he Jerry Green era at Ore-
gon begins its first crucial
stretch  this  weekend

when the Ducks travel north to
face Washington and Washing:
ton State

As the Ducks drag their 2-8
record and eighth-place stand-
ing in the Pacific-10 Conference
with them this weekond, they
are desperately in need of some
wins. Oregon spent the first half
of the Pac-10 playving well
against some glmti teams, but
were only able to beat Washing:
ton and Oregon State, the only
two teams with the same
amount of wins as the Ducks

Oregon played well in stretch-
es during the first half of the sea
son against good teams, but was
never able to put together a con-
sistent 40 minutes. The Ducks
played well on the road against
national powers Arizona and
UCLA, but went quiet for a
stretch of the first hall and were
not able to overcome the deficit

Oregon also played compel
tively at USC and Arizona State,
but was not able to get wins. At
home, Oregon stayed close to
Washington State and California
before getting burned by super-
human efforts from Tony Harris
and Jason Kidd, respectively
The Ducks turned 180 degrees
against Stanford, falling behind
early before coming just short of
a comeback

I'he only tangible things the
Ducks gained from these games
were two wins and eight losses
For a program that has com
hined for five wins over the last
Two vears, viclories are a mou h
Plaving
ompetitively can only do so

needed  commodity

much before a team must have
something to show for the com
petitivensss: wins

If Oregon can’t scrap at least
three or four wins out ol the
final eight games, the 1993-94
season will once again go down
as a failure. This would be a
shame for a season that started

Green’s Ducks hit cntlcal point

Steve Mims

s0 bright with two wins in five
games. However, the current
five-game losing streak has
made those memornes distant

I'his week is crucial, because
it seems this Duck squad
becomes more and more frus
trated as the losses pile up
Internal and academic strifes
have begun to rip away at this
squad, as the suspensions of
Brion Smith and Zach Sellers in
recent weeks cost the Ducks
depth at point guard and
strength inside

Jon Mitchell struggled to
move the ball when given the
chance against Stanford, Califor
nia and Oregon State, and while
Smith hasn’t shown he can do
much better, | can’t help but
wonder if another option would
have helped the Ducks in those
losses. Also, if the 6-9, 230 Ib
Sellers was in the lineup last
Saturday, does QOSU's 6-foot-9,
192 |b. Jerohn Brown grab 18
rebounds?

I'he loss at OSL caused more
frustration, shown in the ges
tures two QOregon players aimed
at the Beaver fans. This could be
expected from Jeft Potter or
Orlando  Williams, players
who've had to suffer through the
numerous losses the past two
vears, but so far all tangible
signs of frustration have come
from first-year players

Another thing to stant thinking
about is the future of this pro
pram. If the Ducks don’t get a
couple of wins to boost thaeir
confidence this season, will it
hurt their confidence entering
into next year?” Remember, the

WSU suspends point
guard for the weekend

PULLMA Wash. [AP)
Washington State fresthiman pt
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Ducks add only freshman Mike
Carson and sophomore Jamal
Lawrence to the lineup current
Iy intact. Thus, any momentum
Oregon can gain this year could
carry over into next year

Green desperately needs a
good season next year to keap
interest in the program, because
with eight scholarships avail
able in 1995, the Ducks will
once again be in the process ol
ingraining most of the team into
1 new system, a scenario that
rarely results in wins. Sound
familiar?

With a road trip to the Bay
Area and visits to Mac Court
coming from UCLA and Ari
zona, this weekend presents the
Ducks with two of their better
chances to gain victories. Thurs
day’s opponent Washington, is
i last ;!lm ¢ in the conference
and beatable, despite its current
hot streak, while Washington
State is beat up and will be
without suspended point guard
Donminic Ellison and possibly
injured forward Mark Hondrick

SO0

Last yvear when Green inhorit
wd the program and its players
wins were not expected and
thus the season was not consid
ered as much ol a disappoint
ment. However, with a lively
cast of six newcomers this vear
a little more hope was put on
the program, hope that was
fueled by a 2-3 conference start
Oregon's challenge the rest of
the vear is to renew that hope
with something more than close
games. The Ducks must start
putting to use some ol the
lessons they have learned from
the close games they 've been in
ind become the team that makes
1 late run or hits the game—win
ning shot Whatever it takes
Clregon  must begin 1o win

immediately

Steve \fl ms s the \'_:---.'h Editor
iaf .'I‘I ! -1!":-|||l

Ducks, Huskies looking
for third conference win

By Dave Charbonnuu

‘i\l LA y LMW AN

No, Nirvana, Mudhoney
and Soundgarden won't be
playving. but Oregon’s game
tonight against Washington
could get just as grungy when
the two last-place teams in
the Pacific-10 Conference
meet in Seattle

Oregon (2-8 in the Pac-10,
6-13 overall) will be trying to
end a five-game losing streak
and a 28-game road losing
stroak in the Pac-10 The
Ducks are coming off theu
toughest defeat of the season
Saturday in Corvallis when
they lost to Oregon State, 101
91, in double overtimae

Although  Washington's
record (2-9, 4-16) 18 worse
than Oregon’s, the Huskies
have shown signs of lite
the past couple weeks

I'wo weeks ago, Washing
ton broke a nmine-game losing
streak with a wan over Ani
zona in Seattle, 74-69. The
following week, the Huskies
gave UCLA a scare, losing 79
76, and then defeated USC on
its home court 50-49 on Sat
urday

Washington's performance
against UCLA prompted Hru
in coach Jim Harrick to give
r!u- |||.--\L|t--.

‘Washington has learned
how to score,”” he said. " They
have renewed wenthustasm

SO prajse

and are plaving well now
hey gave us all we wanted
and beat LISC - that's a good
win. They have three seniors,
and Bender's got them play
ing well nght now.”
First-vear coach Bob Ben
der said he 1s pleased with
his team's improvemaent
We've expertenced a hittle
over the past
l(}lllll" ol woeeks he sand

more Succoess

When you're having a sea-
son like this one, sometimes
your players have a tendency
to write the season off. This
toam hasn't done that. They
come to practice every day
and work hard to improve.”™

Oregon head coach Jerry
Green  said  he's  equally
impressed with the job Ben
der’'s done with his team
After all, Green went through
the same thing last year

‘Washington 15 much
improved,”” Green said, “Bob
Bender is doing a great job,
I'hey 've gotten their strategy
down as far as what they
want to do. They are control-
ling the tempo, taking good
shots and making you work
hard offensively to get a good
shot

For the Ducks .'_unui shots
have been hard to come by, or
it least making shots has
been. The Ducks have failed
to shoot more than 40 percent
for five straight games, and
their season percentage is
barely above 40 percent

Orlando Williams scored
0 points on Saturday and is

urrently sixth in the confer
wnee tn scoring with a 17.2
IVerage Forward Joft Pottur is
the only other Duck averaging

double figures, with 11.2 0
Marme

[he Huskies are lod by cen
ter Maurice Woods, who s
averaging 11.5 points a gamu
and five rebounds. Guard
Amir Rashad is also averaging
just more than 11 a game and
leads the team i rebounds
with 7.1 a game

Oregon will face W ashing
ton State Saturday in Pull
man

The Ducks’ next home
game will be next Thursday
against Anzona Slate

ythm
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