OPINION

Roberts bows out but job well done

‘ Rossie REEVES

ollowing a tumultuous
three-year stint as governor
Gov. Barbara Roberts has

decided not to seek another term
in oflice
Roberts made the
Gov. Roberts made the decision

right choice

not to run, according to het
statement, because she 1s still
with the

1 because

emotionally tlen
death of her husband a
of health |,I||:f>:--|'i-\ with other

members ol her fanuiy

However, there may be other
reasons for her deciding not to

run, namely the threat of losing
the primary election in May John
Kitzhaber, retired Oregon Senate
pre wident, appears to be ahead in
the polls by a 2-10-1 margin. She
would have also faced a tough
general election  battle in
November

It's too bad that Roberts isn’t
running for governor again, But
her family and her remaining 11
months as governor must have
a higher priority than a ree Jection
campaign, and the governor muslt
be applauded for making the right
| '."H &)

Now that Roberts has decided

1 1O run again, every newspapel
E\ ":I"Z 1 Il:l.:l'
beginning to review the past three
ears ol her term
Many ire coming 10
that Roberts was a

ROVETNOL

sdppolntimnent 0f some son

e that she didn’t live p to the
--\in-l’:!;nr::-.-.!!i;- Onans

Roherts WS 101 i

fisappointment to Oregonlans

i
She was it'-u.’l.l.‘l!'. 15 successiul
1 any governor could have been
qven the circaimstances

After a tough four-candidate

19490, Roberts
won '.l'n-- sJection with a plurality
of the vote. About the same time
Roberts was declared the winner
of her race, Ballot Measure 5, the
now infamous property tax
limitation measure, won

A constitutionally mandated
tax limitation was something
protty new for Oregonians, and
Roberts, together with the state
Legislature, began to cut millions
of dollars from budgets that were
never expected to be slashed

With the added challenge of
growing enrollment in schools,
Roberts discovered that it was
necessary to do more work with
less money. This has become the
ind here in Oregon

race in Nt nher

law of the L
Roberts was merely the lirst
victim

Roberts had to work with an
often uncooperative legislature
When the l“‘l'_\‘.lln House of
Representatives had a Republican
majority in 1992-93, it became a
lot less pasy for the governor to
pass her programs. Interestingly
enough, the legislature was
probably more of a failure than
anvthing else, as it took a record
amount of time to complete its
session this past year and really
didn’t do that much

Roberts took her vision for
health care for all to the state and
after several vears of negotiation
ind research, croated the newly
implemented Oregon Health Plan
that would insure low-incom
Oregonians that previously had
no medical insurance

ln 1991, Roberts undertook o

relatively unprece dented step

hen she took several months to
wanted
ent. Her

esittion with Cregon, as it
was known. involved hundreds
of Oregonians giving their views

1o Roberts 1' .

sionary and an asset to the state

isk Oregonians whalt they

from their state governm

idea was |1i|i'-l‘

I'he governor was instrumenta
N campaigning 1992 1o
President Bill Clinton and agninst

Measure 9, an anli-gay rights

initiative. She even campaigned

r her Secretary of State Phil
k--;x’.::‘.;: though he was running
Roberts own

Mary  Wendy

against
stepdaughter
Roberts

But no matter what was going
on, whether good or bad, Roberts
kept trying. She continued to give
Oregon everything she had to give
even in the face of personal
hardships, such as the death of
her husband this past fall. But
these things never stopped
Roberts

It would have been nice to not
have had Measure 5, or lor
Roberts to have had a cooperative
legislature, or any number of
things, She could have then done
a lot more for the state. But the
truth is that this is a less than
ideal world, and evervone has to
make do with what they have
Roberts did

Roberts has pledged to serve
the rest of her term, which will

just that

gxpire when a new governor is
swaorn in next January. And one
must hope that Roberts continues
to be involved with government
in some way after her term ends
is she is a great asset to Oregon

But then who will Oregon elect
as their next governor? Will it be
Kitzhaber, whom nobody really
knows anything about yet? Or
will it be a Republican like Denny
Smith, stridently

conservative viewpoint cost him

W hl 5

his seat in Congress when he was
voted out in 19907 Or mayvbe
Craig Berkman, a relatively
imknown man whose claim to
fame was heading the Oregon
Republican Party. It seems like
iny of these choices would be a
letdown after having Roberts lor
IOuUr vears

One can only hope that

whoever is elected to be the

warnor ol llu-_;'un will have as

much courage, stamina and guts
15 Roberts did
Oregon deserves no less
Hobbie Hee I 5
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