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gy political groups who want our
1 nd M NGO just a \
here or g there, but som 1 "
entihically determuned grs Tt 1wl
of them, based on accessibulity, level ot
WHDVILY, organization, ':-.-.|1|..:-‘.-|.
representation and funding source. It
vour want Washmgton o histen 1o vou
f vou're looking tor a J;]:.nrnr.

trom your parents’ polines then take

1 look at u}nn |1|,|k(\ thi ,'l.t.il Hl e
wre profiles of the groups that are sen
S |I|ijf]u ::Iliill!H:]'.lf ire !||1li:'|il'.li

vice when it comes to making a ditter

chnue

Lead...or Leave

Focus: DDeticit reduction, job cre
ation, educanon spending
Founded: 199

Membership: 100 campuses. They
claim 450,000 members, but they
count inquiries and student-body
lI!t‘IIIhL'I'\LII! (through student
governments) in this figure.
Funding: Individual donations,
corporate sponsorship and mem-
bership contributions. No dues.

ou've got to hand 1t to these peo

ple. They have nerve. Who else,

in the 1992 elecnions, would ask

(."“L:ll'\\liln.ll candidates 1o take

this deficit-reducnon pln'ni_m halve the
deticit by 1996, or leave othce?

Naturally, they didn't find oo many

only 101 can

didates signed up, and of those, only 18

And don't hold vour

takers tor thenr |l|u|g.:t'

were ¢ ]a." ted

Who Makes
The Grade?

Many political groups are
speaking for our generation,
but just how are they doing?
Here's a report card.

tunts over niceties hi
TEr-Wrting campargns am
round-table meenngs

I hev've orgamzed det
i teach-1ns it scattered
LIuversitics, \\ilhl] h'.nuuht
government leaders and
students together to dis
cuss the debt. And with the SIS i]\]ll}'

of Scholastic, Inc., thev've also arculat

cd educational material thout the
dehicit to 6,000 high schools

But they 're best known tor things Lk
demonstraning at the American
Assoctation of Retired Persons head
quarters last February (against costly
entitleme nt programs) .|lht ll'll'!! _|L|i\
march on Washington to “dis the
deticie.”

And on Ocr. 20,

| eave took thenr INCSSaAP

1993, Lead.. . or
“don't bal
ance the budget on the backs of voung
|,u'u|ll{'” iy \ Irginia universitics,
helping organize simultancous rallies to
[\Itl!l‘\! stiate cuts in ill_|:|'||.'l (‘dlu ation
I'he rally at Virgimia Tech drew 4,500
jree lph‘_ ‘u'u-rnhnu To university ]'Ill!ll ¢
Recently, in keeping with their ballsy
approach with nanonal leaders, the
founders of Lead.or Leave and a small
group of reporters and Washingron
administratve staffers developed what
founder Rob Nelson calls “The Plan”
a strategy to, by the year 2000, chim
mate deficit spending, spend an addi
nonal $100 billion on areas hke educa
tion, job traiming and repairing the
infrastructure, and not raise income
taxes. Nelson, a 29-year-old graduate of
Principia College in Hhinois and Tufs
U. in Massachusetts, insists that this
strategy which has yet to be released

(59 l"""\]"]l' it our il .Ili( ™ ."I!.illn Cuts 1n
detense and entitlement tunding
In addinion, Nelson by th

February, members should receive

11 |r'.
1 list
o -.pnit'n ;m]n Ies Bvornng voung peo
p|t (such as using the Socal Securiny
tund surplus to hinance low-interest
loans for students). Members can pre

sent Ihu\l |,iu]li|&\ Iln Y aAgree \\|t|1 i)
their local Congressional members for
perusal

Whatever Lead

may !‘I', IllllhhT\ :\li'T one ol Th:'ln nﬂt

or Leave's faults

until they produce these proposals, they
can't be credited with looking toward
\lr]lllilltl\

Furthermore, .;|t|1n1|_|:h they claim o
be nonparusan, Nelson says that
Lead
donanons from Democranc individuals
and imsutuvons. And, mn their first vear,
they took thousands ot dollars from
independent presidential candidare
Ross Perot. (Although some magazine
articles have cited the number as at
least $42,000, Nelson insists that it s
only $12,000.)

What you'll be doing if you join:

Organizing lil‘l'llllIII‘\H'.l[IIIlI\. i’u”ln X
5 ! g

or Leave receives a large share of

media stunts and awareness events, |t
thev dehiver on their pohicy hst, vou can
Eive your rl.'pn.'\cl'lt.lll\v-\ and senators
something to chew on.

Grade: C+ | . cad..or Leave i1s acuve

l!:ll cnergethic on the nattonal tront, bt
theyv're still better ar stavime media
events than WK Low .:.1 n-l\.||’J||[|~
For more tmformation on Lead 7
Leave. call (202) N5T-080X or -X(H)
YOCHANG E-matl addres

lod @i it edu

Third Millennium

Focus: “Deficit reduction, the

environment and fightung urban

lllu\crt_\“ co-founder Jonathan
warl

Founded: July 1993

Membership: |5 natonal chaprers,
including two on campuses. They
estimate 1,000 dues paving mem
ht'!’\. I

Funding: Non-polincally afthhated,
private donations and $9 member
dues. They're also considering
taking grants from nonpartisan
cducational foundatons.

ou haven't seen them on yvour
campus vet, and maybe you never
will. But you've probably seen
them in Time, Newsday or any
major ity newspaper. Like Lead...or
Leave, publicity 1s their specialry.
In yet another attempt to wrest
Washington's attention from our par-
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