
Holding class in 
the rain forest 

Student'- .uni professor", leseari Junj: 
in ihi iropnal ram forests must rare 

.it'.HUM lime. \s larpe pottions ot tin 
worlds rain forests disappear, tile 

plains lh.it might provide tteattnents 

lot sin li diseases as am el and \II)S 

go u itii them 
l ndet t he 'super a ision ot ethno 

liotatiist Paul < in, ISrigham Young l 
students dm iiinent tile plants used In 
sham.ins (loeal healers) and the 
shamans views ot medietne I hen the 
students analwe the plants to deter 
miin it thi s an ptodiu e phatmat eutl 

als 
\ plant lolleeted m Samoa, used In 

shamans to neat vellnw lever, was dts 
111 11 .1 to In .1 til leamst 1 11 \ We 

don't Lmm uh.it the imtett) jot I In- [>l.int| is mi. s<i 11 m.i\ 

imi nuke ii .is .1 incdtsiiu, Inn at least it's .in interesting 
lc.nI. ( i\ s.ll s 

It'll sennit \lesandra I’.ml reieius reseauh iredit lm 

trips uhlih List liiinmi tuo mils .mil three illutiths in 

I I.iiii, where she studies him indigenous |K-oplc use plants 

BYU students research median** around the world 
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Id make textiles,|*rcscrvc firml .uni, 
must mi |idi l .in 11 lrr.it iliscascs 
I’.ml. like the rest nt < n\ s stuilcnts, 
learncil IiitmIi’s native lancuattr 
In ti it ir.n eltni: 

I Hi ram forest is in iiurciiihlc 
CKtXTlClll C. I‘.llll sals I lOUlC alias 

with tin feeling that I’m .ihlc in 

hrnlgc tin c.i[ 1 between cultures anil 
transmit intnriiutiiin that otherwise 
rniUht !«■ lost 

(ir.ulua11 stii.lcnt Will Mi 
< latches. who lines hi's research mi 

the South Pacific isl.mil ut Rntum.m, 
is concerncit about the knoxxlctlgc 
lli.il will l«' lusi line Id Ik iss logging 
m arcm such is 1 i|i 

III s.ns the Ku't tuna if healers, 
main lit u In mi are college eihnaleil, 
are earetul almut preserving the fur 
cst 

"Wen m it ilea I mg « ii h a hunch • it 

ilumttlies," In sa\s I hese cuss are 

ft .* 11 \ sin.iri Net he worries .lUuu nnhttcfcruc 
"li is important in iliHiimcnl how the people .m using 

jthe plants) simph lieeausc the \otinger geneialions then 
tuulil iare less .ilxnit using the plants the ».i\ ailulis tin. In 
mu "It's .1 knuwleilge ilul's iapiilK disapjKaring ■ Jason 
Koektelil, l he Red Hid et, I ot (.eorgia 

Kinder, gentler student loans 
Students (ruin Ills jnipiiM-s could sate billions of dol 

l.us and loads ol pajierwork next t.ill through (he 1 iilc t.il 
Direct Student I cun Program. Hie program was enacted 
m lute a\ part ot President (.Union's deficit-reduction 
pat kage. 

Proponents sac the new direct lending program will 
eliminate the fees the government pays banks to handle 
loans and will lower interest rates. ( urrently, students pat 
as much as h percent of their loans in lees, iMirrowers at 

schools testing the program next fall will pax 4 percent 
I his will bring college within the financial reach ol more 

families.” sacs Sell Paul Simon, H III., chief sponsor and 
architect of the program. 

When financial aid award letters go out. borrowers in 

the program will notice fee savings and simpler paper 

A new route to AIDS education 
Bell Kadis S.ivs a bike t ide c hanged his life 
I nr eight wicks last summer, he and I'l fellow rnlcis pel 

aled at least "(I miles a dat across the cotinfrt. raising 
■ nonet and educating people alioul MI'S tin Bike \id a 

student li.ised (irgam/ation now in its lUthteat 

\long their route from San I ram ism to the steps of the 
I me ol n Memorial in \\ ash in gt mi. I > ( k alls' group often 

he lped out in soup kitchens. \II Is hospices and semen c Hi 

/ens homes 'll was a lugger shock and educational expert 
cnee than mt cx|HTicncc in the Peace ( orps,’ s.ns kadis a 

graduate student at the l of Oregon 
Dike \id isn’i the emit group to combine exiling with 

\l I >S ediicalii m \ group called PI ( \sl S (Pro|ec t to I ml 
tin ( trip of \11 IS on Stude nts in the l tilted States) uses a 

fi.’tHI nule buttle |otirnet to tight the spread of ill's and 
olhet sexuallt transmitted diseases PI ( \S( s members 
took off m Sepiemlwi. and lit the tittle tin t complete then 
tide m \pril, thet will hate sponsored interactive programs 
.iIhuiI \II)S and othet sexual issues at 4' campuses, reach 
mg al*out MI.IHKI students. 

