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New NCAA rule eamns
praise from coaches

By Dave Charbonnesau
Orogon Dasy Emerakt

Oregon head coach Jerry Green
and his Washington WT.
don't really have to think about
the new ruling handed down by
the NCAA last week, but they
hope that someday they will.

At the NCAA convention last
week, the NCAA passed a rule
that states undergraduates are
allowed to test the NBA draft
waters, declaring eligibility for the
draft with the option of changing
their minds in the next 30 days.

That means players can make
themselves available for the NBA
draft and then back out if they are
not satisfied with the team that
picks them.

Obviously, this ruling will affect
teams with usually large amounts
of players going pro. But when
Lr:u‘rv coaching for teams that

ve a player turn pro once every
six years or so, like Oregon, Wash-
ington State and Washington, the
implications of the rule are small.

“1 that we have some play-
ers in that situation some day,”
Green said. "That would be a
dream come true for me."”

Washington head coach Bob
Bender had similar sentiments.

"I hope someday to be in a posi-
tion where (the rule) can benefit
one of out players,” Bender said.
“It's not jeopardizing the player's
future, it's enhancing it.”

Washington State head coach
Kelvin Sampson said he believed
it was a good rule, mainly because
it benefits the student-athlete.

“It doesn't affect me as much as
it does other schools which send

— Jerry Green

Oregon Basketball coach

more players to the NBA,” Samp-
son said. "I think we are seeing
more legislation done for the play-
er.”

Green added that although it
may make coaching a little more
difficult, it's the player’s future
that is most important in college
basketball.

“Sure, it will make it tougher
on the coaches,” Green said. “But
with the money they're paying in
the NBA, I think it's a good deal
for the players.”

Not only does the new rule give
players more of an option of
which team they may or may not
play for in the NBA, it gives “bor-
derline” players — players that
are forecasted as late first-round,
early second-round picks a chance
to see how highly they are thought
of by NBA teams.

“If a player has the ability to
play in the NBA, they can see
their options and it doesn't penal-
ize them,” Bender said. "They
want lo come back and get an edu-
cation if they didn’t do as well
as expected.”
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