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Value of alternative films stressed at festival 
By Ben Moebtus 

New York filmmaker (lather- 
int' Saafield spoke about the 

importance of alternative media 
,her own experieni e with 

producing videos on Saturday 
afternoon .is port of the Univer- 
sity s sin ond annual Queer Film 
Festival 

Saafield said that when peo- 
ple make their own media pro 
dilutions, thev learn more and 
are able to keep control of their 
own image She said the main- 

stream media have tailed to 
effectively cover guv lesbian 
and bisexual issues 

Saafield urged the small audi- 
ence to get involved in public 
access television and find other 
ways to create their own videos 

"Video is one of the most 
accessible media forms." 
Saafield said 

In addition, Saafield dis- 
cussed wavs to generate fund- 

ing, produce and distribute 
videos using illustrations from 
her own 10-year background in 
filmmaking 

Saufield started in video pro- 
duction while working for a 

large, low-budget collective 
based in New York City called 

the Paper Tiger The collective 
produced a weekly show (ha! 
focused on ways to look a! the 
information industry 

The name. Paper Tiger, was 

taken from a quote In Mao 1 se 

Tung that compared t apilnlism 
to a large, angry looking tiger, 
which when seen up close, can 

he easily torn apart 
Saafield also talked about the 

problems she fa< ed in New York 
( at\ while working for AC T I' 
a radii al AIDS awareness group 
Si ante funding and an initial 
lai k o! experience coupled with 
the fact that people in the orga 
nization were dying of AIDS, 
made things hard 

"Every tape we made was 

dedicated to someone who 
died, she said 

Saafield also spoke about 
many practical problems with 
filming sut h as protecting 
equipment from damage She 
related an experiem e of having 
New York Cats police throw her 
video camera m the snow 

"When you pick up the cam- 

era and see water pouring out of 
it. you know it's all over,” she 
said. "You can get insurance, 
but no insurance covers the 

police." 
Saafield recommended film- 

“We have had a 

good turn out, and 
people’s reactions 
have been 
positiveMartin 
said. “Everything 
has gone well.” 

Debby Martin 
Queer Film Festival organiser 

mg with a partner who can 

watch out lor potent nil danger 
She said those experiem es were 

very important to her 

"It's bet auso of those earlv 

experiences that the ollei live 

opproai h to filming stui k with 
im1,'' she said 

Most of the work Saafield Inis 
done as a s ideo activist, writer, 
direi tor and produi er tins been 
with other people 

Saafield is urrenth assix tale 

producer of HIl Weekly, a fits 
four-hour series about HI\ and 
AIDS targeted for HIV oininu 

nities She said it was a change 
from most of her proje* ts 

"What 1 am doing now. nitwit 
far from mainstream, is the most 

mainstream thing I've done vet. 

Troupe performs parody of ‘Dracula’ 
By Anne Moser-Kornteld 
f or The Or&Qori [)wiy km&fStkJ 

1 he New Vit Theatre of Loudon performed its 

torsion of Dnu iiln fob in .it the Silva Comer! 

Hill! m the Mult ( enter 

['he show titled Dnn ulu and subtitled Him •> 

)'t >ur Blood (.'mint, was a parody of Brain StiK ker's 
novel first published m 1H<I.’ Drat uln literally 
meiins Son of the I leva! 

1 ho \ umpire legend is utmost as am sent as the 
mountains of iransylvania The Now Vic theatre 
of London brought an onorgotn prodiu lion tliut 
takes place in the I'itfi century "Oxford Lowers 

The Knglish omeitv troupe has a w ay of either 
vv inning over the newly converted or leav mg the 
uninitiated with the sense that they have missed 
out on the joke t heir humor is filled with sexual 
innuendo, puns and satire 

