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Who Makes The Grade?
continued from previous page

Democratie agenda™

President Adam Kresel
Founded: 1932

Membership: 800 chapters. They
estimate 80,000 members.
Funding: Fund-raising events, pn
vate mdmvidual donatons, and
$50-per-chapter annual dues

fter Lyndon Johnson bamished
the College Democrats from the
Democratie tlock in 19267 (tor
oppeosing the Vietnam War), the
CDs did very hule tor 20 vears
But they started reviving i the late
‘Bis, organizing o Al Giore's press
dential campaign. Although their peak
activity was in the 1992 clections, they
have stay ed busy since then
\ccording o figures collected from
\h.l])!t'r\. the ( I)‘-, as leaders of T}l(
Vote tor a (€ }l.lll!_'t' coahtions on col
|l'lL:l' i .II!I],H.F\{ S, IX _Lfl'\tl'll'l' aore lil.ill
SN IUN) ||(-1l|\i| to vote m 1992 They
claim 60,000 CDs worked aon 1992
local, state and natonal campaigns
And since the elecuon, according 1o
their hgures, they've generated more
than 20,000 phones calls and 3,500 let
wrs in \illlillll! of ( |Iﬂ|u[ll~ (NS ETATHIARIT
package and nanonal service mitanve
I'o be sure, sending i a “letter™ of
support isn't hke scratching out a
hearttelt missive to your senator
these letters are actually tear-ot Jrost
cards at the bottom of monthly legisla
tve bulletns with pre-printed mes
sages and signature blanks
But they took a more
approach in therr Washington conven

torcetul

tion in June 1993, when they lobbied
more than 100 i.u|1_1:1u~1--|1.|| mein
il\'l\ ]'Id."-h't'l\l \idam I\liINL'I. a 22
VECar old senor at 1oy ( -r”t'L‘l' in
Connectuicut, says they targeted sena
tors to move for a vote on the nanonal
service fl!” \\hllll WS 1|\Il‘|'.' Tl]iiillﬂ
tered by certan Republicans

Although the CDs" nattonal statl
attend meetungs twice a week with the
Democraue Nautonal Committee,
Kreisel savs they ger zero tunding trom
the DNC. (The DNC does provide
them with occasional lodging on trips
and helps them tund-raise )

I'his vear, thev're gearing up for
local and statewide celections and sup
sworting Clinton's health care pac kage
hhat you'll be doing if you join:

Working on local campaigns
Hosting speakers. Mailing pre-printed
letters from legislatnve bullenns o
members of Congress in support of
Clinton's health care plan

Grade: B+
and thev haven’t sat on their bures
sance Clinton was elected

For more mformation, call (202) 479
YINY. E-mail address

@ ompuserye
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United States Student
Association

Focus: “Civing students the
means to rt't'ci\ e hl_;_'ht'l" t’tlm';l
tnon” — Vice President Stephanie
\n-ll.mn

Founded: 1978

Membership: 350 campuses.
Funding: Ducs trom member
schools, which range trom $400
to S1,000 per year. Schools
belonging to USSA through
direct referenda must pay S0
cents per student per semester
['hey also take foundation grants
and individual donanons.

t's hike your student government
lllil IL'('( this !}u'\ .util.l“\ 111-
something. USSA s a student lob
bying group that claims to repre
sent 3.5 mullion students. Schools are
members through their student go
crnments or state student associations
Waorking with members and staft of
the House and Senare Appropriations
committees. they've lobbied on these
1S5LCS
* |ust Spring, 1o restore funding ton
state studdent mcentive grants, '-\|\nit
were in danger of losing 8724 nulhon
to help tund a job creanon nll
e unce the early '8SOs, tor direct lend.
ing, a policy mn whi h the government
admunisters student loans, Direct lend
g p.un-.i Congress last July, and
UISSKA FEPresentanves are the only
vinces tor students on the regulatnons
comnuttee tor direct lending
o last spring and summer, tor
Chnron's nauonal commumity service
imitiative.  Lhey speaitically pushed tor
AN option to serve part-ume, OpTons
for students with disabihinies and tor
health care and chald care provisions
for participants
® for the past three years, tor the
Violence Against Women Act, which
Contams an .||nl'|1l|!'|!l'ﬂ‘ on ll]lllll'\
safety. (They've organized natnonwide
phone banks to support the measure.)
I'hey're also pushing tor the bipart
san Jetfords Amendment, w hich would
imcrease the percentage of the federal
budger spent on education (now at 2
percent) by | percent every yvear untl
it reaches 10 percent of the tederal
budget. To keep members abreast of
natonal legislanon, USSA provides a
legislative hothine at (202) 347-7273
So when 1t comes to assues hke ted
eral financial ard tor students, USSA
represents its members precty well
But, since they're supported by student
fees, they've been enncized tor taking
tor instance,
they advocate access to abortion (they
support  the Freedom of € howce Act)
and they have condemned the ROTC's
scholarship ban against gay students.
Some schools are “referenda

sides on divisive 1ssues

schoals,” at which students must vote
tor their schools to o, Bur student
governments at lowa Stare U and
James Madison UL in Virginia, which
are not referenda schools, have voted
to withdraw membership in USSA
}"(! AUNC l'l Ihl'l] COntron ('l'\l,il stances

