WASHINGTON
AP) Lawyers

are out of the

NATIONAL

political crosstire
these days, but there's no guar-
anteed amnesty for a profession
that can easily become a target
So steps toward self-reform
undertaken now could prove
useful later

The American Bar Associa-
tion is trying just that, its presi-
dent saving that lawyers must
offer realistic solutions to the
problems of a balky and costly
legal system “‘or rightly stand
accused of being part of the
problem.”

“Justice in the United States
takes too long, costs too much
and is virtually inaccessible and
unaffordable for too many
Americans,”” ABA President R
William Ide I, an Atlanta
lawyer, said in urging his col
leagues to make 1994 the vear of

' change and retorm

lde said lawvers have to red
ognize that many Americans

onsider them “a major part of
the problem with our justics
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made the case. It closed
lefeat in 1992 and there hasn't
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ident Bill Clinton and Hillary
Rodham Clinton botl e
awvers. But then, so are Quavle
ind his wife, Marilvn
One aspect of the argument
malpractice claims and the role
of lawyers in pursuing 1l
nart of the debate over the Clis
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dispute reesolut i HBut patients
still could sue it ‘.]u-‘. weren 't

satishied, as long as they had a
specialist’s statement that a doc
tor had been negligent

Lawyers who take malpractice
cases for contingency lees
meaning part of the award or
settlement, could not claim
more than one-third of the mon
ey, But that's the usual rate now

Republican health care bills
would put a $250,000 limit on
malpractice awards for pain and
suffering, so-called non-eco
nomic damages. The Clinton
plan would not, although it

would permit states 1o set limits

Quayle, now with a conserva-
tive think tank in Indianapolis,
says the real problem is broader
the legal system itsell. His open-
ing argument on the issue was
before the American Bar Associ-
ation convention in 1991, when
he urged a drastic overhaul in a
system he said was putting U.S
business at a disadvantage in
world ¢ ompetition

The applause lines were sure-
fire, although it didn't do the

GOP ticket much good

“Does America really need 70
percent of the world's lawyers?”
Quavle used to ask. “Let’s stop
.-\nwrn.al's love affair with the
lawsuit,” Bush said after

proposing drastic changes in the
system in 1992, including a
requirement that in some cases,
the loser pay the court costs ol

Lawyers told to practlce reform |,

the winning sid wWere

rejected 1n Congress

Bush protested the hitigation
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lawvers in tasseled loafers, and

said legal costs were dragging
down the economy and costing

hlamed it on tria

jobs

Bush wasn't the first president
to complain about the high cost
of lawsuits. immy Carter said in
1978 that excessive litigation
and legal featherbedding were
drags on the economy. "We
have the heaviest concentration
of lawyers on earth.” he said
then, It's heavier now

By the numbers, tackling
lawvers makes sense. Theurs 1s
not a ||u|11|.ldT |'ru1|‘~.n|nn and
they know 1t

The bar association’s own
public opinion polling shows
growing cvnicism about lawyers
generally although peopl
tend to be satisfied with ther
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1:: 1 poll in July 1993 tor the

Nat Law Journal, nearly
three-quarters of those surveyved
said theres were oo many

lawyers, and 36 percent said
their view of the profession had
RTOW N Mmore negative

he ABA. which lists 375,000
lawver-members, is trving to

hange that Ide said the associ
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tion will convene “a public

Jury Lni 'nul:n;: leaders from
other ;\rlrh-\“ut!\ and in.-:'n N
Jroups to confer in '-!1!'\}‘“!“;
on legal mform proposals, some

for state and federal | Jdation

some for lawvers themselves
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