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Rebuilding is a process thnl 
almost every college athletic pro- 
gram is femes I to go through at one 

time or another It 's the time when 
the number of wins and talented 
players begins to drop, and it's 

usually not long before the pink 
slip falls onto the desk of the head 
coach. 

When the two Washington 
schools visit Eugene this week- 
end, three different teams going 
through this process will be show- 
cased. 

Washington (0-4. 2-t 1), which 
is suffering through a disastrous 
first year under new conch Hob 
Bender; Oregon (1-2. 5-7). which 
is showing improvement almost 
every game under second-year 
head coach |erry Green, and 

Washington State (1 i. ll-T>). 
which has moved near the upper 
division of the Pacific.-10 Confer- 
ence under head coach Kelvin 
Sampson 

Sampson, now in ms sevonin 

season in tin* Palmist), is the dean 
of the three coaches. Sampson 
took over the program after some 

down years following George Rav- 

eling's departure to Iowa t Jnlike 
Green and Bender. Sampson's first 

year was a breeze, compared to 

what was to follow. 
After winning seven and four 

conference games, rwspet lively in 
each of his first two years, Samp- 
son suffered through a disastrous 
1-17 Pacific-10 Conference season 

in 1990 that saw his team lose its 

final 17 conference games of the 

year Sampson was reminded of 
that year this week 

Thank God that's over with." 
he sighed. 

Sampson's plan to change 
things around in Pullman was 

based around a simple theory. 
"I came in with an idea of what 

to do." Sampson said. "When you 
don’t have talent, you're going to 

lose." 
Sampson decided the most 

important thing was to build 

respect for the program early and 
then liegin to fill in the holes with 

younger players. 
"I knew the recruiting must 

improve." Sampson said. "We got 
some junior college players right 
away for credibility. 

Junior college transfers Nei I IVr 

rick. Torrence Lewis and Tyrone 
Maxes were brought in following 
the disastrous 1U90 season. and in 
their sec ond season. the Cougars 
won 22 games and qualified for 
the National Invitational Tourna- 
ment. 

Following that success. Samp- 
son moved on to the high school 
ranks, adding numerous state 

players of the year, including for- 
ward Mark Hendrickson last year 
Hendrickson would have been the 

lending contender for f’ac to 

Freshman of the Year in l‘)<)2 if 
not for the play of a ertain Kidd 

This year. Sampson plays four 
freshmen, including guards Don- 
minu Kllison and Isaac Fontaine, 
who have started eight games 
apiece Kllison, a point guard, is 

averaging H t> [Hunts per game and 
shooting 41 7 fieri ent from three- 

point range 
The addition of four freshmen 

to a .ist that finished fI-9 in the 
Pm: 10 a year ago has Sampson 
optimistic about the future 

"Our program is solid." Samp- 
son said. "We are one of the solid 
teams in the conference. We aren't 
in the great category, but we are 

in the next tier down." 
The results Sampson has gar- 

nered so far have been successful, 
hut he is quick to point out that 
there is no automatic formula for 

building a winner. 
In addition. Sampson said he 

believes he is at a disadvantage 
recruiting players to Pullman, as 

compared to some of the more 

glamorous schools in the Pac-10. 
"There are no definite answers." 

he said. "You must continue to 

recruit the best players, and in the 
Pac lt). that's always tough A lot 
of it is based on location and tra- 

dition It can be tough to sell 

Washington State." 
The job Sampson has done in 

building a program has opened a 

lot of eyes across the country, and 

during the last off-season, his 
name seemed to pop up for almost 
every coaching vat ancv Wash- 

ington State has lost its share of 
coaches in recent years to more 

prestigious schools, like when 

Raveling went to Iowa or in foot- 
ball when Dennis Erickson took 
the Miami job. but Sampson said 
he rarely thinks about moving on. 

LOWEST PRICES 
on CAMPUS 

Beer ^ 

• Over 90 brands 
Domestic LIS 
Specialty L99 

ON TAP Glass Pint Pitcher 
Weinhard’s Ale .90 L19 3.90 
Coors Light .90 LI9 3.90 
Full Sail Amber Ale 1.29 1.99 9.99 
Widmer Hefeweizen 1.79 2.90 6.99 

OPEM Z4 hours 
595 E. 13th G Patterson 34Z-17Z7 

"Honestly." Sampson van). 'I 
never think about it ex< ept v\ hen 

people bring ii up I'm al a school 
where we are just try ing to get l*’t 
ter 

Sampson made it clear he 
believes his team is capable of 

playing with anybody, and a 

recent narrow defeat to IH.I.A 
when the Bruins benefited from a 

couple of questionable calls, has 
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Listen to win U of 0 men's basketball 
tickets and a free Domino's Pizza. 
Win on weekdays at 12:30 during 

Phil's Stupid Trivia Questions. 
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1856 E. 13th 
343-3030 

W. EUGENE 
2260 W. 18th 
485-5675 

MEDIUM PIZZA 
Buy any Large Pizza with 

two or more toppings and 
get a FREE medium one- 

topping pizza/ 
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NEW! 

ANY TWO 12” SUBS PLUS 
4 SERVING COKE* 
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DOMINO'S* VALUE PIZZA 
_CARRY-OUT ONLY- 

3Q gjgfCUlA. gw 
A»»y one topping 100 up.«w* inches of t^na1 

PIUS FREE 
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"TASTY DUO" 
Buy any Large Pizza and get a 

Fresh Garden Salad & 2-liter 
bottle of Coke* 
for NOTHIN' 
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