does not take advantage ol opportunities that are 

there or who doesn't make opportunities tor themselves 
and others, has a kind ot mggei mentality the soit 
ot thinking that can keep one on the back ot the bus 
torever 

In a letter to the administration seven ot Gees stu 

dents said his remarks were detrimental to his tela 

tionship with many students in our class ■ Sharia 
Head. The Famuan, Florida AAM 

FLAGSTAFF. ARIZ White male professors at 
Northern Arizona U are crying toul because the untver 

sity gave raises to minority and female faculty only 
Last May. a university study found that 75 female 

faculty and ?08 male faculty qualified for raises Ot the 
75 temale candidates all 11 minorities and 58 ot the 
white faculty members received raises Of the 208 male 

candidates, only the 16 minorities received raises 
The raises ranged trom SI83 to $6 945 per year 
Nearly 150 ot the white male faculty are pressing a 

complaint with the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission 

We did it to protect the rights ot the attested facul- 
ty." says Bob Poirier a political science professor who 
tiled the complaint The group is considering tiling a 
lawsuit against NAU tor civil rights violations 

Interim NAIJ President Patsy Heed says that former 
President Eugene Hughes gave the raises to correct 

long standing pay differences between white male (ac- 
uity and temale and minority (acuity 

I he university lias not tound any ot the actions to be 
unlawful Reed says She notes however that the fac 
ulty senate is conducting an investigation to be report 
ed in April ■ Lukas Velush. The Lumber/ack. Northern 
Arizona U 

TUSCALOOSA. ALA. For most ot last football season, 
the matching band at the U ot Alabama earned (lags 
with crosses on them as part ot a halttime show cele 

brating the Old South But late in November they 
returned Irom Thanksgiving break to tind that the 
crosses had been removed 

Apparently some students had complained about the 
crosses, and several alumni had suggested that the 

use ot the (lags seemed to suggest an endorsement lor 
a particular religious taith in the show says Don 
Crump assistant vice president tor academic affairs 

We tell that we might have been oflensive to some 

people, says Band Director Kathryn Mann Since 
we re there to entertain, we decided to remove them 
Our intent is not to preach a message 

Stephanie Aldrich a senior and captain of the band s 

color guard, says band members tell the decision was 

kind ot ridiculous I think this is kind ot taker: to an 

extreme ■ Sean Kelley. The Crimson White U ot 
Alabama 