The iast. consisting of John Chancer. Meg 
Dm km and Mu k \ ()'! Inn on g hue, took the story 
ut Drm ula and altered it over so slightly to create 

an interpretation that was highly innovative 

(f'Donough110 portrayed Kenfield and Dr \ an 

Helsm Kenfield 1 salesman, competes with 

Jonathan Marker. plaved bv Harnahv Shepherd. to 

sail Drai ula a pritile strip of real estate in Tondon 

O’Donnughue formed (he New Vn Iheatre with 
Michael Rogodanov m 1‘IHO Since then, they have 

gone on to phiv to audietu as m Europe and the 
I lilted States 

Audience participation was a mandators ele- 
ment to the show The audietu e could walk all 
over tfie stage, bus gingerbread rosses to ward off 
the evils of the un dead Kadis when the ookies 
were needed lor prolet lion most audietu e mem- 

bers bad eaten their rosses) and garlii was passed 
out at intermission Men of Gorin was sung in our 

efforts to destroy (fount Dractilo and bis oven of 

vampires 

Dracuia's present e was magnanimous He was 

unable to get a girlfriend from Eugene, as Renfield 
was Renfield found himself making plans with an 

audietu e member following the plas Drai.tila did 
have the ability to convey all the fear and horror 
onls a self-respecting vampire t onbi have projet t- 
ed 

I he Unit (footer brings Sew Vit rheatre family 
oriented shows to the Ifngene Springfield area on 

a regular basis 

>l»t* s.ml 

Saafiuld is .ilsu marking on a 

feat lire length narrative that 

explores interracial relation 
ships in lesbian communities 

Saai.eld s dot umentarv c ailed 
Sacrrd l.ies. ( ii j/ Truth drew 
almost .too people when it was 

show n on the first dm of the fes- 
tival 

Sa.ifield said the entire film 
was made ill five weeks 

And 1 did not sleep during 
those five- weeks." she said 

Ihe film presented a close 
look at the c olltext of anti gav 
initiatives and religious funda- 
mentalism ac ross the c nuntrv 

I he presentation of some of 
the Queer f ilm festival w iliners 

Fridas night also drew about 
,100 [ample, as did a feature film 
shown Saturday c ailed Forbid 
c/en Love A presentation by 
Morvm Frsoz on the construe 
lion of lesbians in film focused 
on lesbian representation in the 
silent film era I he film festival 
ended Sunday evening with the 
remainder of the film festival's 
winners 

Dobbs Martin, svho helped 
organize the event, said the last 
night of videos espec tally [ire 
sented a large c ross section of 
different kinds of film 

IPG 
On campus Desktop 

Publishing 
and Darkroom 

Services 

Call 346-4381 
or come by Km. 300 EMI 

open 8:0010 5:00 
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Summer Japanese Study 
Intensive ;> wk program at Lrvm 
and Clark College in Portland. OK 
JuN 18 Aug 28 Earn 12 quarter 
hn Stmt> language tali lesrh) A 
culturr with Japanese students on 

theme Nature A the Environ 
ment Three da* wilderness pro 
gram included Prior language stw 

dy ne/ required 
Orrgoiv Japan Summer IVogram 
222 SVL Columbia. Suite 17 30 
Portland. OK 97201 
Trl (503) 223 7938 Fax 223 7946 

A Sharing of 

Spiritual Experiences 
Dreams as a Way to 

Understanding 
Come and sharr your 

experiences with dreams with 
other people who will listen 

Wednesday, February 16 

154 Straub Mall 730p*n 
Sponsored by Kekanlur of Eugene 

Phone 343 2567 
v___ 

Cabo San l uc as 

MEXICO 
$535* 

K 1 .nr from Portland 
S nights hotel 

Transfers & taxes 

'Price Subject to availability 
Call Sara or Sanni 

343 6818 

T8H W 6th Ave. 
f ugene. (>R 9 7401 
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ALL 

t you 
CAN 
EAT 

EVERY 
TUES! 
includes 

Garlic Bread 
11 30 am-10 pm 

PIZZ* 
ITALIAN KITCHEN 

2673 Willamette 484-0996 


