Summer Japanese Study

Intensive 5 wh program at Lewis
and Clark College in Portland, OR
July 18-Aug 28 Earn 12 quarter
hrs. Study language (ail levels) &
culture with Japanese students on
theme “Nature & the Environ
ment.” Three-day wildemess pro
gram included. Prior language stu
dy nol required

Oregon/Japan Summer Program
222 SW Columbia, Suite 1750
Portland, OR 97201

Tel (503) 2237938 Fax 223 7946
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Education receives
grant from Japan

By Julie Swensen

re00n Dedy Emorakt

The Oregon State System of
Higher Education has been
awarded a $498,000 grant to
improve and increase elemen-
tary and secondary Japanese lan-
guage and culture instruction in
the state

I'he Sasakawa Foundation of
lokyo f.q[r.m donated the
award, which will support a
three-year plan to focus on three
areas: improving teaching meth
ods through networking and
professional development,
preparing curriculum materials
for Japanese language and cul
ture programs throughout Ore-
gon, and developing statewide
prufu iency standards in the lan-
Ruage

“This major award will enable
a new partnership between
schools, community colleges,
and four-year institutions as
they come together to enhance
lapanese language instruction,”
said Shirley Clark, vice chancel-
lor for academic affairs for the
state system of higher education

The award comes after two
vears of work by o 26-member
planning group that was formed
to develop a strategy to enhance
Japanese language instruction in
the state. The group had many
objectives, including increasing
the number of Oregon students
who understand and speak
lapanese and preparing more
Oregon-licensed elementary and
secondary teachers of Japanese

Thomas Bartlett, chancellor of
the state system of higher educa-
tion, said the award will help
the state board achieve its ulti-
mate goal: to closely link ele-
mentary and se .(Ilidul’_\‘ ]llpilll.l:!w
education to postsecondary edu-
cation, a plan that will be a
model to other states

‘This is a pioneering
effort in Japanese
language, unique
among the states.’

Thomas Bartlett
Chancellor of the state sys
rtem of higher education

“This is a pioneering effort in
Japanese language., unique
among the states,” Bartlett said

Bartlett said he believed that
Oregon was awarded the grant
partly in recognition of the rapid
growth in ].‘)]mmum mstruction
at all levels of education in the
state. Oregon is surpassed only
by Hawaii in the number of stu-
dents studying Japanese, he
said

Norma Paulus, the state super-
intendent of public instruction,
said the award will assist the
state Board of Higher Education
in its reform plans that will
require high school graduates to
be proficient in a foreign lan-
guage

This year's seventh-grade stu-
dents, or the graduating class of
1999, will be the first to earn
certificates of mastery instead of
high school diplomas, which
students must prove compe-
tence in certain subjects to earn
I'he state’s colleges and univer-
sittes will enact proficiency-
based admission standards in
the fall of 1999

The award to Oregon is not
the first given by the private,
non-profit Sasakawa Founda-
tion. In 1991, the foundation
donated $1 million to the state
system of higher education to
establish a graduate fellowship
program aimed at the develop-
ment of future world leaders.
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FROM THE PAST: Jimmy
Buffett, with his Coral
Reefers, made Mac Court
e frst stop on his

nut Telegraph tour on
Apnl 16, 1981. Buffett enter-
tained the audience with
homespun favorites like

'‘Cheeseburger in Paradise’
and "Margaritaville.’
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“31 years of Quality Service”

Mercedes - BMW - Volkswagen
Audi « Datsun « Toyota

342-2912
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GERMAN
AUTO
SERVICE,
INC.

Eugene, Oregon, 97402
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