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In a rich y,lmv of red Light Tim
Miller, performance artist and
gay activist, began to remove his
clothes

Off went the black T-shirt, sus-
penders, jeans torn at both knees,
red socks and high-tops until
Miller stood stark naked in front
of 281 people at the University's
Robinson Theater Mondav night

REVIEW

In his widely acclaimed
criticized autobiographical per
formance, My Queer Bod)
Miller's bared body becomes a
pillar of strength. Miller coura
geously confronted the inditier-
ent  politicians, obnoxious
homophobics, the devastation ol
AIDS and the many others who
would prefer he shut up, cover
up and never say what he came
here to say

‘I am listening to places on my
body and speaking their tales
The places of hurt and the places
of pleasure,” Miller said. do
this as a way of knowing who |
am and to reclaim my flesh and
blood from those who would try
to control it."”

During the roughly 20-minute
nude sequence in his act, the pro
“activist slutty queer
delves into an
imaginary volcano displaying not
only his flesh but the fears, anger.
confusion and dreams of his gay

ana

claimed
point of light’
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After this vulnerable @xposure
imd confession, Miller climbs oft
the stage, walks bhravely into the
risle, and sits - nude m the lap
i a random member of the audi
once

Al onoe, Miller
intunacy with his

fCheves a rare
leWers L a
way that iay seeim sho king and
gmbarrassing 1o some bt
empowering and enlightening to
others

Using nudity not to create a
meaningless spectacle but to con
vey an important message, Miller
unashamedly and humanly nav-
igates his audience around his
body, a living map of gay expe
riences, hoping to lead people to
a deeper understanding and
acceptance of homosexuality

Miller begins his avant-garde
Ho-minute monologue with a cre
ative vision ‘Pl }i:‘\ oWl Conte I"J
tion, "one queer little spermlet
trving to fight the odds™ to the
ovuin against the Jesse Helinses
of the sperm population

Yet the birth canal is only the
first of many places Miller faced
discrimination

In 1990, Miller was unani
mously recommended for a Solo
Performer Fellowship from the
National Endowment for the Arts
only to be rejected by the then
NEA chief John Frohnmaver
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COURTESY POT0

Performance artist Tim Miller delighted his audlence at the
University’s Robinson Theater on Monday night. Miller was one of
the infamous NEA Four when his grant from the organization was
rescinded because of the homosexual content of his performances,
Miller and his co-plaintiffs eventually won a lawsult in the case.

because of the homosexual con
tent of his work

Miller became one of the
famous ""NEA Four”- four nation
al performance artists denied
grants-who launched a highly
publicized lawsuit against the gov
ernment agency. They eventually
won o settlement after a Los Ange
los federal district judge ruled that
the NEA's grant decision-making
process violated the First Amend
ment

Miller's personal triumph over
this censorship ONtrOVersy
hecomes translated into a victo

rv for anvone who desires the free

lom to speak their | ind about
themselves and their bodies. By
wmdidly using his body and voice
1 1 his P ! i hY%
|'_-||_|-v-.'.\ wotivate and inspire |
VIWETS
A cofiverted, energized pro

RIESSIVE audience does not exist
Miller told the Boston Globe in
1992. "Every person I know is
beaten down, stomped down, leal
ing despair, frustration, pain
Whether the “battle of the
hodv' entails slavery, enslave-
ment of women's bodies
sion of the “queer body” or laws
forbidding “‘certain kinds of sex
in 23 states,” Miller said this “ulti-
mately oppresses every single per

oppres
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Believing that there's an incred
ible panic and shame in the way
people are taught to feel about
their bodies, Miller's raw pertor
mance achieves a rare
that brings beauty, acceptance
power and even comedy into the
about the body

From his first kiss with a man
on the sands of Laguna Beach

the Big Bang . the triumph over
overy time when [ was chosen last
to his first sexual

openness

HSCourse

for football”

encounter on the same bed in
which he was conceived. from his
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hopelessness as he wat hes his
friends suffer and die from AIDS
to his angry protests against ex
California. Gov. Pete Wilson's veto
of the gay rights bill, Miller brings
his tales to his audience with star
tling directness

Even though much of his per
formance focuses on gay --\p--:'.
ences, Miller transcends
e in o language that
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Julia Manela, the performance
irts coordinator for the EMU Cul
tural Forum, was mainly respon
sihle for successfully convincing
I'im Miller to bring his work to the
Lniversity stage

I'm interested in bringing
liverse voices to Eugene, the
volces the OCA would like to
silence,” Manela said

Tim Miller gives expression,”
said theater arts department chair
man Grant McKernie, “to those of
us who are angry, disappointed
and hopeful, those of us who have
heard the cries of discrimination
who would put us down parti
ularly in this state and who would
silence us.”

But here in Eugene, Miller's
voice is neither censored nor
silent. And people are listening

wightiy 1130 SAT MAT 2:43
Abmrsom.w
I.D. WILL BE RE D!

i

P —

Discount Prices

if no answer call

1) ;
v 555 Blair Bivd

major brand professional products

turn right off of West 6th

9-4839

1 7”7 3 item
with 4 sodas

4 A " .
elvery of MRS area only

WEEKEND FEAST FOR FOUR i
*$1 095

! Fiiday, Saturday and Sunday

Ty P mesont 878600

Glacier,Bay Lodge SYMMER

PPark, Alaska
We will be visiting

FEBRUARY, 15th

qu.nlntu d .1p|1|u.um

For applications and information wee stsdent emipli

'

EMPLOYMENT

Glacier Bay National
University of Oregon on

Otte rlng, summer unplm ment for

el

SUNDAY, MARCH 13

13
\J

HULT CENTER

ANDRLAS

VOLLENWEID
& FRIENDS

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE HULT CENTER BOX @rrICt
R CHARG[-BY-F’H‘?H[ (503) 687-5000

3PM

Heart border

& 20 word Message

E ln.|mfr--

E S S ey o

Place vour :"'\\\'fﬂ \()“‘lll‘!ﬂ\ ad it R o EMU or &
i his our and drop e off!

Address: e
Phone:
Message: £

the UO Bookstore

Name: ; ! — e e

Confused
, Lonus

ol Lae 24

e

- 4
N
I
b
P
-
ey
€
v