■( )ur biggest asset is that we’re voting and we re not den 
tins in white coats,” sacs ( harles Bales, a P'S1' graduate ol 

Duke l who co founded the group with fixe recent gr.ulu 
ate s "\\ e re receptive to [students]; thet re our (iccrs 

work, according to Simon 

Instead of having to df.il with inulillcmen, students will 
deal direct I \ with their schools Ihe\ will .ils<> Ik- able to 

repay their loans at a schedule based on their income, 

which will give more graduates the freedom to talc low 

paung |obs such as teaching or sjk i.iI work, Simon sais 

t )f course, not cvcrvbodv is happ) with the Clinton 
admmstration s new program 

"Thor agenda is not to help students go to school but to 

increase their control," sa\s Mill Spadca, chairman of the 

(.ollcgc Republicans, 
Mm proponents sav the plan will saic aUmt S-M hilhon 

of taxpayers' dolljrs through fiscal In fiscal year 
I'WI, the federal government issued 6.1 million student 
loans tor $1N hilhon, with defaults totaling lullion. 
Sutton expects the lowered interest rates to help reduce 
the staggering number of defaulters ■ Michael Dizon, 
Daily Ulini, l of Illinois 
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tacit year Ilk* Aid cycbsti pedal a 3 600 mate tony rout* from coast to coast 

I hi more information on 1 1 l ■ \*sl S. an inalcpcniicnt 
pruifc't ut III \l 111 W \IC.11. vsritf 40 halt'cttooil 1 .me, 

Hroitxv 111 c, \\ 10'OS; or call (800) "'>> S.’'*!, PIN 
2 CORK# 

Bike \nl ’04 takes nit tia>tti trout toe locations this sum 

mci I or more information on Bike \nl. sjionsorcil In the 
Overseas Development Network, write IB \ alencta 
Street, Ste $.10, San Francisco, ( \ 0410$, or i.il! (41') 
4$l 44S0, or lav tll'i 4$l s«)s $ a Vnne Bergman, Daily 
t rojan, l of Southern ( alifaimia 

More Short Takes 

THAT'S A FANTASTIC OMELET 
AMIS. IOWA A student dispute at Iowa 
State U got a little out ot hand when 

lumor Thomas Scannel was charged with 

trying to poison one of his roommates 
Scannel lived in an apartment with 

three other ISU students who became 
suspicious after tasting something odd in 

one of the roommates' salsa and eggs 
Police aren't sure, but they think a 

cleaning fluid such as Formula 409 was 

sprayed on the food Analysis of the food 
is pending, and if the concentration of the 

compounds is found to be enough to 
cause serious m|ury or death further 
charges may be filed 

shorter takes and updates: 
NEAT-0 TORPEDO: The stockpile of 
weapons U of Texas freshman David 
Larsen was charged with storing in his 
dorm room a semiautomatic rifle and 
240 rounds of ammunition The 
Chronicle of Higher Education reported 
Larsen told police he thought the 
weapons "were neat" 

TASTY: Smoked locusts, chocolate 
chirpies and fried tomato worms, which 
made up the menu of the First Annual 

Wyoming Insect Cook-Ofl Sponsored by 
U of Wyoming entomology professor 
Jim Wangberg. the shindig was held 

along with a lecture on the nutritional 
benefits ot eating insects 

FIRED: Professor of leisure studies 
George R Harker, from his cushy job at 
Western Illinois U Harker. who taught 
"Concepts of Leisure,” was tired for 
allegedly passing on faculty meetings and 
not giving his students exams 

USED: Schoolgirls' underpants which 
police in Chiba, Japan, say three men 

were selling through vending machines 
for S30 We reported vending machines 
which sold art and beer [U Magazine, 
November 1993] and. at the time, those 
were the weirdest things available 

FAKE: Nearly $17,000 in airline tickets 
50-year-old Owen Weston allegedly sold 
international Syracuse U students The 
students, who planned to travel home to 
India tor winter break, paid $1,195 for the 
tickets, but when they tried to pick them 
up. they were told the reservations had 
been canceled 

NOMMKIED: U of Houston doctoral stu- 
dent Fabian Vaksman. by himself, for the 
Pulitzer Prize Vaksman, a researcher, 
penned the poem "RRacist,* in which a 
student researcher murders state univer- 
sity professors [U Magazine. December 
1993]. He hopes to be recognized with a 
Pulitzer for a series of newspaper opinion 
columns he wrote. 
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