Students work on play,
will perform in French

By Catherine Hours

Work is alreadv under way for
the spring term production of La
play by the 181h cen
v French author Pierre Mar

vaux

'
hspute, a

I he romance ANRUBRES
departiment 1s sponsornng e
play, which will be performed
n French

Ihe cast was determined by
indition last week, but the stall
still needs backstage help, espe-
cially in highting and costumes

La Dispute is a one-act come
dv about the havoc wrought by
the excesses of teen-age love and
desire. Four performances will
be given at the end of spring
term, probably in May

The department has spon-
sored such events in the past,
but they were never this big and
involved

Next term, the preparation for
the play will be the subject of a
course titled “Gender and Sex-
uahity.”” Students can earn from
one to four credits ltl-il!'mhm‘_
on their degree ol participation

Instructor and director Tim
Schete said this solution was the
mast appropriate because the
preparation takes a lot of time
and energy. In April, partici-
pants will have to rehearse
every night, and the promise ol
credits reinforces their motiva
hon

Ihe course 1s structured not
only around the play itself but
around the theoretical question
of sexual identity

“Because this is a very hot
question these days, we're going
to talk about it a lot and read
some very contemporary articles
addressing the issue,” Scheie
said

The play is all about love and
sex, and focuses on an argument
over who is, by nature, more
inconstant - men or womsen

Scheie has previous theatrical
1'\]"'!'1!'11! L & !!'l'“-’ th" 1 !ll'-r'l"ll'.
of Wisconsin, where he pre
pared his Ph.D

It was part of the curriculum
ind there was a tradhtion that

pvery yvear students in French

iterature tOoK part tnoa play
Schewe sad | acted eral
vears, and | was assistan res

tor a4 couple ot years

Between 20 and 25 students
will participate in this adven
lure

Lise Nathan, assistant director
and graduate teaching fellow in
the French department, said that
it’s an excellent opportunity tor
American and French students
to meet, and to see the produ
tion of a play from the inside

“This will totally differ from
Nathan

traditional courses,”

said. ““This experience is going

to be enjovable, very funny and
very physical, too.”

Laurence Rico, who will play
one of the main parts, empha
sized the importance of the visu
il and sound dimensions acting
hrings to a play

Rico, also a French GTF, has a

passion for theater. She already
had the experience of acting in a
French play produced in Great

Britain, and she remembers hay
(Th ]! me o slags
Aching, as well a wchi
vrer really inon t ' K
1l In botl i5t VO are ol
stage. vou have to charm the
wdience. | also play a part 1
I lass. Life 1s thealer

sting

his 1s also intere
produce an Amencan adapta
tion of a French play.” Nathan
said. Indeed, the pi-l\. idaptation
will be transposed to the Unit
ed States in the 1950s

I'his decision originates from
several reasons. First, an 18th
century adaptation would have
n'l]iurl'(! t'\lwll'\l\l' costumes

“But ! didn't want to do that
anvway,' Scheie said. “"That's
museum theater.’

Moreover, there is little docu
mentation of the original pro
ductions from the 18th century
because a lot of it was destroved
in the 1870 fire of the Paris
Hotel de Ville (City Hall) Con
n-nrl.w:":]\ nobody even Knows
how this :_u'..n wias |\-':1“3'|I:F".1 (8]
what theater was like at that
lime

“A museum type of play
would be artificial,” Scheie said

Given the subject of La s
pute (a new version of the Adam
and Eve story). the action had to
take place in the context ol an
age of innocence, of a garden of
Eden

I'he 50°s represents to me a
certain age ol innocence
Scheie said. " Years when peo
["ll' were very ['I":ll:i‘\l.il : 1JI!NI
tive, a sort of "age d'or’ that we
have lost today, At that time
there were really strong sexual
rules, unlike the trouble waters
of today, when sexual identity is
not clear anymore. The idea was
so clear about what was sup
posed to be You couldn’t even
say the word "homosexualily

for example; it was a taboo

[his 15 a modern interpreta
o f play hose ther !
b 1 | LAN L & I.
-!.'.':
Yet, despite these Cl '
P 1 [y erl '
1
Besides the fa
part of a French literature class
iy English  translation 5
inlikely to be available, and

Marivaux's language is very dil
ficult to transiate
Scheie plans to use the origi
nal text
“The French is not that old; it
hasn't changed that much since
that time Scheie r-\ill. vined
Anvway, we'll make 1t expros
sive through the acting.”™
How many French language
plays are put in Oregon in the
vear? " Scheie said. “"Probably
not any
I'his is also an ennching cul
tural experience. It will bring
together the French-speaking
g""'IJl" of Eugene who will come

1o see the }‘! 1y
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This Week's
Luncheon Special

Phad Thai

Thai Style Noodle with N
Chicken, Peanuts, EQQs
and Vegetables
HOT and SPICYI

$4.75

CHINA BLUE
RESTAUANT

5
:
Try our dinners too! §

879 E. 13th * Upstairs Nest to UO Bookstore + 343-2832 E
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FROM THE PAST: Myles Brand and
his wife Margaret unpack books at
their new home, the McMorran
House, as the University ushered in a
new era in June 1989, saying goodbye
to outgoing President Paul

Olum and hello to incoming President
Brand. Brand's top priorities when he

States "

took office were concem for faculty
*salaries, developing relationships with
the Legislature, enhancing University
research and graduate instruction and
an interest in “providing the highest
quality undergraduate education
available in and throughout the United
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Dear Superfly,

| unintentionally invited two
Juys 10 the same place at the
same tme. You can imagine the
embarrassment when | kissed
one as the other walked in
Oops' The dilemma 1s | really
liked the one who found me hip
locked! Now what?

— Fatal Mistake

Dear Fatal Mistake,

Girl, you are burying yourself
in the sand, let me tell you!
You're looking for a fix-it, and it
is gonna be hard ‘cause you
screwed up bad! But Superfly
has your fix-it, and it goes like
this: go explain to the boy you
like that you weren't really kiss-
ing. but actually, believe it or not,
researching for one ol your
classes, and the research
entaled kissing to discover the
amount of saliva exchanged

Your beau will be so proud to
know such a scientist that all will
be forgiven

— Superfly

Dear Superfly,
| am a 23-year-old bisexual
male who has had some difficul
ty as of late in regard 10 my sex
ual relations. I'm in a bizarre love
tnangle with my housemales,
which involves one man and one
woman. These two Jdo not know
aboul each others involvement
with me, nor my true sexual on
entation
I'm having grea! ditficulty jug
gling the two, considering my
lovers are just two of the numer
ous mult personalities within
mysell. I'm worried about the ter
rible physical and psychological
repercussions that would ensue
if I'm ever caught by mysell
— In a tight spot
(half the time)

Dear IATSHTT,

So, wha! you're really trying to
say Is that you live alone? Is that
the point of this letter? Well, it
doesn't seem to us that you'd
have the opportunity of getting

102 Esslinger
Phone #6-4113

caught in action, unless one ol
vour other personalities comes
out, when it 15 not supposed o
We advise that you name these
personalites. In this way they
can trust you and er vice/ver
sa. In the end, you know they
will respect your privacy, like
one's selves should respect one
self

— Superfly

ALL DAY
TUESDAY
= ALL

~ YOU

CAN

EAT
EVERY
TUES!

ncludes
Garlic Bread
11:30 am-10 pm

$999
s

ITALIAN KITCHEN
2673 Willamette - 484-0996
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