“Any organization that [lowa State|
1o grotnge to be a member of should not
be taking a stand on things like abor
non,” savs Denis Klemn, governing stu
dent hody |I|:\‘\Iiil.1lt at lowa State
“Those 1ssues are very rerse nal, and 1o
come out and sayv that lowa State sup
peirts cither side would be a mustake ™

President Techivuka Cormels, a 25
vear-old graduate of the UL ot Butfalo
in New York, savs that these issues are
not USSA's main tocus. And, he notes,
“Within every organizanon vou never
have 100 percent agreement on 100
percent of the items 5

Although USSA makes an active
effort to represent women, gavs and
]r\l'l.llh. .III\* g 1 I.|| -ilhl ethme minon
tes, they were cnncized tor holdimg
closed caucuses tor these groups at past
natonal conventions

\u = |'1’t'\|\i(l1l \l('ilh.mi(' \IL'“-”!" A
25 yvear-old graduate of Fastern
VMichigan U, detends the closed cau
cuses, saving, “Students wrote this |l'_L'
slaton within USSA and voted o put
it our constitution [to allow closed

ALK il'\l"\! "

What you'll be doing if your school
joins USSA: Unless vou're in student
government, you'll just be paving st
dent tee moneyv. But _um'H be repre
sented on ( ..I.i\lfll[ Hll

Grade: B L SSA 15 2 Im\.\l.'rllll VOLCe
for student aid funding 1in Washington,
and thev're a !.:Hmi mtormation
resource tor student governments. But
they lose pomnts for supporting divisive
wssues with student tees

For more mformaton, call (202) 34
USSA. E-mandl address: ussa@cec ory

David Rbemgold, 1The Michigan
Daily, U of Michigan, contributed to this

e :i'l.-u T

United We Stand America
Focus: “Deficit reduction and
campaign tinance reform”
Nauonal Collegiate Director Lee
Pepper

Founded: January 1993
Membership: 140 campus chapters,
87 of which are university-recog-
nized. UWSA won't disclose the
number of student members or
national members, but national
membership is generally estimat-
ed at 2 million.

Funding: College chapters must
fund themselves, as UWSA
requires no member dues from
cu]llcgt: chapters. L_'ntil
September 1993, founder and
Chairman Ross Perot funded

LWSAY Operatng costs, but
since thcn, ullwr".ltmg costs have

been funded by $15 member
dues. Perot pays some advertis-
INg COSLS.

1'.:\’\ L l".‘('” i -3“{"1 “Rll'\‘l i’t'rl)"\

new army” by Newsweek and

“Perotland™ by Trme, but mem

bers of United We Stand
Amenica say the only campagn they'r
running is for the countny

“IPerot] does attord us a lot of
recogminon,” says Nanonal Collegate
I)lll'l'['ll I co i’t'll;‘(", | .,‘4 Veatr |'|tl
_Lfl.llll.l.lll.' of the UL of Tennessee. " But
Ross Peror s just one aspect of our
organization.”

\lthough members nsist that
UWSA 1s not a third party, thev're
OrEanIZng conventions i eac h state to
write constitutions, and UWSA oth
cials and Perot say the group will be a
“*swing vore” in this  year’s
( tlll_‘._'l{"-'\lf\ll.l[ .I.I||| Senate L'lt'l T10HS,

But how do student members fit into
the picture? Since student “members”
don’t have to pay the $15 membership
tee that navonal members do, they
don't necessanly get vonng privileges
or T{'l!t('\l'!]l.ltllrli 1N SO \I.ltl‘\\lain'
conventions. (Some states do let cam
pus representatives vote AL conven
nons, and i Oho a stident sits on the
state board of directors.)

*We're trving to expand our num
bers,™ Pe pper savs “If vou go to a col
lege campus and charee money, vou'll
exclude a lor of pn-pl. ”

Campus chaprers should “inform
students on critical issues”™ and “Eive
students a voice in the nanonal arena,”
according to the student mussion state
ment. Does this translate into acnon?
I'ake a look at whar they've done

e | of Southern California: last
spring, hosted a visit from Perot
{Charteman Mike Church, a semion
estimates attendance ar 3,500 )

o U of North Carolina: Last tall, held
“wave campaigns” n which members
held signs in the community urging
cutting ot the deficit

e Viami U of Ohio: last tall, orga
nized campus debates about NAFTA

So, the student ;|1.|]1lcl\ do seem to
be t'l|llt'.|!|n;.: ‘-ludt'nl\ On Certain issucs.
Bur the jury's sull out on whether they
give students a national voice. If
they're serious about this, why aren’t
student chapters required o pay dues
and given tull voting privileges?
I'hey'd probably fork over the 15
bucks for adequate representanon.

What you'll be doing if you join:
”H'-Hllg debates on health care
Organizing campus visits from Perot
rade: The natnonal organizatnon
could make a mean swing vote in 1994
let’s just hope that students are
imvited along tor the nde.
For maore mformation, call 1-800-333
L'HSA u
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