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only giyen to recuperating birds 
to test their hunting skills as 

they recover 
Shimmed hopes to ultimately 

turn her property on l ux Hollow 
Road into a combined care facil- 
ity and nature center, where 

injured birds can lie healed and 
the public, can come to visit the 
resident raptors in natural set 

tings 
"M\ goal is to have an oppor- 

tunity to give Lane County rose 

dents the chance to see these 

magnific ent animals lose- up and 

apprec uite them, and give the 
ones I'm keeping really cpiaiity 
housing, she- said 

Hut c hanging 100 acres into un 

ediu ation.il and rehabilitation 
enter takes not only time hut 

money Shutimel said the facili- 
ty yvill proUihly osl several thou 
sand dollars and take nearly five 
years to t omplute 

Sliiminel hopes to raise most 

of the money through c orporate 
oiitriliutions and grants as well 

as indh iduals yy ho might yyant 

to sponsor spec die habitats or 

enc Insures 
I yy mi Id like to make this a 

real community effort yvitli 
sc bool kids si tting up blinds or 

planting hummingbird gardens, 
she said 1 yy.in! to giye visitors 
a rc-ally firsthand c hance to see- 

the herds 
Community effort has already 

helped the e elite! a group of 

Cagle St outs helped hllild some 

ages and have volunteered to 

help build trails 
Shimmel also relies on volun- 

teers to help her yvith her yvork 
I have six or seven animal 

c are volunteers some people 
yy lio just volunteer to transport 
animals, the vets are all volun- 
tc-eis and there are lust some |m-o 
pie yy ho are on c all she* said 

Sometimes ysiieu volunteers 
call, they have the le.iily bizarre 
idea that they II be yvalking 
around yyith haysk on then list 
all clay. and they don't kncn\ 

they'll I"- scrubbing cages Slum 
mel said 

Her volunteer information 

pac ket provides a healthy dose of 
reality tor people yy ho envision 

hobnobbing yyith owls on a dai- 

ly basis 
Most of the volunteer work is 

c leaning leaning rodent cages. 

ANTHONt. V * OHNf T T 

Louise Shlmmel holds Tomahawk, a red tailed hawk permanently at 

the center 

( loaning bird < ages, ( loaning 
counters. ( loaning dishes or 

( loaning floors She asks for at 

loast one fonr-hour shift each 
\M-ok and prefers people with 
some rehabilitation or animal 
are eyperiolu e 

Sim e Shiinmel begun rehabil- 
itating raptors in 10H7. she has 
worked with nearh birds 
more than half of which wen- 

owls Most of the birds were 

found outside of the f.ugene 
Springfield area 

Most ol the injured birds Slum 
mill sees eollldi-d with a vehii le 
like a ar or truck Other birds, 

partuularh smaller owls and 

sharp-shinned hawks, which 
weigh less than a half-[round, fly 
into w indows 

Somw raptors f*s<;ap<» \vindow s 

and trm ks and manage to reach 
adulthood without falling out of 
their nests only to be shot, caught 
m Imps or poisoned 

Once these birds are rehabili- 
tated. 45 percent, on average, sin 

cessfullv return to the wild The 

remaining birds either die from 
their injuries are euthanized or 

are plai etl in other educational 
facilities 

Anything that would prohib- 
it release could result in euthana- 
sia." Shimmel said, birds with 
serious leg injuries aren't even 

a candidate for captivity, she 
said, because those birds are 

unable to stand 
Shimmel said release ratios vary 

greatly from species to spei 10s 

Ospreys an1 really hart! to net 
to oat in captivity." she said, "and 
there's a low release rate on 

rows ns with javs or robins 
To ensuro a good chance for 

release, she limits the injured 
birds' contact with humans, troth 

physical and visual The birds 
recover in covered c ages so they 
c an t see the people who fees! and 
care for them 

Furthermore, birds that are 

recovering are never used for 

public display. 
In the case of baby birds that 

have fallen from their nests, the 
edm ationnl birds are often used 
as surrogate parents to feed the 

voung, said Jean Besson, anoth- 
er wildlife rehabilitate who 
works with Shimmel 

These even-tempered educa- 
tional birds not oi.lv help with 
younger birds, but make appear- 
ances at schools and in front of 
other groups 

Burwell and Sedgewick arc- 

two of the centers eight resident 
owls, and both are human 

imprints, meaning then were 

raised hv humans early in their 
life and do not identify with their 
own species 

Ovv Is are generally indepen- 
dent hut territorial, which is no 

problem in the vs 11 ci However, 
instead of protecting their terri- 

tory from other owls, imprinted 
ow ls protect their territory from 
humans. 

Since Burwc-ll lives iu a cage, 
this is usually not a problem, 
although she hoots loudly at vis- 

itors. 
But Sedgewic k. a screec h owl 

that could fit neat Is into a coffee 
c an. has the run of the house. 

His idea of a normal life is to 
have me as a mate and defend his 

territory,'' Shimmel said 
A loose owl presents some 

problems, she said She often has 
to confine Sedgewic k jvhen vis 

ilors come because he has a ten- 

deni v to attack them 
"He’s not housetrained; 

there re feathers every where and 
chick ports. Hut it's his only wav 

of soc inlizing and he can't help 
it if he's sc rewed up." Shimmel 
said 

But chick parts and shed feath- 
ers aside, Shimmel finds work 

ing with raptors fulfilling 
"Having a bird in the hand is a 

personal form of meditation." 
Shimmel said 
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Sen Piter Sorenson told University faculty Tuesday that tax reform 

may be necessary to save higher education. 
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Allied Arts faculty meeting to 

learn what inemt>ers are doing 
in their anadenm work, and to 
become a better, more knowl- 
edgeable advocate 

Also a member of the Sen- 
ate's Committee for Trans- 

portation. Sorenson spoke of 
the connection between trans- 

portation and education. He 
said programs such us Lane 

County's mass-transit systems 
could he improved upon 
through research and develop- 
ment conducted at the univer- 

sity level. 
Sorenson also spoke of the 

connection between all levels 

of education. Education in all 
areas of discipline, from 

kindergarten to post graduate, 
is important, ho said, "and 
should not he hoard from as 

several voices, but as one har- 
monious voice.” 

Sorenson noted a decline in 
resident participation in high- 
er education. 

"It is my goal and responsi- 
bility to convince people that 
money spent on education is 

money well spent." he said "I 
don't want to see educational 
opportunities taken away, 1 
want to see them extended." 

The public's view of the ini- 
tiative, such as Measure 5, has 
tieen distorted from its original 
concept, he said. 
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