
OPINION 

Recognize the true meaning of love 

St SAWF Stf.ffkns 

So 
much has been written 

on love l>\ poets, play- 
wrights. novelists, philoso- 

phers and s< ienlists, but what 
exactly is love7 

We live in d world where 
there is much love, but also 
much confusion concerning its 

meaning. The dictionary tells us 

that love is .1 feeling of deep 
regard, fondness and devotion 
But what does that tell us? One 
could quote hundreds of state- 

ments about love, and they 
would ull be true as fur as they 
go, but none of them go far 
enough because they only pro- 
vide the skeleton. They miss the 
vital essence of the meaning of 
love, and this you can only dis- 
cover by studying the origins 
and developments of love as 

they are manifested in us as 

children, as adolescents and as 

adults. 

How many of us haven't been 
m love? Hut how many of us 

have been able to dost ribe just 
those feelings which go through 
us. the new image of the world 

outside which we suddenly per- 
ceive7 

A friend lo!d me once that v\e 

understand the meaning of love 
when we understand that it is 

the only thing in the world of 
which one cannot give am one 

too nun h True Love he< nines 

the existence for many princi- 
pal developer of one's c apacity 
for being human 

Sigmund Freud was .1 great 
believer of these words, and if 
we look at the world today, we 

can argue that love only lienefits 
ourselves, creating freedom and 
order Love has a firmness and 
disi iplme of its own for w ho h 
there can l>e no substitute 

So, why does love prevail in 
our society* Win is love he< um 

mg ii tragedy where people love 
so platonicallv and shorn of the 
flesh and emotions' Why are 50 

percent of today's marriages 
going into divorce, and unfaith- 
fulness becoming more common 

than colling your mom' It swims 

that a cultural evolution ts 

extending the biological evolu- 
tion, where individuals are 

developing their own egoism 
instead of personality We are 

about to create a world where 
love no longer has room, where 
we ani only occupied by feeding 
our own needs and ambitions. 
We have gained conquest over 

moterialistii goods and money, 

and hence lost the wisdom of 
real love and its liberty Today's 

‘This Valentine's 
should instead of a 

celebration be a 

recognition of what 
love really means.’ 

reaiitv has bet nine lov ing vv ith .1 

reason, and not with mind and 
heart, whu h has made the wortl 
love lose its power 

So. what should vve do with 
Valentine's Dav' Are there real- 

ly people out there who know 
that this dav thev are about to 

celebrate is lor real love only, 
the one tiling in the world of 
which one cannot give anyone 
too mm h 

This Valentine's we should, 
instead of a celebrating, try to 

recognize vvliut love really 
moans, and an understand its 

importance for our spot.ins 
The art of living by loving 

would make us happv and make 
our politicians realize and 

respect others' liberty Only 
then will we lie aide to go into a 

new stage of development and 

optimism, and celebrate this day 
of love As hate is the destroyer 
of life, love is its guardian, and 
with this in mind take love seri 

ously and know how to use it 
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