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Improvement is everywhere for Oregon women

By Scott Simonson
Oragon Dady Emeeald

What a difference a year makes. What a
difference the coach makes

Last season, the Oregon women's bas
kethall team finished tied for last place in
the Pacific-10 Conference. One week from

the halfway point of this vear's onference

sedason, Oregon is 11-5 and Nied lor second
dace in the conference with a 5-2 record

vune now, the Duck nav waks
ind find out they re th ime team th
ompiled b 1539 record during the past
'.'|[|'-: conference seasons. Then agan O
gon may prove that its fast stan real

v dream and may end up 0 the hun

in NCAA tournament boerth at the close
the season
“1 think you pinch yoursell and say ho

fortunate vou are 1o have this opport
ty and to have a team that's playving as well
as we are night now,” said Jody Runge, Ore
gon's first-year head coach, after Oregon
beat Arizona State on Saturday

Oregon won only three conlerunce
games last year. This year's team won three
hefore the conference season was three
weeks old. Last year's squad won nine
games all season. This year's team won
nine by the time the season was halfway
through.

“The fact that we've beaten UW and the

fact that we've beaten Arizona and that
we're tied for second in the conference

the Pa
al us as someonoe to be co

R::I‘l};v said

obviously they 10) have to look

ntended with

“We're certainly capable of having a shot
it winning the conference | probably
shouldn’t say that, but 1 » e an pia
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n Thursday

Since 've been here, nobody has
respected us,” senior guard Missy Croshaw
said after Oregon beat Arizona hursday

When people think of Oregon basketball

thev don’t think of a great team or o real
 think it's time that

prople realize that we're a team that peo

successiul F'rll.'l'-ill

ple are going to have to deal with

It wasn't a year of great expectations for
the Ducks. The preseason media poll
placed Oregon as the conference’s eighth-
place team. Despite a nuw leus of talented
sSeNniors Croshaw, forward Debbie

Sporcich and center Sara Wilson — com-

plemented by a blend of youth and expe-
rience in supporting roles, nobody seemed
to be giving the Ducks much of a chance
What happened? The coach gives the
players credit. The players give the coat h
credit. Both may be right
Runge has acknowledged that she has a
group of players that are talented and hard-
working. In a conference loaded with
excellent post il]d\l'f‘- the tandem of
Sporcich and Wilson are as good as any
one. When the Ducks open up their inside
gume with consistent shooting from the
perimeter, they are a formidable team
offensively
I'his is nothing noew
vears, injuries have hampered Oregon’s
hances for success. Sporcich and Wilson
missed a combined eight games last sea-
son and sat out a combined 25 games dur-
ing the 1991-92 soason
Oregon has stayed healthy this vear. The
Ducks are also a vear older, s year better
and a year more experienced. Wilson and
Sporcich are on pace to set career highs
for points and rebounds averaged in a sea-
son. Croshaw and junior forward Jessica
Schutt also could set career bests in scor-
ing
The veterans have gotten help from two
newcomers, freshman point guard Cindie
Edamura and freshman forward Arianne

However, in |I.|k!

Bover. However, the most notable addi
tion to this vear’s team has been Runge

She has brought an emphasis on defense
to an offense-minded club. Oregon is hold
ing below 41 percent shooting from the
field. after allowing better than 45 percent
shooting last year. After giving up 76
points per game against Pac-10 opponents
last vear, Oregon is allowing 67 points per
Rame

So what's the most important difference
between this vear and last vear?

None of the above

The biggest change for this vear's
Ducks may be in attitude, Runge brings
an attention to detail and preparation, a
penchant for accepting blame instead of
making excuses and exudes plenty ol
confidence

“Everybody knows how much vour
mindset can do for vour game before you
even get out on the court; it depends on
how you think as a team and as individ-
uals,” Wilson said after the Arizona game
I think that's the number one thing that
has changed, our attitude.”

Croshaw credits Runge with the change
“She makes demands that we be focused
and that we come with her. Every little
thing is important to her and I think she’s
instilled that into us. She's a very focused
person,” Croshaw said.

Hockey gets its first win this year

By Mark McTyre
Fov the Oragon Dady Emecaid
Oregon hockey picked up its
first win of the season in impres
sive style last weekend by beat
ing the visiting ldaho Vandals 4
2 Saturday might, before tving
the rematch game 4-4 Sunday
The Ducks seemed to be a

changed team in these two
games. Their defense played
well, offense was relentless, and
the strongest attribute for the
Ducks was the play of their
goalies

In the first game. Oregon
goalie Richard Densmore was
literally unconscious between

“Bankruptcy, Knowing Your
Rights Under The Law”

Wed. Feb. 2, 7:.00pm Rm 129, at the Law School
Ron Walrow, Bankruptcy Attorney
will lecture and answer Questions

Call Angi Lee 345-5847 for delails

the pipes.

“1 haven't felt the same since
the opening minute,” said Dens-
more

Densmore received a concus-
sion when he was tripped up
and fell against the goal posts,
but he hung tough for the game
and only allowed two goals on
23 shots. In the second game,
I'om Bahls replaced Densmore
and allowed four goals on 32
shots

Because the goalies were play-
ing so well for the Ducks, the
offense decided that hat tricks
were in order

In the first game, Oregon for-
ward Brian Clendenin picked up
the pace for the Ducks after Ore-
gon's leading scorer Mark
Adams put one in the back of
the net early for a 1-0 lead. At

Turn to HOCK_EY_.Pa_g_e_Gi

Recruits ready to sign

Today marks the first day
college football teams can offi-
cially sign high school seniors
to letters of intent

Traditionally, this is one of
the most optimistic days of the
year for coaches and
recruiters, and this year seems
to be no different at Oregon.

Oregon head coach Rich
Brooks said after last season
that his biggest need in recruit-
ing was a mer and punter to
replace Tommy Thompson,
who filled each of those duties
for the Ducks during the last
two years. The Ducks have
apparently received verbal
commitments from a pair of
high school seniors who can
fill both positions

Matt Belden from Glendale

High School in Phoenix, Ariz.,
and Josh Bidwell from Dou-
glas High School will both
reportedly sign on with the
Ducks today and vie for the
kicking jobs.

In addition to Bidwell, the
other high-profile in-state
recruit Oregon is expected to
sign is Chad Normoyle. a 6-
foot-5, 250-pound offensive
lineman from West Linn.

Other top recruits who have
reportedly made verbal com-
mitments to Oregon include
running backs David Crump
of Stockton, Calif., and Kevin
Parker of Qakland, Calif., quar-
terback Jason Maas of Yuma,
Ariz., and wide receiver
Patrick Johnson of Redlands,
Calif.
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) “Mey Chris!" I'm tired of
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N Ean $50-8250 for yourselt plus up 10 Thanks for the Rave! Sorority i bt S ey MY g B B ors o Lary e s S Lomeerely
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BOIl Winter Activities '94 BY GARRY TRUDEAU

I_?_Qim eﬁsbury

Wed. 222 Golfing at 3:00 o i oIz
Pool Tourney, Poker Night 4&.‘%&: :Hx: % m: ﬁgf’( THATS A BUT THATS SHH! ITS
Thurs. 2/3 - Skiimg: Call for info ARKE! AER B3 6900 ﬁ;%
B-Ball game vs. Stanford el r*n:ﬁmﬁ e
Fri, 2/4 - BBQ starting at 5:00 U
Evening activity following TBA
Sat 255 - Brunch on us: Meet at 12:00

Meet the bros /College Hoops
B-Ball vs. Cal 3:00

Questions about Beta or Greek System?
Come to the house — 1009 Patterson
(across from the University Inn) or call Matt at 344-0214
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